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In This Book

For more information, 
see Survival Guide (p143)

Currency
Moroccan dirham (Dh) 

Language
Moroccan Arabic (Darija), Berber, French

Visas
Most visitors do not require a visa and are 
allowed to remain in Morocco for 90 days 

on entry. 

Money
ATMs are widely available. Credit cards are 
commonly accepted in midrange and top-

end hotels and restaurants as well as large 
tourist-oriented shops.

Mobile Phones
Local SIM cards are cheap and can be used 
in any unlocked phone. Bring your passport 

when purchasing a SIM card. 

Time
Western European Time  

(same as GMT/UTC)

Plugs & Adaptors
Plugs have European-style two round pins; 

electrical current is 220V. 

Tipping
Baksheesh (tipping) is an integral part of 

Moroccan life. Tip 10% at restaurants; Dh3–5 
for porters and baggage handlers; and Dh2 to 

public-toilet attendants.

Arriving in 
Marrakesh

Menara Airport is 6km southwest of town. 
Marrakesh’s train station is conveniently 
located in the Ville Nouvelle; check schedules 
on Marrakech Train Tickets (www.mar-
rakechtraintickets.com). Most buses arrive 
at the CTM bus station, southwest from the 
train station. 

A From Menara Airport
Destination  Best Transport
Central Souqs area Airport transfer pre-

arranged through hotel

Djemaa el-Fna Petit taxi (local taxi) or 
airport bus 19

Palmeraie Airport transfer or 
petit taxi (local taxi)

 Ville Nouville Petit taxi (local taxi)

A At the Airport 
Menara Airport The arrivals hall has cur-
rency exchange, ATMs and a tourist-informa-
tion desk. The taxi rank is directly outside the 
terminal. Cross over the car park to pick up 
a taxi that will quote a lower fare. Airport bus 
19 (every half-hour) runs from outside the 
airport car park. 

Note when departing Marrakesh, all duty- 
free shops and most other services in the 
departure lounge after immigration only 
accept euros. 

Getting Around
Most of the medina is a no-car zone so you 
need to get your walking shoes on to properly 
explore the lanes of Marrakesh’s old city. 
If the weather is not too hot it’s a straight-
forward 20 to 25 minute stroll from Djemaa 
el-Fna up Ave Mohammed V to the Ville 
Nouvelle. At other times, plenty of taxis and 
local buses ply this route.

K Taxi 
Creamy-beige petits taxis around town 
should charge Dh8 to Dh20 per journey, with 
a Dh10 surcharge at night. Meters are sup-
posed to be used but are often not. No trip 
within town should cost more than Dh20 by 
day and Dh30 at night. 

Most drivers at taxi ranks near popular 
tourist locations such as Djemaa el-Fna and 
Jardin Majorelle quote exorbitant fees. Hail 
off the street for better rates. If your party 
numbers more than three you must take 
a grand taxi (shared taxi), which always 
requires negotiation.

J Bus 
A variety of local buses zip between stops 
near Place de Foucauld (by Djemaa el-Fna) 
and the Ville Nouvelle at regular intervals 
throughout the day. All fares are Dh4. 

Calèches
These horse-drawn carriages provide a scenic 
and relaxed option for journeys between 
Djemaa el-Fna and Jardin Majorelle and the 
Djemaa to the sights in the kasbah. Standard 
prices for routes and hourly fees should be 
listed on each carriage. 

Your Daily Budget
Budget less than Dh500 

  Budget double room Dh100–Dh350 

  Cheap museum-entrance fees (Dh10–Dh40) 

  Free evening entertainment at Djemaa 
el-Fna (don’t forget to tip!) 

Midrange Dh750–Dh1000 
  Riad double room Dh350–Dh750

  Three-course lunch set menu Dh120–
Dh170

  Private hammam soak and scrub from 
Dh250

Top end over Dh1400 
  Boutique-riad double room from Dh800 

  Dinner in riad-style restaurant Dh250–
Dh500

  Cocktail at bar Dh80–Dh100 

Useful Websites
Maroc Mama (http://marocmama.com) Mar-
rakesh food and travel blog. 

Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/mar-
rakesh) Information, bookings and forums.

Marrakech Pocket (www.marrakechpocket.
com) Monthly ‘What’s On?’ guide. 

Advance Planning
Two months before Book riad accommoda-
tion; particularly important if travelling in 
high season. 

One month before Organise activities 
such as cooking classes (most have limited 
spaces). 

One day before Check the weather. Mar-
rakesh gets colder than you think in winter, 
and fiercely hot in summer. 

Before You GoNeed to 
Know

Need to Know  1716

Dar Si Said (p82)
Moroccan craft abounds in this 
medina mansion. While the 
ground floor is home to the exhib-
its of the Museum of Moroccan 
Art collection, the zouak ceilings 
upstairs are the real show-stopper. 

Musée de Marrakech 
(p62)
Marrakesh high society sure 
knew how to live it up in the 19th 
century. This former palace’s inner 
courtyard is a vision of zellij and in-
tricate carved wood fit for a pasha. 

Koutoubia Mosque (p26)
Guarding the entry to the medina 
since the Almohad age, the 
gold-hued stone minaret of the 
Koutoubia Mosque remains Mar-
rakesh’s most distinct and famous 
landmark. 

Palmeraie (p118)
When the heat valve gets turned 
up full-throttle, the shaded palm 
groves on the city’s edge, with 
camel-ride and quad-biking op-
portunities, provide welcome relief. 

Bahia Palace (p98)
Inside this prime piece of medina 
real estate, tranquil inner court-
yards lead onto salons where Mar-
rakshi artisans went to town in a 
frenzy of zellij (ceramic tile mosaic) 
and zouak (painted wood).

Saadian Tombs (p86)
Sultan Ahmed al-Mansour ed-Dahbi 
knew how to make a statement, and 
his sumptuous mausoleum is a fit-
tingly exuberant exclamation mark 
to finish off the Saadian era’s might. 

Jardin Majorelle (p111)
Come here to stroll the colour-
ful and quirky botanical garden, 
famously once owned by fashion 
mogul Yves Saint Laurent, and to 
view the dazzling artefact collec-
tion inside the Berber Museum.

Maison de la Photographie 
(p60)
View Moroccan lifestyles and 
landscapes as captured through 
the early camera lens. The superb 
collection of vintage photography 
here unveils a vision of Morocco 
now consigned to history. 
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 Monumental Medina  123

1 Ali ben Youssef 
Medersa 
Step inside the Ali ben 
Youssef Medersa (p60) 
and find yourself sur-
rounded by contempla-
tive beauty that soothes 
away the distractions 
of the outside world. 
The joyful flurry of zellij 
(ceramic tile mosaic) and 
intricate carved wood 
here, though, must have 
provided ample distrac-
tion to students trying 
to study within this old 
religious seminary.

2 Musée de 
Marrakech 
The Mnebhi Palace was 
once was the stage for 
the highfalutin lifestyles 
of Marrakesh’s rich 
and powerful, but now 
plays host to the Musée 
de Marrakech (p62), 
displaying both modern 
and ancient art exhibits.

3 Koutoubia 
Mosque
With mathemati-
cally pleasing propor-
tions, bestowed by its 
Almohad architects, 
the golden-hued stone 
minaret of the Kout-
oubia Mosque (p26) is 
the city’s most recognis-
able sight.

4 Dar Si Said 
A rich riot of zouak 
(painted wood) work 
graces the ceilings of 
the first-floor salons in 
the Dar Si Said (p86), 
which is also home to 
the exhibits of the Mu-
seum of Moroccan Arts.

5 Bahia Palace
It’s not called La Bahia 
(the beautiful) for 
nothing. Bahia Palace 
(p82) is a triumphant 
vision of opulence cre-
ated by Grand Vizier Si 
Moussa. The work on 
the cedar-wood ceilings 
is a masterful display of 
what can be achieved 
by Moroccan mâalems 
(master artisans).

