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For more information, 
see Survival Guide (p145)

Currency
New Taiwanese Dollar (NT$)

Languages
Mandarin, Taiwanese and English

Visas
Tourists from most European countries, 
Canada, the US, Australia (see Taiwan’s 

updates), New Zealand, South Korea and 
Japan are given visa-free entry for stays of 

up to 90 days.

Money

accepted at most midrange and top-end 
hotels and at top-end restaurants.

Mobile Phones

SIM cards with prepaid plans, which you can 
purchase at airport arrival terminals and top 
up at telecom outlets or convenience stores.

Time
National Standard Time (GMT/UTC plus 

eight hours)

Tipping
Tipping is not customary in restaurants or 

service charge.

Arriving in Taipei
A From Taiwan Taoyuan 
International Airport
Getting into town from this airport is easy if 

45 to 90 minutes. There are taxis, a fleet of 
-

tion all going to central Taipei. An MRT line 

As a rough guide, the airport to downtown 

A From Taipei Songshan Airport
If you arrive here, you are already in the city. 
There’s an MRT station and taxis wait directly 
outside.

L From Tapei Main Station

Getting Around

easy to use. It’s also inexpensive. Buy an 
-

MRT stations and convenience stores and 

including high speed rail, for YouBike hire, 

and food outlets. Alternatively, the Taipei-

mMRT

it has five colour-coded lines and is super 

H Bicycle

trails. Most MRT stations and tourist sights 
have YouBike stations.

K Taxi

drivers won’t speak English, so make sure your 
destination is written down in Chinese. Short 
journeys in the city will average NT$300.

J Bus

Walking

Your Daily Budget
Budget: Less than NT$3000

  

  

  

Midrange: NT$3000–8000
  

  

  

NT$400

Top end: More than NT$8000
  

  

  

Useful Websites
Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/
taiwan/taipei) Destination low-down, hotel 

Travel.Taipei (www.taipeitravel.net/en) Taipei 
city government’s tourist guide to the capital.

Taipei MRT (english.trtc.com.tw) Maps the 
city and gives travel advice.

Advance Planning
  Check your passport is valid for at least 

three months).

  

you’re heading away.

  Bring two pieces of identification – it will 

Before You GoNeed to 
Know

Need to Know  

National
Palace

Museum

Taipei
101

Shilin (p112)
Worth a Trip

Xinyi (p98)

Songshan (p86)

Da'an (p70)

Gateway to the hills’ fresh 
air, ancient treasures in a 
world-class setting, the 
changing of the guard 
and a brilliant 
night-market.

Top Sights

Top Sight

This is Taipei’s top real 
estate, planted with 
glassed towers and 
malls. Dig deeper to find 
heritage sites, parks and 
a mountain trail.

Top Sight

Sprawling with rowdy 
night-time markets, the 
Las Vegas of temples, 
and a sleepy, funky 
neighbourhood of hip 
local designers.

Modern and middle-
class, a university district 
meets high-street 
shopping, boutiques, 
cafes and cosmopolitan 
restaurants.

National Palace 
Museum
Shilin Night Market

Maokong Gondola
(p84)

Taipei 101

Chiang Kai-shek
Memorial Hall

Dihua
Street

Huashan 1914
Creative Park

Shilin
Night

Market

Bao'an
Temple

Zhongshan & 
Datong (p40)

Zhongzheng
(p22)

Ximending & 
Wanhua (p60)

The historical quarter, 
with restored temple 
complexes, puppet 
theatres, and Qing-era 
shopfronts mixed with 
cafes and wine bars.

Top Sights

The capital’s political 
heart. Admire colonial 
grandeur, tree-lined 
boulevards, memorial 
parks, halls and 
museums.

Top Sights

Gritty, messy and true to 
life. Traditional temples 
thronging with prayer, 
dubious backstreets and 
a neon-bathed youth 
shopping hub.

Bao’an Temple
Dihua Street

Chiang Kai-shek 
Memorial Hall
Huashan 1914
Creative Park

Taipei
Neighbourhoods

Neighbourhoods  1918

National Palace Museum (p114)
World-class and absorbing collection of Chinese antiquities, rich in history, 
exquisite in entirety. No excuses, you must visit.

Taipei 101 (p100)
This slimline symbol of the city stands head and shoulders above everything 
else. Get your eagle-eyed cityscape view from the observation deck in the 
clouds.
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Xinyi (p98)
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A Saunter Around 
Songshan (p88)

 Night markets of snacks 
and shoes

 Lover’s point, riverside
Come evening, Songshan 
emerges as a centre for 
consuming goods of all 
kinds from pork buns to 
spangly bras. Dragon-
guarded temples remind 
us to pay our respects 
between purchases. The 
river offers an escape from 
the crowds, chatter and 
bargaining, and a place 
where young couples seal 
their bond.

Dining & Drinking in 
Dongmen (p72)

 Crumbling prison walls
 Restaurants and bars

This is the eat, drink, and 
be merry – decorously –  

district. As dusk falls, 
office workers gather to 
drink a pint; families 
converge for chopstick-
clattering dinners. This 
genteel neighbour-
hood also harbours 
quiet points of reflection, 
remnants of Japanese 
rule and memories of 
controversial leaders.

