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Museum Mania
The Smithsonian 
Institution has an in-
credible bounty of free 
museums. Other gratis 
collections include the 
National Gallery of 
Art and United States 
Holocaust Memorial 
Museum. Plus all of 
DC’s monuments are 
free to visit. See Best 
Museums & Monu-
ments (p136) for more 
information.

Best Free Non-
Museum Sights
National Archives Gape 
at the Declaration of 
Independence, Constitu-
tion and Bill of Rights. 
(p84)

Library of Congress The 
world’s largest library 
displays centuries-old 
maps, bibles and Thomas 
Jefferson’s books (p76)

Best Free Tours
White House Peek into 
the rooms of the Presi-
dent’s abode. (p44)

Capitol Guides lead you 
through the white-domed 
sanctum of Congress, 
cluttered with statues 
and frescoes. (p68)

Ford’s Theatre Explore 
the venue where John 
Wilkes Booth shot Abra-
ham Lincoln. (p90)

Bureau of Engraving & 
Printing Watch millions 
of dollars get printed, cut 
and inspected. (p77)

National Public Radio 
Wave to your favorite 
correspondents as you 
walk past the newsroom. 
(p77)

Best Free 
Entertainment
Kennedy Center The 
Millennium Stage hosts 
a free music or dance 
performance daily at 
6pm. (p54)

Shakespeare Theatre 
Company Each August 
the troupe puts on a 
Bard classic gratis. (p96)

Best Free Days at 
Paid Museums
Phillips Collection Free 
Tuesday through Friday 
for the permanent galler-
ies. (p104)

National Museum of 
Women in the Arts 
Free the first Sunday the 
month. (p92)

Neighborhood Hubs
Loads of clubs besides 
jazzy ones cluster 
around U St between 
7th St and 14th St NW. 
The bands vary – alt-
rock, hip-hop, soul, 
funk, Caribbean – but 
the common thread is 
that the venues are in-
timate, with something 
indie-cool going on. 
Other areas to scope 
out are H St NE in 
Capitol Hill for hip rock 
clubs, and 18th St NW 
in Adams Morgan for 
raucous music houses 
and world beats.

Best Rock,  
Funk & Blues
Rock & Roll Hotel 
There’s thrashing rock 
but also hip-hop, punk 
and metal in this down-
and-dirty club. (p81)

Hamilton Alt-rock and 
funk bands plug in a 
stone’s throw from the 
White House. (p54)

Madam’s Organ Pre-
pare for yee-hawin’ wild 
times in Adams Morgan’s 
bluesy hot spot. (p118)

Bukom Cafe Join the 
West African crowd get-
ting their groove on to 
reggae beats. (p118)

Songbyrd Record Cafe 
& Music House Make 
your own record upstairs, 
then hear indie bands in 
the basement. (p118)

Best Jazz
Blues Alley The sophis-
ticated icon has been 
bringing in top names 
since Dizzy Gillespie’s 
day. (p65)

Jazz in the Garden 
Tune in amid whimsical 
artworks in the National 
Sculpture Garden. (p41)

Howard Theatre Historic 
venue where Ella Fitzger-
ald once sang, now home 
to big-name touring acts. 
(p111)
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Washington, DC, has a mind-blowing array of 
freebies. From the Smithsonian Institution’s mul-
tiple museums, to gratis theater and concerts, to 
jaunts through the White House and Capitol, you 
can be entertained for weeks without spending 
a dime.

For Free
Best

y Top Tip
 See the alt-weekly 

Washington City Pa-
per (www.washing 
toncitypaper.com) 
for comprehensive 
listings.
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Washington’s musical taste splits in several 

century, when U St NW was known as Black 
Broadway for its slew of music theaters. Duke 
Ellington grew up in the neighborhood, and his 

also waft out of atmospheric local halls.

Live Music
Best

 Best For Free  135134  Best Live Music

Vietnam Veterans Memorial (p26)
Powerful, heartbreaking wall of names.

Washington Monument (p28)
DC’s tallest, most view-tastic structure.

Lincoln Memorial 
(p24)
Reflect at Abe’s hallowed 
shrine.

