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Chiesa di Santa Maria dei Miracoli (p102)

Schola Spagnola The 
theatrical, elliptical 
women’s gallery attrib-
uted to Longhena. (p97 )

Best Pleasure 
Palaces
Ca’ d’Oro The grand-
est  palace on the Grand 
Canal, with Venetian 
Gothic trilobate (three-
lobed) arches and tiara-
like crenelllation. (p102 )

Palazzo Ducale Don’t 
be fooled by Antonio 
da Ponte’s pretty pink 
Gothic loggia: this 
palace was the seat of 
Venetian power. (p28)

Ca’ Rezzonico Renais-
sance grandeur gone 
baroque: designed by 
Longhena, finished by 

Massari and crowned 
with Tiepolo ceilings. 
(p58 )

Palazzo Grassi Gae 
Aulenti and Tadao Ando 
peeled back rococo 
flourishes to reveal Gior-
gio Massari’s neoclassi-
cal lines. (p36 )

Fondazione Querini 
Stampalia Baroque 
beauty with high-
modernist updates: 
Carlo Scarpa–designed 
gardens and gates, Mario 
Botta library and cafe. 
(p117 )

Best Modern 
Marvels
Biennale Pavilions 
High-modernist pavilion 
architecture – it may not 

sound like much, but it 
quite often steals the 
show at Art Biennales. 
(p116 )

Punta della Dogana A 
former customs ware-
houses creatively repur-
posed into cutting-edge 
installation-art galleries 
by Tadao Ando. (p58 )

Negozio Olivetti 
Forward-thinking Carlo 
Scarpa transformed a 
dusty souvenir shop into 
a high-tech showcase c 
1958. (p40 )

Fondazione Giorgio 
Cini Former naval 
academy rocks the boat 
as an avant-garde art 
gallery. (p141 )

 From glittering Byzantine churches to post-mod-
ern palaces, Venice astonishes at every gondola 
turn. Its 1000-year architectural history has 
several high-water marks: pointy Venetian Gothic 
arches rounded o   in the Renaissance; Palladio-
revived rigorous classicism amid baroque 
 ourishes; and stark modernism relaxing around 

decadent Lido Liberty (art nouveau).

Contemporary Venice
 Despite the constraints of history, a surprising num-
ber of projects have turned Venice into a portfolio of 
contemporary architecture.

MIT-trained Italian architect Cino Zucchi kicked 
off the creative revival of Giudecca in 1995 with 
his conversion of 19th-century  warehouses into art 
spaces and studio lofts. Since then London-based 
firm David Chipperfield Architects has breathed 
new life into the cemetery island of San Michele. 
Meanwhile, rebirth of the artistic kind underscores 
Fondazione Giorgio Cini’s redevelopment into a 
global cultural centre. Across the canal Venice’s 
historic Arsenale shipyards has seen its sheds turned 
into Biennale art galleries.

In addition, French art collector François Pinault 
hired Japanese architect Tadao Ando to repurpose 
Palazzo Grassi and the Punta della Dogana into 
settings for his contemporary-art collection, while 
Renzo Piano reinvented the Magazzini del Sale as a 
showcase for the Fondazione Vedova.

Culture and commerce co-exist in Dutch architect 
Rem Koolhaas’ redevelopment of the Fondaco dei 
Tedeschi. Once a base for German merchants, the 
16th-century palazzo (mansion) now houses a 
department store and a publicly accessible rooftop.

 Best Divine 
Architecture
Basilica di San Marco 
Byzantine domes glim-
mer with golden mosaics. 
(pictured above; p24 )

Basilica di Santa Maria 
della Salute Long-
hena’s bubble-domed 
marvel, believed to have 
mystical curative pow-
ers. (p58 )

Basilica di San Giorgio 
Maggiore Palladio’s 
expansive, effortlessly 
uplifting church and 
cloisters. (p130 )

I Frari A Gothic brick 
fancy with a scalloped 
roofline and a 14th-
century campanile (bell 
tower). (p72)

Chiesa di Santa Maria 
dei Miracoli The Lom-
bardos’ little Renaissance 
miracle in polychrome 
marble. (p102 )
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 Best Architecture  163162  Best Architecture

fee ‘corrected’ with liquor) accompa-
nied by Lavena’s nimble violinists.

