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OUR STORY
A beat-up old car, a few dollars in the pocket and 
a sense of adventure. In 1972 that’s all Tony and 
Maureen Wheeler needed for the trip of a lifetime –  
across Europe and Asia overland to Australia. It 
took several months, and at the end – broke but 
inspired – they sat at their kitchen table writing and 
stapling together their first travel guide, Across Asia 
on the Cheap. Within a week they’d sold 1500 copies. 
Lonely Planet was born. 

Today, Lonely Planet has offices in Dublin, Franklin, London, Melbourne, Oakland, 
Beijing and Delhi, with more than 600 staff and writers. We share Tony’s belief that ‘a 
great guidebook should do three things: inform, educate and amuse’.
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OUR  
WRITERS

BRETT ATKINSON
Born in Rotorua, and now resident in Auckland, Brett 
has been tripping around New Zealand for most of 
his life. For this guide he ventured to sleepy harbours 
in Northland and negotiated coastal roads around 
Coromandel. Together with his wife, Carol, he’s 
explored many countries independently behind the 
wheel of a car. 

PETER DRAGICEVICH
After nearly a decade working for off-shore publishing 
companies, Peter’s life has come full circle, returning 
to his home city of Auckland. As Managing Editor of 
Express newspaper he spent much of the ’90s writing 
about the local arts, club and bar scene. After dozens of 
Lonely Planet assignments, writing about New Zealand 
remains his favourite gig.

Although the authors and Lonely Planet have taken all reason-
able care in preparing this book, we make no warranty about 
the accuracy or completeness of its content and, to the maxi-
mum extent permitted, disclaim all liability arising from its use.
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