National Air & 
Space Museum 
(p30)
Rockets, airplanes and 
spaceships galore.
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Washington, DC
Top Sights
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Lincoln Memorial (p24)
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4 Washington 
Monument
As you approach the 
Washington Monument 
(p28) look a third of 
the way up. See how it’s 
slightly lighter in color 
at the bottom? Builders 
had to use different 
marble after the first 
source dried up.

5 National Air  
& Space Museum
Simply step inside the 
Air & Space Museum 
(p30) and gaze up. 
Lindbergh’s Spirit of 
St Louis and Chuck 
Yeager’s sound-barrier 

breaking Bell X-1 are 
among the history-
making machines that 
hang from the ceiling.

6 National  
Gallery of Art
Walk across the Mall to 
the neoclassical west 
building of the National 
Gallery of Art (p36). 
Ogle the Western Hemi-
sphere’s only Leonardo 
da Vinci painting in 
Gallery 6. The east 
building hangs works 
by Picasso, Matisse and 
other modern masters.

7 National 
Archives
Enter the rotunda at 
the National Archives 
(p84). The Declara-
tion of Independence, 
Constitution and Bill of 
Rights unfurl on parch-
ment under glass.

8 White House
Stroll up Pennsylvania 
Ave to E St NW and 
the White House (p44). 
Snap pictures across 
the South Lawn. Bonus 
points if you capture a 
helicopter landing on 
the grass.

2 The Walk
This is a hit parade of DC’s most celebrated sights.
They huddle around the National Mall – ‘America’s 
front yard’ – the 2-mile-long strip of grass between 
the Capitol and Lincoln Memorial. Iconic monuments 
dot the grounds to the west, hulking Smithsonian 
museums to the east, and at the northern edge the 
White House. Start early, especially in summer, to 
avoid the crowds and the heat.

Start Vietnam Veterans Memorial; gNational Mall 
Circulator; mFoggy Bottom-GWU

Finish White House; mFederal Triangle or  
McPherson Sq

Length 3.75 miles; 2½ hours

5 Take a Break
Refuel at the Pavilion Cafe (p40), in the National 
Sculpture Garden.

1 Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial
The Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial (p26) reflects 
a roll call of the war’s 
53,000-plus American 
casualties. Check the 
symbol beside each 
name. A diamond 
indicates ‘killed, body 
recovered.’ A plus sign 
indicates ‘missing and 
unaccounted for.’ There 
are approximately 1200 
of the latter.

2 Lincoln 
Memorial
Follow the masses to 
the Lincoln Memorial 
(p24). Commune with 
Abe in his chair, then 
head down the steps 
to the marker where 
Martin Luther King Jr 
gave his ‘Dream’ speech. 
From here, the view of 
the Reflecting Pool and 
Washington Monument 
is one of DC’s best.

3 Martin Luther 
King Jr Memorial
Mosey to the Tidal Ba-
sin; the Martin Luther 
King Jr Memorial (p36) 
stands by the water. 
Walk right around the 
towering statue and 
read the quotes on the 
walls.
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K St), Dupont Circle to/
from Georgetown (via M 
St), and the White House 
area to/from Adams 
Morgan (via 14th St).

 Circulator buses 
operate from roughly 
7am to 9pm weekdays 
(midnight or so on week-
ends). Fare is $1.

 Metrobus (www.
wmata.com) operates 
throughout the city and 
suburbs, typically from 
early morning until late 
evening. Fare is $2.

 Pay with exact change, 
or use a SmarTrip card 
for all buses.

Taxi  
& Ride Share

 Taxis queue at Union 
Station, the main hotels 
and sports venues, but 
it’s not always easy to 
hail one on the street.

 Fares are meter-based. 
The meter starts at 
$3.25, then it’s $2.16 per 
mile thereafter.

 There’s a $2 surcharge 
for telephone dispatch-
es. Try DC Yellow Cab 
(%202-544-1212) if you 
need a pickup.

 Ride-hailing compa-
nies Uber (www.uber.
com), Lyft (www.lyft.
com) and Via (www.ride 

withvia.com) are popular 
in the District. Locals 
say they save time and 
money compared to 
taxis.