2 Tango at Caffè Florian
   Caffè Florian (%041 520 56 41; www.
caffeflorian.com; Piazza San Marco 57; 
h9am-11pm; fSan Marco) maintains 
rituals established c 1720: white-
jacketed waiters serve cappuccino on 
silver trays, and the orchestra strikes 
up as sunsets illuminate San Marco’s 
mosaics. Piazza seating during 
concerts costs €6 extra, but dreamy-
eyed romantics hardly notice. Among 
Italy’s first bars to welcome women 
and revolutionaries, Florian’s radical-
chic reputation persists with its art 
installations.

3 Arias at Musica a Palazzo
 Hang onto your prosecco: it’s always 
high drama in the historic salons 
of    Musica a Palazzo (%340 971 72 
72; www.musicapalazzo.com; Palazzo 
Barbarigo Minotto, Fondamenta Duodo o 
Barbarigo 2504; ticket incl beverage €85; 
hfrom 8pm; fGiglio). The beautiful 
Venetian baroque palace overlooking 
the Grand Canal provides a unique, 
intimate setting as the audience 
follows the action from hall to hall, 
surrounded by authentic artworks 
and furnishings.

4 History at Museo 
della Musica
 Housed in the restored neoclassical 
Chiesa di San Maurizio,   Museo della 
Musica (%041 241 18 40; www.museodel-
lamusica.com; Campo San Maurizio 2603; 
admission free; h9.30am-7pm; fGiglio) 
presents a collection of rare 17th- to 
20th-century instruments, accom-
panied by informative panels on the 
life and times of Venice’s Antonio 
Vivaldi. The museum is funded by 
Interpreti Veneziani.

5 Baroque Bravado at 
Interpreti Veneziani
 Everything you’ve heard of Vivaldi 
from weddings and mobile ringtones 
is proved fantastically wrong by 
  Interpreti Veneziani (%041 277 05 
61; www.interpretiveneziani.com; Chiesa 
San Vidal, Campo di San Vidal 2862; adult/
reduced €29/24; hperformances 8.30pm; 
fAccademia), who play Vivaldi 
on 18th-century instruments as a 
soundtrack for living in this city of 
intrigue – you’ll never listen to The 
Four Seasons again without hearing 
summer storms erupting over the 
lagoon, or snow-muffled footsteps 
hurrying over footbridges in winter’s-
night intrigues.

 Once Venice’s dominion over the 
high seas ended, it discovered 
the power of high Cs, hiring as 
San Marco choirmaster   Claudio 
Monteverdi, the father of modern 
opera, and bringing on baroque 
with Antonio Vivaldi. Today, MP3s 
still can’t compare to Venice’s 
live-music offerings. While Teatro 
La Fenice is the obvious draw for 
opera lovers, try these other music 
destinations to immerse yourself 
in a Venetian soundtrack.

Local Life
Music in San Marco

1 Tarantella at Caffè Lavena
 Opera composer Richard Wagner had 
the right idea: when Venice leaves 
you weak in the knees, get a pick-
me-up at   Lavena (%041 522 40 70; 
www.lavena.it; Piazza San Marco 133/134; 
h9.30am-11pm; fSan Marco). An 
espresso at Lavena’s mirrored bar is 
a baroque bargain – try to ignore the 
politically incorrect antique ‘Moor’s 
head’ chandeliers. Spring for piazza 
seating to savour caffè corretto (cof-
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5 Veneziastampa
 Cross a couple of bridges 
until you smell ink dry-
ing on letterpress menus 
and cookbook ex libris 
labels at Veneziastampa 
(p89 ).

6 Museo di Storia 
Naturale di Venezia
 Learn the scientific 
names of the lagoon 
creatures you spotted at 
the market at Venice’s 
museum of natural his-
tory (p80 ), housed in a 
Grand Canal palace that 
was once the Turkish 
trading-house. It’s filled 
with curious specimens, 

but architecture made 
from shellfish and fish-
bones steals the show.