6 Mellah
Take a break from by-
gone glitz and immerse 
yourself in Marrakesh’s 
mellah (Jewish quar-
ter), where the city’s 
Jewish community once 
lived. As well as dipping 
into the tangle of alley-
ways, you can visit the 
Lazama Synagogue 
(p89) and the tombs 
of the Miaâra Jewish 
Cemetery (p89).

7 Badi Palace
The 16th century Badi 
Palace (p89), once paved 
in gold, turquoise and 
crytal, now lies in jag-
ged ruins, having been 
destroyed less than 100 
years after al-Mansour 
ordered it to be built. 

8 Saadian Tombs 
The Saadian Tombs 
(p84), where al-Man-
sour lies in rest, are an 
extravagance of marble 
and ornate plasterwork 
that showcase the 
Saadian era’s flair for 
interior overkill.

2 The Walk
Take a stroll down a Marrakesh memory lane and 
hit all of the city’s major historic monuments in one 
swoop. These are the grand palaces and religious 
buildings – hidden behind high nondescript walls – 
that Marrakesh’s sultans and pashas bequeathed 
on the pink-walled city to raise it into their imperial 
capital. 

Start Ali ben Youssef Medersa

Finish Saadian Tombs 

Length 4km; three hours 

5 Take a Break
Marrakesh’s main square Djemaa el-Fna (p24) is 
rimmed by cafes and restaurants where you can 
grab a bite or just a drink. Try Café Kessabine 
(p32) to munch on pastilla (rich savoury-sweet 
pie) or simply grab an orange juice from one of the 
square’s juice stands.

Best Walks
Monumental 
Medina
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Restaurants

Bars

Shops
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Arriving in 
Marrakesh
y Top Tip

-

Menara Airport 

Menara Airport (RAK; 
%0524 44 79 10; http://
marrakech.airport-authority.
com; hinformation desk 
8am-6pm)

 

 

 

 

Marrakesh Train 
Station 
Marrakesh Train Station 
(%0524 447768; cnr Ave 
Hassan II & Blvd Mohammed 
VI)

 

 

 -

 

CTM Bus Station 
The CTM Main bus 
station (%0524 43 44 
02; www.ctm.ma; Rue Abou 
Bakr Seddiq; h6am-10pm) 

-
bus station (%0524 

433933)

 

-

 

 

Getting 
Around
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y Best for…

 

 

 

 

 

Calèche
y Best for…

 
-

Marrakech City Tour Bus 
y Best for…
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Musée de
Marrakech

Mouassine & Bab 
Doukkala (p000)
Funky boutiques and 
handicraft stores sit 
side by side in this 
medina neighbourhood 
of narrow passageways 
and blush-pink walls.

Riads Zitoun & 
Kasbah (p000)
A walled city within a 
walled city. Marrakesh’s 
grandest mansion 
architecture and a tomb 
worth dying for. 

Top SightsE
Saadian Tombs
Bahia Palace 
Dar Si Said 

Djemaa el-Fna & 
Around (p000)
Marrakesh’s main 
square is where carnival 
and cultural hub collide. 
Atmospheric and a 
touch chaotic, this is the 
city’s heart.

Top SightsE
Djemaa el-Fna
Koutoubia Mosque 

Ville Nouvelle 
(p000)
Modern Marrakesh 
offers art galleries, top 
restaurants and shady 
parks to escape the 
hurly-burly of the 
medina.

Top SightsE
Jardin Majorelle

Central Souqs 
(p000)
Shop-til-you-drop souqs 
full of lively hustle and 
bustle and a 
magnificent medersa.

Top SightsE
Ali ben Youssef Medersa
Musée de Marrakech
Maison de la Photographie

Worth a Trip
Top SightsE

PalmeraieMarrakesh
Neighbourhoods

Neighbourhoods  1918
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Lantern shopping in one of Marrakesh’s medinas

Tannery worker, Bab Debbagh
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Chic Souqs (p52)
 Funky boutiques
 Marrakshi designers

Traditional market streets 
get a modern overhaul 
in Mouassine, where 
local young designers are 
trailblazing a contem-
porary scene. Proof that 
Marrakesh is no stale mu-
seum piece but instead a 
thriving centre of artistry 
moving with the times. 