Bicycle
 Capital Bikeshare 

(%877-430-2453; www.
capitalbikeshare.com; per 
1/3 days $8/17) has 3700-
plus bicycles scattered 
at 440-odd stations, 
including many that 
fringe the Mall.

 Kiosks issue passes 
(one day or three days) 
on the spot. Insert a 
credit card, get your ride 
code, then unlock a bike.

 
are free; after that, rates 
rise fast if you don’t dock 
the bike.

 There’s also an option 
for a ‘single trip’ ($2), ie 

30 minutes.

 Bike rentals for longer 
rides (with accoutre-
ments such as helmets 
and locks) start at $16 
per two hours. Try Bike & 
Roll (p76) or Big Wheel 
Bikes (p61).

Car  
& Motorcycle

 Avoid driving in DC. 

street parking is scarce.

 Parking garages in 
the city cost $15 to $35 
per day.

 Clogged rush-hour 
streets in DC include 
the main access arteries 
from the suburbs: Mas-
sachusetts, Wisconsin, 
Connecticut and Georgia 
Aves NW, among others.

$22. Taxis queue outside 
the baggage-claim area 
at each terminal.

From Washington 
Dulles Interna-
tional Airport

 Bus & Metro Wash-
ington Flyer’s (www.

Express bus runs every 
15 to 20 minutes from 
Dulles (main terminal, 
arrivals level door 4) to 
the Wiehle-Reston East 
Metro station between 
6am and 10:40pm (from 
7:45am weekends). Total 
time to DC’s center is 
60 to 75 minutes, total 
bus-Metro tickets cost 
around $11.

 Bus Metrobus 5A 
(www.wmata.com) runs 
every 30 to 40 minutes 
from Dulles to Rosslyn 
Metro (Blue, Orange 
and Silver Lines) and on 
to central DC (L’Enfant 
Plaza) between 5:50am 
(6:30am weekends) and 
11:35pm. Total time to 
the center is around 60 
minutes; total fare is $7.

 Shuttle van The 
Supershuttle (www.
supershuttle.com) 
door-to-door shared van 
service goes downtown 
for $30. It takes 30 to 60 
minutes and runs from 
5:30am to 12:30am.

 Taxi Rides to the city 
center take 30 to 60 
minutes (depending on 

$73.

From Union Station
 Metro There’s a Metro 

(Red Line) stop inside 
Union Station for easy 
onward transport. The 
station is a few stops 
northeast of downtown.

 Taxi Taxis queue out-
side the main entrance. 
A ride to downtown costs 
around $7, to Dupont 
Circle $10.

Getting 
Around
Metro

 DC’s modern subway 
network is the Metrorail 
(www.wmata.com), com-
monly called Metro.

 Trains start running at 
5am Monday through 
Friday (from 7am on 
weekends); the last ser-
vice is around midnight 
Sunday through Thurs-
day and 3am on Friday 
and Saturday.

 There are six color-
coded lines: Red, Orange, 
Blue, Green, Yellow and 
Silver.

 Fare cards are called 
SmarTrip cards. Ma-
chines inside all stations 
sell them. The plastic, 
rechargeable card costs 
$10, with $8 of that 
stored for fares. You then 
add value as needed.

 Fares cost $1.85 to $6, 
depending on distance 
traveled and time of day. 
Fares increase slightly 
during morning and 
evening rush hour.

 Use the card to 
enter and exit station 
turnstiles. Upon exit, the 
turnstile deducts the 
fare and opens the gate. 
If the value of the card is 

use an ‘Addfare’ machine 
to add money.

Bus
 DC’s public bus sys-

Circulator and Metrobus.

 DC Circulator (www.
dccirculator.com) buses 
run along handy local 
routes, including Union 
Station to/from the Mall 
(looping by all major 
museums and memori-
als), Union Station to/
from Georgetown (via 

Money-Saving Tips
 Make the most of DC’s abundant free sights 

and entertainment (p135).