7 Riva di Biasio
 Walk this sunny Grand 
Canal footpath allegedly 
named for 16th-century 
butcher Biagio (Bia-
sio) Cargnio, whose 
sausages contained 
a special ingredient: 
children. When found 
out, Biasio was drawn 
and quartered.

8 Gelato di Natura
 Along with a dozen 
other things, Marco 
Polo is said to have 

introduced ice cream to 
Venice. At this gelato 
shop (p84) the experi-
mentation continues 
with small-batch gelato 
incorporating organic 
ingredients such as 
Bronte pistachios, Pied-
montese hazlenuts and 
Amalfi lemons.

9 Al Prosecco
 Happy-hour temptations 
ring nearby Campo San 
Giacomo dell’Orio, but 
gourmet adventures 
deserve natural-process 
prosecco (sparkling 
wine) toasts at Al 
Prosecco (p86 ).

2�The Walk
 Before there were painters, opera divas or doges 
in Venice, there   were fishmongers and grocers at 
the Rialto, bragging   shamelessly about their wares. 
Today, the trade-route cuisine they inspired fills this 
corner of Venice with delectable discoveries for all 
your senses. Follow your growling stomach to find 
them on this culinary walking tour.

 Start Rialto Market

Finish Al Prosecco

Length 3.25km; two hours

5�Take a Break
 Duck into All’Arco (p82 ) for the city’s best cicheti 
(Venetian tapas) – ask for una fantasia (a fantasy), 
and father-son chefs Francesco and Matteo will 
invent a dish with ingredients you just saw at the 
market.

1 Rialto Market
 A trip through gourmet 
history starts at this 
market (p74 ), with its 
roofed Pescaria, where 
fishmongers artfully 
arrange the day’s catch 
atop hillocks of ice.

2 Drogheria 
Mascari
 Glimpse trade-route 
treasures that made 
Venice’s fortune at this 
gourmet showcase 
(p90 ). Spice pyramids 
grace shop windows, 
while speciality sweets 
are dispensed from 
copper-topped apoth-
ecary jars.

3 Casa del 
Parmigiano
 Displays of local San 
Daniele ham and Taleg-
gio cheese at Casa del 
Parmigiano (p90 ) are 
reminders that Veneto’s 
culinary fame wasn’t 
built on seafood and 
spices alone.

4 Cárte
 Wander northwest to 
this tiny studio-boutique 
(p92 ) to browse lagoon-
rippled, marble-paper 
recipe albums, and dress 
for dinner with paper 
cocktail rings.