Bab Doukkala 
Neighbourhood 
Stroll (p50)

 Quiet back lanes
 Residential life

Wander away from the 
main souqs and you’ll 
find the spindling derbs 
(alleys) where Marrakshis 
live without a trinket 
shop in sight. 

The Heart of the 
Souqs (p67)

 Artisan workshops
 Local markets 

Marrakesh’s core of com-
merce offers more than 
Souq Semmarine and 
Souq el-Kebir. Meander 
through Souq Haddadine 
(Blacksmith’s Souq) and 
explore the confines of 
the qissariat (covered 
markets) to discover the 
life behind the souvenir 
stalls. 

Exploring Around 
Bab Debbagh 
(p68)

 Tanneries
 Marabout shrine 

Stroll through the north-
east slice of the medina 
where tanners continue 
their back-breaking trade 

and marabouts (saints) 
are still venerated at local 
pilgrimage shrines. This 
corner of the old town ex-
poses the time-honoured 
traditions still playing a 
role in modern Marrakshi 
life. 

Guéliz Gallery Hop 
(p111)

 Art galleries
 Cafe culture 

Head to Guéliz in the 
Ville Nouvelle (new town) 
for a completely differ-
ent take on Marrakesh’s 
cultural life. This is the 
hub of the city’s growing 
contemporary-art scene, 
with a clutch of art gal-
leries and a thriving cafe 
culture to explore. 

Marrakesh has always been more about ambience than a mere list of sights to tick 

Other great places 
to experience the 
city as a local: 

Hammam Dar el-Bacha 

Plats Haj Boujemaa 

Oscar Progrès 

Marrakesh
Local Life

Local Life  1312
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La Maison Arabe

Moroccan Just Like 
Mamma Makes It
Amal Centre Top lunch-
time feasting on Moroc-
can home-cooking, plus 
you support a worthy 
cause just by eating. 
(p111)

Naima Family-run 
restaurant that serves up 
superior couscous made 
fresh daily. (p75)

Riad Dining 
Le Tobsil Bring a hearty 
appetite for the Moroc-
can five-course dinner 
extravaganza here. 
(p33)

La Maison Arabe The 
regal surroundings makes 
for a dinner with serious 
style-cred. (p51)

Foodie Treats
Al-Fassia Hands-down 
the best mezze (starter-
size plates) in Marrakesh. 
(p110)

Gastro MK Book as far 
in advance as possible 
to experience this riad’s 
innovative Moroccan-Medi-
terranean menu. (p33)

Like a Local 
Mechoui Alley Slow-
roasted lamb straight 
from the pit oven. Enough 
said. (p29)

Haj Mustapha The best 
place in town to dig into 
Marrakshi crock-pot 
speciality tanjia (slow-
cooked stew). (p32)

Henna Café Get a henna 
tattoo and munch on 
kefta (meatball) sand-
wiches. All proceeds go 
to charity. (p45)

Sweet Treats 
Pâtisserie al-Jawda 
Sweets, glorious sweets. 
(p117)

Panna Gelato Gives the 
Italians a run for their 
money. (p94)

Pâtisserie des Princes 
Pining for pain au choc-
olat? Head here. (p29)

International 
Flavours
PepeNero Come for 
house-made pasta, stay 
for succulent steak fillets. 
(p96)

Nomad The menu 
cherry-picks Mediter-
ranean flavours and the 
rooftop is a chilled-out 
retreat. (p75)

Catanzaro Cracking 
wood-fired pizzas…com-
fort food for those far 
from home. (p111)

foodie-traveller 
radar for years but it’s trying hard to play catch-
up now. There’s not a big local dining out culture 
which explains why so many restaurants can be 
hit-and-miss, serving up watery couscous and 
bland tajines. You need to dig a bit deeper to 

Marrakshi food.