 Take advantage of happy hour, when bars 
have drink and/or food specials for a few hours 
between 4pm and 7pm.

 Unlimited-ride Metro day passes cost $14.50, 
available at any station.

Getting Around  149148  Survival Guide
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Lincoln
 

Memorial

Vietnam
Veterans
Memorial

Arlington
National Cemetery

National Mall (p22)
The big, green space 
holds most of the major 
museums and 
monuments.

Top SightsE
Lincoln Memorial
Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial
Washington Monument
National Air & Space 
Museum

White House Area 
& Foggy Bottom 
(p43)
The President's ’hood 
hums with federal 
business by day and 
performing arts at night.

Top SightsE
White House

Georgetown (p56)
University students, 
academics and senators 
call this aristocratic area 
home. Chichi shops and 
winsome cafes line the 
streets.

Dupont Circle 
(p98)
A well-heeled splice of 
gay community and DC 
diplomatic scene, 
Dupont boasts stylish 
restaurants, cocktail 
bars and cozy cafes.
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Washington
Monument

Capitol

National Archives

White
House

National
Air & Space
Museum

Reynolds Center
for American Art
& Portraiture

US Holocaust
Memorial
Museum

Capitol Hill (p66)
Home to the Capitol, 
Supreme Court and 
other landmarks, it's 
also a hub of markets, 
homey restaurants and 
cheery bars.

Top SightsE
Capitol
United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum

Downtown, Penn 
Quarter & Logan 
Circle (p82)
It's a museum mecca, 
theater district and 
convention hub 
peppered with snazzy 
eateries.

Top SightsE
National Archives
Reynolds Center for 
American Art & 
Portraiture

Adams Morgan 
(p112)
Browse vintage 
boutiques by day, dive 
into bars and clubs by 
night, eat well at 
romantic bistros and 
ethnic joints anytime. 

Worth a Trip
Top SightsE

Arlington National
Cemetery

Washington, DC
Neighborhoods
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Local experiences and hidden gems  
to help you uncover the real city 
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Strolling Genteel Georgetown (p58)
ySwanky antique shops yRedolent bakeries

A Night Out in Dupont Circle (p100)
yGood-time bars yUnderground art

Mixing It Up in Columbia Heights (p120)
yLatino art and culture yHip cafes

A Capital Day 
on Capitol 
Hill (p72)
yMarkets 
yNeighborhood 
bars

Exploring 
Jazzy U 
Street & 
Shaw (p110)
yMusic venues 
ySoul food

Other great places 
to experience the 
city like a local: 

36)

(p62)

(p64)

78)

94)

(p79)

(p106)

107)

116)

Washington, DC
Local Life
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For more information, 
see Survival Guide (p145)

Currency
US dollar ($)

Language
English

Visas
Generally not required for stays of up to 

90 days; check www.state.gov/travel for 
details.

Money
ATMs widely available. Credit cards 

accepted at most hotels, restaurants 
and shops.

Cell Phones
The only foreign phones that will work in 

the USA are multiband GSM models. Buy 
prepaid SIM cards or a cheap pay-as-you-go 

phone locally.

Time
Eastern Standard Time (GMT/UTC minus 

Plugs & Adaptors
Plugs have two vertical pins; electrical 

current is 120V. Overseas visitors will need an 
adapter and maybe a transformer.

Tipping
Expected at most places. Restaurant servers 

15% to 20%. Bartenders 15% per round 
(minimum per drink $1). Porters $2 per bag. 

drivers 10% to 15%.

Arriving in 
Washington, DC

Washington Dulles International Airport 
(IAD; www.flydulles.com) is in the Virginia 
suburbs, 26 miles west of DC. Ronald 
Reagan Washington National Airport (DCA; 
www.flyreagan.com) is 4.5 miles south of 
downtown in Arlington, VA. Dulles is bigger, 
but Reagan is more convenient, as it’s closer 
and has a Metro stop.

 From Ronald Reagan 
Washington National Airport
Metro trains (around $2.60) depart every 10 
minutes or so between 5am and midnight (to 
3am Friday and Saturday); they reach the city 
center in 20 minutes. A taxi is $15 to $22.