00000000

0000000000000000

00000000

000000000000

000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

00000000
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000

000000

000000000000
00000000000000000000000

000000

000000000000

0000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000

00000000

000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000000

000000000
000000

0000000000

000000000000000

000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

00000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000

000000000000000

000000000000000

000000000000000000
00000000

000000

000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000

000000000000

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000

0000000000

00000000000000000000000000000000

00000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000

00000000000000000000000000000000

00000000000000000000000000000000000

00000000000000000000000000000000

00000000000000000000000000000000000

0000000000000000000000000000

00000000

000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

00000000 000000000000

000000

000000000000

0000000000000000
000000000000000

000000000000
000000

0000000000000000

000000000000000

000000000000000000
000000

000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000

000000000

000000

000000000000000000000000

000000

000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000000

#

#

#

þ

þ

þ

#

#

æ

æ

#

#

f

f

SAN
POLO

CANNAREGIO

SANTA
CROCE

RIALTO

Grand Canal

Rio 
del

Beca
rie

Rio Marin

Ri
o

de
lle

Du
e T

or
ri

Ri
o di

Sa
n

Ca
ss

ia
no

Rio
di San

Zan
Degola

Rio
di

San Polo

Rio
di San

Agostino

Rio dei

M
eloni

Rio 
di

 Sa
n 

St
ae

Campo San
Giacomo
dell'Orio

Fo
nd

de
l M

eg
io

C
Cor

ner

C

Raspi

C
de

l M
eg

io
Saliz

di S
an

Sta
e

Riva di Biasio

Salizada del Fondaco
dei Turchi

C del Savio
C Gallion

C
Larga

dei Bari

C del Tentor
C dChiesa

C L
un

ga

C d Regina

C del
Campaniel

C
dei

Bot
er

i

C del
Boteri

Ruga Vec
ch

ia

C
del Tentor Ruga degli

Spezieri

C Zen

Ri
o

Te
rà

Lista dei Bari

C di Ruga
Vecchia

C Larga
C delTiozzi Ca' d'Oro

Traghetto

#1

#9

#4
#2

#5

#7
#6

#8

#3

0 200 m
0 0.1 miles#e

Venice Culinary 
Adventure

Best Walks

 Venice Culinary Adventure  153152

Fondamenta Santa Lucia, 
Cannaregio), appearing on 
signs as Ferrovia within 
Venice. The station 
has a helpful  tourist 
office (%041 24 24; www.
veneziaunica.it; h7am-9pm; 
fFerrovia) opposite plat-
form 3 where you can 
obtain a map and buy 
vaporetto tickets, and 
a  left-luggage depot 
(Deposito Bagagli; %041 
78 55 31; h6am-11pm) 
opposite platform 1.

Vaporetto
  Vaporetti connect Santa 
Lucia train station with 
all parts of Venice. Lines 
include the following:

Line 1 Covers the Grand 
Canal to San Marco 
and the Lido every 10 
minutes.

Line 2 Covers the Grand 
Canal with fewer stops, 
returning via Giudecca.

Lines 4.1 & 4.2 Circles 
Venice’s outer perimeter. 
Convenient for Cannar-
egio and Castello.

Lines 5.1 & 5.2 Covers 
the 4.1 and 4.2 route, 
plus the Lido, with fewer 
stops..

Line N All-night service 
stops along Giudecca, 
the Grand Canal, San 
Marco and the Lido.

Water Taxi
 The water taxi stand is 
outside the station on 
Fondamente Cossetti; 
fares start at €15 and 
add up quickly at €2 per 
minute.

Getting 
Around
Vaporetto
 The city’s main mode of 
public transport is the 
vaporetto (small passen-
ger ferry).

  ACTV (Azienda del Con-
sorzio Trasporti Veneziano; 
%041 272 21 11; www.actv.
it) runs all public trans-
port in Venice, including 
all the waterborne public 
transport.

 Major stops often have 
two separate docks serv-
ing the same vaporetto 
line, heading in opposite 
directions. Check land-
ing dock signs to make 
sure you’re at the right 
dock for the direction 
you want.

 Main lines get full 
fast, especially between 
8am to 10am and 6pm 
to 8pm. Also, boats can 

be overcrowded during 
Carnevale and in peak 
season.

 Line N o  ers all-night 
local service covering 
Giudecca, the Grand 
Canal, San Marco and 
the Lido (11.30am to 
4am, about every 40 
minutes).

 Inter-island ferry 
services to Murano, 
Torcello, the Lido and 
other lagoon islands 
are usually provided on 
larger motonave (big 
inter-island vaporetti).

Tickets & Passes
  Vènezia Unica (%041 24 
24; www.veneziaunica.it) is 
the main ticket seller, and 
you can purchase vapo-
retti tickets at booths at 
most landing stations. 
Tickets and multiday 
passes can also be pre-
purchased online.

 A one-way tickets cost 
€7.50.

 If you’re going to be 
using the vaporetto 
frequently (more than 
three trips), consider a 
Travel Card, which allows 
unlimited travel in set 
time periods.

 Always validate your 
ticket at yellow dockside 
machines at  rst usage. 
If you’re caught without 

Alilaguna Airport 
Shuttle
  There are four water 
shuttles are operated by 
Alilaguna (%041 240 17 
01; www.alilaguna.it; airport 
transfer one-way €15) that 
link the airport with vari-
ous parts of Venice at a 
cost of €8 to Murano 
and €15 to all other 
landing stages. The ride 
takes 45 to 90 minutes 
to reach most destina-
tions. Lines include the 
following:

Linea Blu (Blue Line) 
Stops at Lido, San Marco 
and Dorsoduro.