Riad Dadas
The dadas (chefs) who work in the medina’s riads 
are the unsung heroes of Marrakesh’s culinary 
scene. Many riads open up their courtyard or roof-
top restaurant to non-guests so you can sample 
different dadas’ takes on Moroccan specialities. In 
nearly all cases, you have to book beforehand due 
to both limited seating and so the dadas can plan 
the menu in advance.

Snak Attack 
The street-food scene is thriving in Marrakesh so 
don’t be afraid to jump on in. Hard-working souq 
workers with no time for a long lazy lunch head 
to a snak (kiosk) to feast on peppery merguez 
(spicy lamb sausage), teyhan (stuffed spleen) and 
brochettes (kebabs). Join the queue at the one 
thronged with locals for the freshest, tastiest feeds.

Fusion Fad
French cuisine has always played a role in Mar-
rakesh’s modern culinary scene, but recently 
more restaurants are playing around with Middle 
Eastern, Italian and Spanish cooking traditions 
and merging them with Moroccan flavours. This 
Mediterranean fusion style can be a tasty break 
when you’ve eaten your fill of tajines.

Food 
Best

y Top Tips
 Many restaurants 

 (three-
course) lunch menus 
which are similar but 
better value than din-
ner menus.

 Top-end restau-
rants usually open 
between noon and 
2.30pm and 7.30pm 
and 11pm. 

 Alcohol is not 
widely available in 
medina restaurants. 

 Reservations are 
recommended (and 
sometimes essen-
tial) for most top-end 
restaurants. 

H
U

W
 JO

N
E

S
/G

E
T

T
Y

 IM
A

G
E

S
 ©

 Best Food   127126  Best Food 

Agnaou and Rue Riad 
Zitoun el Kedim. 

 Brand-name luxury re-
sorts sit on the outskirts 
of town. The Palmeraie is 
home to more intimate 
luxury villa guesthouses. 

 Many riads and luxury 
hotels lower their prices 
mid-June to August, mid-
January to mid-March 
and mid-November to 
mid-December.

Useful Websites

Marrakech & Beyond 
(www.marrakechandbe-
yond.com) Locally based 
English-Moroccan travel 
agency who can book 
riads and guesthouses, 
plus guides and activities.

Hip Marrakech (www.
hipmarrakech.com) 
Travel company with wide 
selection of characterful 
riads in a variety of price 
ranges.

Marrakech Riads (www.
marrakech-riads.com) 
Specialises in booking 
riad accommodation.

Lonely Planet (www.
lonelyplanet.com) Author 
recommendation reviews 
and online booking.

Best Budget

Equity Point Hostel 
(www.equity-point.com) 
Historic riad features 
without the price tag.

Hotel du Trésor (www.
hotel-du-tresor.com) 
Small, chic riad featuring 

hop from Djemaa el-Fna.

Hôtel Toulousain (www.
hoteltoulousain.com) 
Easygoing hotel in a 
prime Guéliz location.

Hôtel Atlas (www.hotel-
atlas-marrakech.com) 
Cosy inn with rooms 
surrounding a leafy 
courtyard.

Best Midrange

Riad Le J (www.riadlej.
com) Modern Italian style 
meets Marrakshi crafts-
manship at this super 
funky riad.

Riad Wo (www.riadw.
com) Minimalist Mallor-
can chic makes Riad Wo a 
medina haven.

Dar Attajmil (www.
darattajmil.com) Relaxed 
riad living with attentive 

rooms.

Dar Zaman (www.
darzaman.com) Bright 
and breezy design and 
extraordinary service 
make Dar Zaman stand 
out from the crowd.

Riad Magellan (www.
riadmagellan.com) Hip 
hideaway behind the 
Mouassine Fountain.

Marhbabikoum (www.
marhbabikoum.com) 
‘Marhbabikoum’ means 
welcome and this mellow 
riad lives up to its name.