 From Washington Dulles 
International Airport
The Silver Line Express bus runs every 15 
to 20 minutes from Dulles to Wiehle-Reston 
East Metro between 6am and 10:40pm (from 
7:45am weekends). Total time to the city 
center is 60 to 75 minutes, total cost around 
$11. A taxi is $62 to $73.

 From Union Station
All trains and many buses arrive at this huge 
station near the Capitol. There’s a Metro stop 
inside for easy onward transport. Taxis queue 
outside the main entrance.

Getting Around
The public-transportation system is a mix 
of Metro trains and buses. Visitors will find 
the Metro the most useful option. Buy a 
rechargeable SmarTrip card at any Metro 
station. You must use the card to enter and 
exit station turnstiles.

m Metro
DC’s subway system is fast and frequent 
(except during weekend track maintenance). 
It operates between 5am and midnight (3am 
on Friday and Saturday). Fares range from 
$1.85 to $6 depending on distance traveled. 
A day pass costs $14.50.

J Bus
Red DC Circulator buses are useful for the 
Mall, Georgetown, Adams Morgan and other 
areas with limited Metro service. Fare is $1.

P Taxi & Ride Share
Taxis are relatively easy to find (less so at 
night), but costly. Fares are $2.16 per mile; 
the meter starts at $3.25. The ride-hailing 
companies Uber, Lyft and Via are used more 
in the District.

H Bicycle
Lots of locals cycle to get around. Capital 
Bikeshare stations are everywhere; a day 
pass costs $8. Bike rentals for longer rides 
start at $16 per two hours.

Your Daily Budget
Budget: Less than $125

  Dorm bed: $30–55

  Lunchtime specials for food and happy-
hour drinks: $15–30

  Metro day pass: $14.50

Midrange: $125–350
  Hotel or B&B double room: $150–275

  Dinner in a casual restaurant: $15–25

  Bicycle tour: $40

Top End: More than $350
  Luxury hotel double room: $400

  Dinner at Pineapple and Pearls: $280

  Washington National Opera ticket: 
$100–200

Useful Websites
Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/usa/
washington-dc) Destination information, hotel 
bookings, traveler forum and more.

Destination DC (www.washington.org) 
Official tourism site packed with sightseeing 
and event info.

Cultural Tourism DC (www.culturaltourism 
dc.org) Neighborhood-oriented events and 
tours.

Advance Planning
Three months Book your hotel, request a 
White House tour, try for tickets to the Afri-
can American History and Culture Museum.

One month before Reserve tickets online 
for the National Archives, US Holocaust 
Memorial Museum, Ford’s Theatre and 
Capitol tour.

Two weeks before Reserve ahead at your 
must-eat restaurants.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know

Need to Know  1716

 Parking valets $2 to 
$5 when you’re handed 
back the keys.

Public Holidays
Banks, schools, offices 
and most shops close on 
these days:

New Year’s Day  
January 1

Martin Luther King Jr 
Day  
Third Monday in January

Inauguration Day  
January 20, every four 
years

Presidents’ Day  
Third Monday in February

Emancipation Day 
April 16

Memorial Day  
Last Monday in May

Independence Day 
July 4

Labor Day  
First Monday in Sep-
tember

Columbus Day  
Second Monday in 
October

Veterans Day  
November 11

Thanksgiving Day 
Fourth Thursday in 
November

Christmas Day  
December 25

Telephone
US country code %1

DC area code %202

Making international 
calls Dial %011 + coun-
try code + area code + 
local number.

Calling other US area 
codes or Canada Dial 
%1 + area code + seven-
digit local number.

Calling within DC Dial 
the seven-digit local num-
ber. If for some reason it 
doesn’t work, try adding 
%1 then the area code at 
the beginning.

Tourist  
Information
Destination DC (%20
2-789-7000; www.washington.
org)
site, with the mother lode 
of online information.

Smithsonian Visitor 
Center (Map p34; %20
2-663-1000; www.si.edu/
visit;  
h8:30am-5:30pm; W; 
m

 Located 
in the Castle, it is a great 

information desk and 
everything you ever 
wanted to know about 
the museum programs.