Linea Rossa (Red Line) 
Stops at Murano and 
Lido.

Linea Arancia (Orange 
Line) Stops at Stazione 
VeneziaSanta Lucia, 
Rialto and San Marco via 
the Grand Canal.

Linea Gialla (Yellow 
Line) Stops at Murano 
and Fondamente Nove 
(Cannaregio).

Bus
 Piazzale Roma is the 
only point within central 
Venice accessible by 
bus. Vaporetto lines and 
water taxis depart from 
Piazzale Roma docks.

  ACTV (Azienda del Con-
sorzio Trasporti Veneziano; 
%041 272 21 11; www.actv.
it) Bus 5 runs between 
Marco Polo Airport and 
Piazzale Roma (€8, 30 
minutes, four per hour). 
A bus+single vaporetto 
ticket costs €14.

  ATVO (%0421 59 46 
71; www.atvo.it; Piazzale 
Roma 497g, Santa Croce; 
h6.40am-7.45pm) Buses 
depart from the airport 
to  Piazzale Roma (€8, 
25 minutes, every 30 
minutes from 8am to 
midnight).

Water Taxi
 Water taxis can be 
booked at the  Consor-
zio Motoscafi Venezia 
(%041 240 6712; www.moto
scafivenezia.it; h9am-6pm) 
or  Veneziataxi (%informa-
tion 328 238 9661; www.
veneziataxi.it) desks in the 
arrivals hall, or directly 
at the dock. Private taxis 
cost from €110 for up to 
four passengers and all 
their luggage.

A shared taxi costs 
from €25 per person 
with a €6 surcharge for 
night-time arrivals. Seats 
should be booked online 
at www.venicelink.com. 
Be aware that shared 
taxis can wait some time 
to fill up and have set 

drop-off points in Venice.
Boats seat a maximum 

of eight people and 
accommodate up to 10 
bags.

Taxi
 A taxi from the aiport 
to Piazzale Roma costs 
€50. From there you can 
either hop on a vaporetto 
or pick up a  water taxi 
(Fondamente Cossetti) at 
Fondamente Cossetti.

Car
 Cars cannot be taken 
into central Venice. At 
Piazzale Roma and Tron-
chetto parking garages 
expect to pay from €15 
per day.

 From Piazzale Roma 
docks, you can take a 
vaporetto or water taxi.

 A  monorail (APM; 
www.avmspa.it; Piazzale 
Roma; per ride €1.50; 
h7.10am-10.50pm Mon-Sat, 
8.10am-9.50pm Sun), also 
known as the People 
Mover, connects the 
Tronchetto parking lots 
to Piazzale Roma (€1.50 
per person).

Stazione Venezia 
Santa Lucia
 All mainland trains ter-
minate in Venice’s  Santa 
Lucia train station 
(www.veneziasantalucia.it; 
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Basilica di
San Marco
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Chiesa di
San Giorgio
Maggiore

Chiesa di
San Giorgio
Maggiore

The Lagoon & the 
Islands (p128)

Top SightsE
Basilica di Santa Maria 
Assunta
Chiesa di San Giorgio 
Maggiore

San Marco & 
Palazzo Ducale 
(p22)
A downtown like no 
other: gondola traffic, 
acres of golden mosaics 
and legendary escapes 
from a pink Gothic 
prison.

Top SightsE
Basilica di San Marco
Palazzo Ducale

Cannaregio & the 
Ghetto (p94)
Follow serene 
canalbanks for bargain 
cicheti (Venetian tapas), 
priceless Tintorettos 
and a tiny island with a 
big history.

Top SightsE
Campo del Ghetto 
Nuovo & the Ghetto

Castello (p112)
Between Arsenale 
shipyards and Biennale 
pavilions, you can dine 
like a doge, drink like a 
sailor and stroll 
waterfront promenades.
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Collection
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Gallerie
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Peggy
Guggenheim
Collection

Scuola
Grande di
San Rocco

Rialto
Market
Rialto

Market

Campo del
Ghetto Nuovo
& the Ghetto

Campo del
Ghetto Nuovo
& the Ghetto

Dorsoduro & the 
Accademia (p48)
Venice's historic artists' 
quarter is packed with 
controversial artworks, 
hallowed architecture 
and marathon happy 
hours.