Shopping in  
Xinyi (p102)

 Ritzy shopping malls
 Tai chi in the park

On weekends, Xinyi 
explodes with shoppers – 
happy snacking, relaxing 
with tea, and stopping to 
listen to street singers. 
This is modern Taipei, 
international Taipei, look-
ing forward to a better 
future. In contrast, on 

the western fringe is the 
shady wooded Zhongshan 
Park where the retired 
carve out a little mellow 
corner.

Riding up  
the River (p124)

 Flea market
 Bird nature park

On weekends and 
holidays, the riverside 
paths become winding 
lanes of cyclists, joggers 
and friends just out for 
a stroll or walking their 
dog. At one point all is 
peace – the city skyline 
reflecting in the water, 
forests of reeds, dotted 
with water birds and 
turtles – the next erupts 
in a carnival of families 
picnicking and playing 
sports.

Taipei’s tourist sights are world class, but what makes a trip here so special is sensing 
the city’s true vibe, looking beneath the surface to see what makes it tick.
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Cyclists on Taipei’s riverside path (p124)

Other great places 
to experience the 
city like a local: 

Pablo (p34)

Miramar Entertain-
ment Park (p56)

Tianhou Temple (p65)

Chi Fan Shi Tang (p78)

1001 Nights Hookah 
Lounge Bar (p95)

Village 44 (p106)

Cafe Dogs & Cats 
(p122)

Taipei
Local Life

Local Life  1312

QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

 Neighbourhood s
What’s where

Essential Information
Including where to stay

The Best 
of Taipei
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
Taipei  
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighbourhood  by 
 neighbourhood  

Best Walks
See the city on foot

Taipei’s Best…
The best experiences
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
t London Tube
j Tram
d Train

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :

000000000000000000000000000000000000

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

¡

¡

£

¡

¡

¡

¡

¡

£

¡

¡

#

#

#

þ

þ

þ

#

#

#

æ

æ

æ

#ï

#

#

#

#

ý

û

ý

û

Pont du
Carroussel

Pont
Royal

1er

8e

Cour
Napoléo

Pl d
Pala
Roy

Pl du
Carrousel

Jardin du
Carrousel

Pl de
l'Opéra

Pl des
Pyramides

Jardin des
Tuileries

R
Ro

ya
le

Bd
M
alesherbes

Bd des Italien
s

R
St
-F
lo
re
nt
in

Av
de

l'O
péra

R
Tr
on

ch
et

R Auber

R
de

la
Pa
ix

R de Rivoli

R du Quatre Septembre

R
Sc

rib
e

R
de

R
ic
he

lie
uAv

de
l'O

péra

Q des Tuileries

Q du Louvre

Bd des Capuc
ines

Av
du

G
én
ér
al
Le
m
on

ni
er

R Villedo

R
du

M
ar
ch

é
St
-H
on

or
é

R
d'
Al
ge
r

R
Vo

ln
ey

R
G
ai
llo
n

R du Faubourg St-Honoré

R
M
oli
èr
e

R
de

l'E
ch
el
le

R
D
uphot

R Thérèse

R Daunou

R
des Capucines

R Danielle Casanova

R
de

la
So

ur
di
èr
e

R
de

G
ra
m
on

t

R de Sèze

R duMont Thabor

R
St
-R
oc
h

R
Ca

m
bo

n

R des Petits Champ

Pyramides

Opéra

Concorde

Madeleine

Tuileries

Palais Royal –
Musée du

Louvre

Quatre
Septembre

Musée du
Louvre

Jeu de
Paume

Jardin des
Tuileries

Place
Vendôme6

5

3 22

19

14

16

23 24

25

1

#
#
æ 1
ý 21

A

1

3

4

5

B C D

2

 For reviews see
   Top Sights p104
   Sights p112
   Eating p113
   Drinking p114
   Entertainment p115
   Shopping p116

1

28 The Louvre  & Les Halles
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
self, wielding a machine
liberate this timber-pan
upholstered bar during W
the Ritz’s showpiece is a
photos taken by Papa an
martinis in town. Dress 
(www.ritzparis.com; Hôtel Rit
Vendôme, 1er; h6.30pm-2a

Kong
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Lonely Planet’s 
  Taipei
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighbourhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real Taipei.

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.
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Taipei skyline, dominated by Taipei 101 (p100)
TRISTAN TAN / SHUTTERSTOCK©

Taipei Top Sights ......................................................... 8

Taipei Local Life ...........................................................12

Taipei Day Planner ....................................................14

Need to Know ............................................................16

Taipei Neighbourhoods ............................................18

Welcome to 
Taipei

 Taipei is the Yin and Yang of cities: modern malls and 
trading towers stack next to smoky temples and Qing-era 
shophouses. Its beauty is born from a blend of Chinese, 
Japanese, Southeast Asian and American influences, seen 
from its cuisine to the courtesy of its people. Taipei today 
is a celebration of tolerance and taste. Welcome to Asia’s 
most progressive capital!

QuickStart 
Guide 

7
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Taipei 101 (p100)
 This slimline symbol of the city stands head and shoulders above everything 
else. Get your eagle-eyed cityscape view from the observation deck in the 
clouds.
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