Travelers with  
Disabilities

 Most museums and 
major sights are wheel-
chair accessible, as are 
most large hotels and 
restaurants.

 All Metro trains and 
buses are accessible to 
people in wheelchairs. 
All Metro stations have 
elevators, and guide dogs 
are allowed on trains and 
buses.

Essential 
Information
Business Hours
Typical opening times in 
Washington, DC, are as 
follows:

Bars  
5pm to 1am or 2am 
weekdays, 3am on 
weekends

Museums  
10am to 5:30pm

Nightclubs  
9pm to 1am or 2am 
weekdays, 3am or 4am 
on weekends

 
agencies  
9am to 5pm Monday to 
Friday

Restaurants  
Breakfast 7am or 8am 
to 11am; lunch 11am or 
11:30am to 2:30pm; din-
ner 5pm or 6pm to 10pm 
Sunday to Thursday, to 
11pm or midnight Friday 
and Saturday

Shops  
10am to 7pm Monday to 
Saturday, noon to 6pm 
Sunday

Electricity

Type A
120V/60Hz

Type B
120V/60Hz

Money
ATMs

 ATMs are available 
24/7 at banks, airports 
and convenience shops.

 Most ATMs link into 
worldwide networks 
(Plus, Cirrus, Exchange 
etc).

 ATMs typically charge 
a service fee of $3 or 
more per transaction.

Credit Cards
 Visa, MasterCard 

and American Express 
are widely accepted at 
hotels, restaurants, bars 
and shops.

Tipping
Tipping is not optional. 
Only withhold tips in 
cases of outrageously 
bad service.

 Airport & hotel 
porters $2 per bag, 
minimum per cart $5.

 Bartenders 15% per 
round, minimum per 
drink $1.

  
$2 to $5 per night.

 Restaurant servers 
15% to 20%, unless 
a gratuity is already 
charged on the bill.

 Taxi drivers 10% to 
15%, rounded up to the 
next dollar.

Dos & Don’ts
Smoking Don’t smoke in restaurants or bars: DC 
is smoke free by law in those venues.

Dining People eat dinner early in Washington, 
often by 6pm.

On the Metro Stand to the right on the escalators; 
walk on the left.

Conversation It’s OK to ask locals you’ve just met, 
‘What do you do for work?’ Most people in DC have 
an intriguing job that they’re happy to discuss.
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QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

Essential Information
Including where to stay

The Best of 
 Washington, 
DC 
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
 Washington, 
DC 
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighborhood  by 
 neighborhood  

Need to Know
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Lonely Planet’s 
 Washington, DC 
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighborhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local 
Life’ pages will take you to 
some of the most exciting 
areas to experience the real 
 Washington, DC .

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
j Tram
d Train

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighborhood :
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
self, wielding a machine
liberate this timber-pan
upholstered bar during W
the Ritz’s showpiece is a
photos taken by Papa an
martinis in town. Dress 
(www.ritzparis.com; Hôtel Rit
Vendôme, 1er; h6.30pm-2a

Kong
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Washington Monument (p28) and the Reflecting Pool (p24), 
viewed from the Lincoln Memorial (p24).
LUCKY-PHOTOGRAPHER/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Welcome to 
Washington, DC

 The USA’s capital teems with iconic monuments, vast 
(and free) museums and the corridors of power where 
visionaries and demagogues roam. Seeing the White 
House and soaring Capitol will thrill, but it’s the cobble-
stoned neighborhoods, global cafes and jazzy bohemian 
quarters that really make you fall for DC, no matter what 
your politics.

QuickStart 
Guide

Washington, DC Top Sights . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8
Washington, DC Local Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
Washington, DC Day Planner  . . . . . . . . . . . . 14
Need to Know . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
Washington, DC Neighborhoods . . . . . . . . . 18
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Lincoln Memorial 
(p24)
 Reflect at Abe’s hallowed 
shrine.

National Air & 
Space Museum 
(p30)
 Rockets, airplanes and 
spaceships galore.
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  Washington, DC 
Top Sights

8
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