Top SightsE
Gallerie dell'Accademia
Peggy Guggenheim 
Collection

San Polo & Santa 
Croce (p68)
Treasure hunts in these 
side-by-side sestieri 
uncover priceless Titians, 
courtesan couture, 
scientific wonders and
culinary gems.

Top SightsE
Scuola Grande di
San Rocco
I Frari
Rialto Market

 Venice 
Neighbourhoods

Neighbourhoods  1918

Local experiences and hidden gems Local experiences and hidden gems 
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Happy Hour in Campo Santa Margherita (p54)
 ySpritz cocktails yLocal wines

Bars & Beaches on the Lido (p138)
 yBeaches yAlfresco entertainment

Cannaregio’s Cicheti Circuit (p98)
 yCreative seafood yVenetian small plates

 To get to know Venice from the inside out, hit the calli (lanes) to  nd artisans’ studios, 
bacari (hole-in-the-wall bars) and music venues for glimpses of Venetian life after 
hours   and behind the scenes, and then visit the outer islands Venetians have called 
home for a millennium.

 Venice 
Local Life

 Other great places 
to experience the 
city like a local: 

Music in San Marco 
(p32)

Fashion Finds in San 
Polo (p76)

Murano Art Glass 
(p134)

Getting Creative in 
Giudecca (p136)

Venice Italian School 
(p84)

Venice Photo Tour 
(p36)

Vogalonga (p146)

Musica in Maschera 
(p65)

Boating on the 
Lagoon (p142)

Local Life  1312

For more information,
see Survival Guide (p173)

  Currency
 Euro (€)

Language
 Italian and  Venetian (dialect)

Visas
 Not required for EU citizens. Nationals 

of Australia, Brazil, Canada, Japan, New 
Zealand and the USA do  not need visas for 

visits of up to 90 days.

Money
 ATMs are widely available and credit cards 
accepted at most hotels, B& Bs and shops. 

To change money you’ll need to present 
your ID.

Mobile Phones
 GSM and tri-  band phones can be used in 

Italy with a local SIM card.

Time
 GMT/UTC plus one hour during winter; 

GMT/UTC plus  two hours during summer 
daylight saving.

Tipping
 Optional 10% for good service at restaurants 
where not included in the bill; at least €2 per 

bag or night, for porter, maid or room service; 
optional for gondolas and water  taxis; leave 
spare change for prompt service at bar and 

cafe counters.

Arriving in Venice 
 Most people arrive in Venice by train, plane 
and, more controversially, cruise ship. There 
is a long-distance bus service to the city and 
it is also possible to drive to Venice, though 
you have to park at the western end of the 
city and then walk or take a vaporetto (small 
passenger ferry).

Flights, tours and rail tickets can be booked 
online at lonelyplanet.com/bookings.

A Marco Polo Airport
   Marco Polo Airport (%flight information 

041 260 92 60; www.veniceairport.it; Via 
Galileo Gallilei 30/1, Tessera) is Venice’s main 
international airport and is located in Tessera, 
12km east of Mestre.

  Inside the terminal you’ll find ticket 
offices for water taxis and Alilaguna water 
bus transfers (%041 240 17 01; www.
alilaguna.it; airport transfer one-way €15), 
and a Vènezia Unica tourist office (%041 
24 24; www.veneziaunica.it; Arrivals Hall; 
h8.30am-7pm) where you can pick-up pre-
ordered travel cards and a map.

L Stazione Venezia Santa Lucia
   Regional and international trains run 

frequently to Venice’s Santa Lucia train sta-
tion (www.veneziasantalucia.it; Fondamenta 
Santa Lucia, Cannaregio), appearing on signs 
as Ferrovia within Venice. The station has a 
helpful tourist office (%041 24 24; www.
veneziaunica.it; h7am-9pm; fFerrovia) 
opposite platform 3 where you can obtain a 
map and buy vaporetto tickets.

