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For more information,
see Survival Guide (p147)

  Currency
 US dollar ($)

 Language
 English

 Visas
 Visa requirements vary widely for entry 

to the US and are liable to change. For 
up-to-date information, check www.travel.

state.gov.

Money
 ATMs are widely available. Credit cards 

are accepted at most hotels, restaurants 
and shops.

  Mobile Phones
 The US uses CDMA-800 and GSM-1900 

bands. SIM cards are relatively easy to obtain.

 Time
 Paci  c Standard Time (GMT/UTC minus 

eight hours)

 Plugs & Adaptors
 Plugs have two vertical pins, electrical 

current is 120V. European visitors may need a 
transformer in addition to an adapter.

 Tipping
 Expected in most places 

Bartenders and waitsta   15% to 25%
Hotel porters $1 to $3 per bag

Taxi drivers 10% to 15%

 Arriving in Seattle
 Seattle is served by Sea-Tac International 
Airport. Link light rail trains connect the 
airport with downtown Seattle. Amtrak 
trains use King Street station on the cusp of 
downtown.

A From Sea-Tac International 
Airport

Destination Best Transport
 Downtown Light Rail Central 

Link

Pioneer Square Light Rail Central 
Link

Seattle Center Light Rail Central 
Link & Monorail

Belltown Light Rail Central 
Link & walk

d From King Street Station
Destination Best Transport
 Downtown Light Rail Central 

Link

Georgetown Bus 124

International 
District

Streetcar

Getting Around
 There is a large and growing network of pub-
lic transportation in Seattle. Fares are very 
reasonable. Light rail trains and streetcars 
have ticket machines at stations. For buses, 
pay on boarding.

m Metro
 Regular all-day service on one light rail line 
between Sea-Tac airport and the University of 
Washington via downtown.

U Tram
 Two streetcar lines. South Lake Union line 
runs from Westlake Center to South Lake 
Union every 15 minutes. First Hill line runs 
from Pioneer Square to Capitol Hill. Fares are 
adult/child $2.25/1.50.

J Bus
 Run by King County Metro Transit (%20
6-553-3000; www.metro.kingcounty.gov) on 
a wide number of routes. Buses are pay-as-
you-enter and cost a peak-time flat fee of 
adult/child $2.75/1.50.

H Bike
 Seattle has a bike-sharing scheme called 
Pronto (%844-677-6686; www.prontocycle
share.com) covering most of the central area. 
A 24-hour pass costs $8 payable at machines 
at any stations. You can also rent helmets.

N Boat
 A water taxi runs between Pier 50 on the 
waterfront to West Seattle, daily in summer, 
weekdays only in winter.

 Your Daily Budget
 Budget: Less than $125

  Dorm bed in a hostel: $25–35

  Pike Place Market take-out snacks: $3–6

  Certain days at museums: free

Midrange: $125–250
  Online deal at a no-frills hotel: $120–170

  Pub/bakery/sandwich bar meal: around $10

  Cheap tickets for sports games: from $12

Top end: More than $250
  Downtown hotel room: more than $200

  Meal at innovative restaurant: from $50

  Tickets to the theater or a concert: from $40

Useful  Websites
 The Stranger (www.thestranger.com) 
Seattle’s best newspaper for entertainment 
listings – and it’s free.

Seattle Weekly (www.seattleweekly.com) The 
city’s other free newspaper can be picked up 
in coffee bars or metal street-side dispensers.

Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/seattle) 
Information, hotel bookings and more.

Advance Planning
 One month before Start looking at options 
for car rental, accommodations, tours and 
train tickets.

Two weeks before Whether you’re hoping 
to see an opera performance or a Mariners 
game, it’s wise to buy tickets in advance.

One to two days before Book popular 
restaurants. Search the Stranger and 
the Seattle Times for upcoming art and 
entertainment listings.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know

Need to Know  1716

 Space Needle (p56)
 The city icon that is as synonymous with Seattle as the letters S-E-A-T-T-L-E 
was built for the 1962 World’s Fair, and its novel revolving restaurant and 
bold futuristic design have proved durable.

 Museum of Pop 
Culture (p60)
 Paying homage to the 
left-handed, guitar-
burning musical genius 
that was Jimi Hendrix, 
Paul Allen’s architectur-
ally bizarre MoPOP is 
an apt memorial in a 
region that has long 
been a powerful musical 
innovator.

 Pike Place Market (p26)
 Way more than just a market, 110-year-old Pike Place is a living community, a 
cabaret show, a way of life and an intrinsic piece of Seattle’s soul.
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4 Seattle Central 
Library
 Spectacular from the 
outside with its rough-
cut diamond shape, 
Seattle’s glass-heavy 
library (p32 ) is worth 
a peek inside. Go for a 
quick ride up its lime-
green escalators to see 
how good architecture 
can combine practical-
ity and beauty. There 
are wide-ranging views 
from the top levels.

5 1201 Third 
Avenue
 The magnificence of 
the Seattle skyline is 

reflected in the 55-story 
1201 Third Avenue 
building at 3rd Ave and 
Seneca, which changes 
colors with the clouds 
and sunsets. This is the 
second-tallest building 
in Seattle and dates 
from 1988. Seattleites 
have nicknamed it ‘the 
Spark Plug.’

6 Rainier Tower
 With its inverted base 
looking like a tree 
that’s been nibbled by 
a beaver, Rainier Tower 
has been nicknamed the 
‘beaver building.’ Tak-
ing up an entire block 
between 4th and 5th 

Aves and University and 
Union Sts is Rainier 
Square, a shopping 
center connected to the 
top-heavy tower.