Best Top End

Dar Housnia (www.dar-
housnia.com) Tradition 
and modernity blend 
seamlessly at this ultra-
swish riad.

Tchaikana (www.tchai-
kana.com) Nomadic arte-
facts combine with swish 
contemporary design.

Jnane Tamsa (www.
jnanetamsa.com) 
Sustainable style never 
looked so good at this 
Palmeraie resort.

Riad Al Massarah (www.
riadalmassarah.com) 
Elegance with green 
credentials. The ultimate 
feel-good getaway.

Book Your Stay
y Top Tip Light sleep-
ers should be aware that 
sound travels easily in 
riads and you’re never too 
far from a mosque mina-
ret in the medina. Bring 
earplugs to mute slam-
ming doors and the early 
morning call to prayer, or 
choose a hotel in the Ville 
Nouvelle.

 Marrakesh is famous for 
its riad accommodation. 
These medina guest-
houses have limited space 
so it’s advisable to book in 
advance. 

 Groups of friends or 
families travelling together 
can often book an entire 
riad to themselves.

 Book a month ahead 
if you want to visit Mar-
rakesh during any major 
European holiday. 

 There is no shortage 
of budget-friendly inns 
and guesthouses. Cheap 
hotels line Rue Sidi Bou-
loukat, south of Djemaa 
el-Fna between Rue Bab 

 Winter (Dec-Feb) 
Plenty of blue sky but 
extremely chilly at night. 
Riad rates pushed up 
between 20 December 
and 6 January. 

 Spring (Mar-May) 
Great time for medina 
escapades with tempera-
tures hovering around 
30°C. Avoid Easter holi-
days when prices jump. 

 Summer (June-Aug) 
Low season with scorch-
ing heats. Riad bargains 
aplenty and the Festival 
of Popular Arts hits town. 

 Autumn (Sep-Nov) 
Ideal weather for 
sightseeing and souq 
exploration. 

Before You Go

When to Go

Survival 
Guide
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hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

 Neighbourhood s
What’s where
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The best experiences
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :
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Lonely Planet’s 
Marrakesh
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighbourhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real Marrakesh.

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
j Tram
d Train
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Djemaa el-Fna (p24) at dusk
FRANS LEMMENS/GETTY IMAGES ©

Marrakesh Top Sights .............................................. 8

Marrakesh Local Life .............................................. 12

Marrakesh Day Planner .......................................... 14

Need to Know .......................................................... 16

Marrakesh Neighbourhoods .................................. 18

Welcome to 
Marrakesh

 Prepare for your senses to be slapped awake. Storytellers, 
snail-vendors and conjurors collide on Djemaa el-Fna, from 
where ochre-dusted lanes lead to intriguing souqs. While the 
thriving art scene and cafe culture generate a cosmopolitan 
buzz, it’s the medina’s heady scents and sounds that be-
dazzle, frazzle and enchant. Put on your pointy babouches 
(leather slippers) and dive in. 

QuickStart 
Guide 

7

01-quickstart-pk-mar3.indd   7-quickstart-pk-mar3.indd   7 8/04/2015   5:29:20 PM8/04/2015   5:29:20 PM



  Djemaa el-Fna (p24)
 Marrakesh’s madcap main plaza revs into gear every evening as the sun sets 
for a night of hoopla, halqa (street theatre) and hikayat (storytelling). The only 
option is to join in. 
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 Ali ben Youssef Medersa (p60)
 The artistry of Islamic architecture reaches its epoch in the courtyard of this 
old medersa (theological college), a masterpiece of arabesque design. 
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Bahia Palace (p82)
  Inside this prime piece of medina 
real estate, tranquil inner court-
yards lead onto salons where Mar-
rakshi artisans went to town in a 
frenzy of zellij (ceramic tile mosaic) 
and zouak (painted wood).

Saadian Tombs (p84)
  Sultan Ahmed al-Mansour ed-Dahbi 
knew how to make a statement, and 
his sumptuous mausoleum is a fit-
tingly exuberant exclamation mark 
to finish off the Saadian era’s might. 