  Vaporetti (Azienda del Consorzio Trasporti 
Veneziano; %041 272 21 11; www.actv.it) 
connect Santa Lucia train station with all 
parts of Venice. There is also a water-taxi rank 
just out front.

Getting Around
 Walking is the most scenic and often easiest 
way to get around Venice – and it’s free. The 
other way to navigate this city on the water 
is by boat, and there are plenty of boating 
options. Cars and bicycles can be used on 
the Lido.

N Vaporetto
 These small passenger ferries are Venice’s 
main public transport – note the line and 
direction of travel at the dock to make sure 
you catch the right boat. Single rides cost 
€7.50; for frequent use, get a timed pass for 
unlimited travel within a set period (1/2/3/7-
day passes cost €20/30/40/60).

N Gondola
 Not mere transport but an adventure – and 
the best way to slip into Venice’s smaller 
canals. Daytime rates run to €80 for 30 
minutes (six passengers maximum) or €100 
for 35 minutes from 7pm to 8am, not includ-
ing songs or tips.

N Water Taxi
 The only door-to-door option, but fares are 
steep at €15 plus €2 per minute, plus sur-
charges for night-time, luggage, large groups 
and hotel services. Book ahead.

N Traghetto
 Locals use this daytime public gondola ser-
vice (€2) to cross the Grand Canal between 
bridges.

H Bicycle
 Only allowed on the Lido, where bike hire is 
available and affordable (€9 per day).

K Car
 No cars are allowed in Venice beyond Piazzale 
Roma, where parking starts at €15 per day. 
Cars can be used on the Lido.

Your Daily Budget
 Budget: Less than €120

  Dorm bed:  €35–60

  Cicheti (bar snacks) at All’Arco: €5–15

  Spritz (prosecco cocktail): €2.50–4

Midrange: €120–250
  B&B: €70–180

  Civic Museum Pass: €24

  Midrange dinner: €35–40

Top End: More than €250
  Boutique hotel: €200-plus

  Gondola ride: €80

  Top-end dinner: €50–60

Useful Websites
   Lonely  Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/

venice) Expert travel advice.

  Venice Comune (www.comune.venezia.it) 
City of Venice official site with essential info, 
including high-water alerts.

  VeneziaUnica (www.veneziaunica.it) The 
main tourism portal with online ticketing for 
public transport and tourist cards.

Advance Planning
 Two months before Book high-season accom-
modation and tickets to La Fenice, Venice Film 
Festival premieres and Biennale openings.

Three weeks before Check special-event 
calendars at www.veneziadavivere.com, and 
reserve boat trips.

One week before Make restaurant reserva-
tions for a big night out; skip the queues 
by booking tickets to major attractions, 
exhibitions and events online at www.
veneziaunica.it.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know

Need to Know  1716

part of the number and 
must always be dialled. 
Toll-free (free-phone) 
numbers are known as 
numeri verdi and usually 
start with %800.

International Calls
 The cheapest options 
for calling internation-
ally are free or low-cost 
computer programs 
such as Skype, FaceTime 
and Viber, cut-rate call 
centres or international 
dialling cards, which are 
sold at news-stands and 
tobacconists. All of these 
offer cheaper calls than 
the Telecom payphones.

If you’re calling an 
international number 
from an Italian phone, 
you must dial %00 to 
get an international line, 
then the relevant country 
and city codes, followed 
by the telephone number.

To call Venice from 
abroad, call the interna-
tional access number for 
Italy (%011 in the United 
States, %00 from most 
other countries), Italy’s 
country code %39, then 
the Venice area code 
%041, followed by the 
telephone number.

Toilets
 Public toilets  Available 
near tourist attractions 

(€1.50) and open from 
7am to 7pm.

Bars and cafes For cus-
tomers only. Look before 
you sit: even in women’s 
bathrooms, some toilets 
don’t have seats.

Museums This is your 
best option – where 
available.

Tourist Information
  Vènezia Unica (%041 
24 24;  www.veneziaunica.it) 
runs all tourist informa-
tion services and offices 
in Venice. It provides 
information on sights, 
itineraries, day trips, 
transport, special events, 
shows and temporary 
exhibitions. Discount 
passes can be prebooked 

on its website.
Find offices at Marco 

Polo Airport, Santa Lucia 
train station and on 
Piazza San Marco.

Travellers with 
Disabilities
 With  nearly 400 foot-
bridges and endless 
stairs, Venice is not an 
easy place for travellers 
with disabilities.

 Vaporetti are the 
most e  ective way to 
access sites and avoid 
bridges. Passengers in 
wheelchairs travel for 
just €1.50, while their 
companion travels free.

 The  Disabled Assis-
tance O   ce (Sala Blu; 
%800 906 060; Stazione 
Venezia Santa Lucia; 

 Electricity Money
  ATMs Widely available

Credit cards Accepted 
at most hotels, B&Bs 
and shops.

Money changers At 
banks, airport and some 
hotels; you’ll need ID.

Tipping Ten per cent 
optional for good restau-
rant, hotel and gondola 
services.

Public Holidays
 Holidays   that may affect 
opening hours and tran-
sit schedules:

Capodanno/Anno 
Nuovo (New Year’s Day) 
1 January

Epifania/Befana 
(Epiphany) 6 January

Pasquetta/Lunedì 
dell’Angelo (Easter 
Monday) March/April

Giorno della 
Liberazione (Liberation 
Day) 25 April

Festa del Lavoro 
(Labour Day) 1 May

Festa della Repubblica 
(Republic Day) 2 June

Ferragosto (Feast of the 
Assumption) 15 August

Ognissanti (All Saints’ 
Day) 1 November

Immaculata Con-
cezione (Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception) 
8 December

Natale (Christmas Day) 
25 December

Festa di Santo Ste-
fano (Boxing Day) 26 
December

Safe Travel
 Precautions  Mind your 
step on slippery canal 
banks, especially after 
rains. Watch out for 
petty theft around Ven-
ice’s train station.

Children Few canal banks 
and bridges  have railings, 
and most Gothic palaces 
have lots of stairs.

Rising water Flooding 
in low-lying areas is a 
regular occurrence in 
Venice. See p110 for 
more information.

Telephone
Mobile Phones
  GSM  and tri-band phones 
can be used in Italy with a 
local SIM  card.

Area Codes
 The  dialling code for Italy 
is %39. The city code 
for Venice is %041. The 
city code is an integral 

Dos & Don’ts
  Do keep right along narrow lanes and let peo-

ple pass on the left.

 Don’t linger on small bridges taking photo-
graphs at lunchtime and 3pm during the school 
run. And,  avoid sel  e sticks which threaten to 
poke passers-by in the eye.

 Do o  er help to people struggling with strollers 
or bags on bridges.

 Don’t push. Allow passengers to disembark 
before boarding boats. Pay attention to calls of 
‘Permesso!’ (Pardon!) as people try to exit busy 
boats.

Essential Information  181180  Survival Guide

Type F
230V/50Hz

Type L
220V/50Hz

QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Getting Around
Travel like a local

 Neighbourhood s
What’s where

Essential Information
Including where to stay

The Best 
of Venice
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
Venice
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighbourhood  by 
 neighbourhood  

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Best Walks
See the city on foot

Local Life
The insider's city

Venice’s Best…
The best experiences
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :
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Lonely Planet’s 
Venice
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of Venice. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighbourhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of Venice: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real Venice.

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
j Tram
d Train
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Welcome to 
Venice

 ‘Ooooooeeeee!’ Gondoliers call out in narrow canals. With 
the world’s highest density of Unesco-protected master-
pieces, Venice will earn gasps from you too. Once you’ve 
seen palaces built on water, partied in costume like Casa-
nova and eaten chorus lines of red-footed lagoon scallops, 
you’ll greet every canal bend with anticipation.

QuickStart 
Guide

7
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  Basilica di  San Marco (p24)
 East meets West in this architectural treasure.
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 Venice 
Top Sights

8
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