Jardin Majorelle (p102)
  Come here to stroll the colour-
ful and quirky botanical garden, 
famously once owned by fashion 
mogul Yves Saint Laurent, and to 
view the dazzling artefact collec-
tion inside the Berber Museum.

Maison de la Photographie 
(p64)
  View Moroccan lifestyles and 
landscapes as captured through 
the early camera lens. The superb 
collection of vintage photography 
here unveils a vision of Morocco 
now consigned to history. 
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Dar Si Said (p86)
  Moroccan craft abounds in this 
medina mansion. While the 
ground floor is home to the exhib-
its of the Museum of Moroccan 
Art collection, the zouak ceilings 
upstairs are the real show-stopper. 

Musée de Marrakech 
(p62)
  Marrakesh high society sure 
knew how to live it up in the 19th 
century. This former palace’s inner 
courtyard is a vision of zellij and in-
tricate carved wood fit for a pasha. 

Koutoubia Mosque (p26)
  Guarding the entry to the medina 
since the Almohad age, the 
gold-hued stone minaret of the 
Koutoubia Mosque remains Mar-
rakesh’s most distinct and famous 
landmark. 

 Palmeraie (p118)
 When the heat valve gets turned 
up full-throttle, the shaded palm 
groves on the city’s edge, with 
camel-ride and quad-biking 
opportunities, provide welcome 
relief. 
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Insider tips to help you fi nd the real cityInsider tips to help you fi nd the real city
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Chic Souqs (p54)
   Funky boutiques
  Marrakshi designers

Traditional market streets 
get a modern overhaul 
in Mouassine, where 
local young designers are 
trailblazing a contem-
porary scene. Proof that 
Marrakesh is no stale mu-
seum piece but instead a 
thriving centre of artistry 
moving with the times. 

Bab Doukkala 
Neighbourhood 
Stroll (p44)

   Quiet back lanes
  Residential life

Wander away from the 
main souqs and you’ll 
find the spindling derbs 
(alleys) where Marrakshis 
live without a trinket 
shop in sight. 

The Heart of the 
Souqs (p67)

   Artisan workshops
  Local markets 

Marrakesh’s core of com-
merce offers more than 
Souq Semmarine and 
Souq el-Kebir. Meander 
through Souq Haddadine 
(Blacksmith’s Souq) and 
explore the confines of 
the qissariat (covered 
markets) to discover the 
life behind the souvenir 
stalls. 

Exploring Around 
Bab Debbagh 
(p68)

   Tanneries
  Marabout shrine 

Stroll through the north-
east slice of the medina 
where tanners continue 
their back-breaking trade 

and marabouts (saints) 
are still venerated at local 
pilgrimage shrines. This 
corner of the old town ex-
poses the time-honoured 
traditions still playing a 
role in modern Marrakshi 
life. 

Guéliz Gallery Hop 
(p104)

   Art galleries
  Cafe culture 

Head to Guéliz in the 
Ville Nouvelle (new town) 
for a completely differ-
ent take on Marrakesh’s 
cultural life. This is the 
hub of the city’s growing 
contemporary-art scene, 
with a clutch of art gal-
leries and a thriving cafe 
culture to explore. 

  Marrakesh has always been more about ambience than a mere list of sights to tick 
off . Delve into the narrow lanes of the medina to explore how Marrakshis are merging 
modern  life with ancient traditions. 

 Marrakesh 
Local Life
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Lantern shopping in one of Marrakesh’s souqs (p66)

Tannery worker, Bab Debbagh (p68)
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 Other great places 
to experience the 
city as a local: 

Amal Centre (p111 )

Haj Mustapha 
(p32 )

Souq Ablueh (p31)

Hammam Dar el-Bacha 
(p50 )

Mellah Market (p98 )

Plats Haj Boujemaa 
(p111 )

Rue ibn Aicha (p112)

Rue de la Kasbah 
(p94)

Oscar Progrès 
(p32 )
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