7 Fairmont 
Olympic Hotel
 The Jazz Age Fair-
mont Olympic Hotel 
dates from 1924 and 
is undoubtedly one of 
the classiest remnants 
of Seattle’s early-20th-
century heyday. The 
block-square building 
looks sober and unre-
vealing on the outside, 
but journey through 
the revolving doors to 
discover a plush lobby.

2 The Walk
 Downtown Seattle isn’t the city’s most buzzing or 
creative neighborhood, but its tall, modern sky-
scrapers contain some interesting architectural 
details rarely spared a glance by the suited office 
workers who hurry from building to building at 
street level. This walk incorporates the most im-
portant examples of Seattle’s skyscraper ‘art’ from 
early art deco to 21st century ultra-modernism.

Start Arctic Building; d Pioneer Square

Finish Westlake Center; d Westalke

Length 1 mile; 45 minutes

5 Take a Break
 You’re so close to Pike Place Market that it would 
be foolish not to dive into its welcoming melee 
to satisfy your cravings. Countless cheap eats 
make tempting entreaties.  Beecher’s Handmade 
Cheese (p33) is a perennial favorite.

1 Arctic Building
 The Arctic building 
was constructed in 1917 
as an eponymous club 
started by Klondike 
gold-rush veterans. Its 
defining feature is the 
25 walrus heads that 
embellish the building’s 
exterior a couple of 
floors up. After admir-
ing their tusks, walk up 
Cherry St and take a left 
onto 4th Ave.

2 Columbia 
Center
 Taking up the block 
between 4th and 5th 
Aves and Columbia and 
Cherry Sts, the Colum-
bia Center (p32 ) is the 
tallest building on the 
West Coast. If you have 
time (and $14), check 
out the observation 
deck on the 73rd floor.

3 Safeco Plaza
 Built in 1969, the Safeco 
Plaza was one of Seat-
tle’s first real skyscrap-
ers, ending the Space 
Needle’s short seven-
year reign at the top. 
The building ushered in 
an era of massive down-
town growth – most of 
it in a vertical direction. 
It is now Seattle’s fifth-
tallest building.
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  Bicycle
 y Best for...Exercise, 
short hops and navigating 
tra   c-calmed neighbor-
hoods like South Lake 
Union.

  Pronto Cycle Share 
(%844-677-6686; www.
prontocycleshare.com) is 
Seattle’s bike-sharing 
scheme. It covers most 
of the central area of 
the city. There are 500 
available bikes located 
in 54 docking stations. 
A 24-hour Pronto pass 
costs $8 and is payable 
at machines at any sta-
tion. You also have the 
option to rent manda-
tory helmets.

 Bike lanes all around 
the city have improved 
exponentially since the 
introduction of Pronto 
back in 2014. They 
are painted green and 
usually separated from 
tra   c lanes.

 Private Vehicle
 y Best for...Arriving 
only! Get around town 
by public transportation 
or bike.
 Seattle traffic is dis-
proportionately heavy 
and chaotic for a city 
of its size, and parking 
is generally scarce and 
expensive. Add to that 
the city’s bizarrely

cobbled-together mish-
mash of skewed grids, 
the hilly terrain and the 
preponderance of one-
way streets and it’s easy 
to see why driving down-
town is best avoided if at 
all possible.

Essential 
Information

  Business Hours
 Banks 9am or 10am to 
5pm or 6pm weekdays; 
some also 10am to 2pm 
Saturday

Businesses 9am to 
5pm or 6pm weekdays; 
some also 10am to 5pm 
Saturday

Restaurants Breakfast 
7am to 11am, brunch 7am 
to 3pm, lunch 11:30am to 
2:30pm, dinner 5:30pm 
to 10pm

Shops 9am or 10am to 
5pm or 6pm (or 9pm in 
shopping malls) week-
days, noon to 5pm (later 
in malls) weekends; 
some places open till 
8pm or 9pm

 Electricty

120V/60Hz

120V/60Hz

 Emergency
 The Community 
Information Line (%20
6-461-3200) provides 

straightforward – just 
take I-5 north.

 King Street Station
  First Hill streetcar 

runs from near King 
Street Station through 
the International District 
and First Hill to Capitol 
Hill every 15 minutes. 
Fares are $2.25/1.50 per 
adult/child.

 Central Link’s light 
rail station International 
District/Chinatown is 
adjacent to King Street 
station. From here it 
is three stops (seven 
minutes) to the Westlake 
Center in downtown. 
Fares are $2.25/1.50 per 
adult/child.

The Piers
  Metro buses 24 and 19 

connect Pier 91 in Mag-
nolia with downtown via 
the Seattle Center. Fares 
are a  at $2.75.

  Shuttle Express 
(%425-981-7000; www.
shuttleexpress.com) links 
the piers with Sea-Tac 
airport ($22) or down-
town ($12).

 Driving to Pier 52 for 
the car ferries, leave I-5 
at exit 164A (north-
bound) or exit 165B 
(southbound).

 Getting 
Around

 Light Rail
 y Best for...Getting from 
downtown to outlying 
areas like the airport and 
the U District.

   Sound Transit (www.
soundtransit.org) operates 
Link light rail. The  rst – 
and, as yet, only – Seattle 
line, Central Link, runs 
from Sea-Tac airport 
to the University of 
Washington via Westlake 
Station in downtown.

 Fares within the city 
limits are $2.25. From 
downtown to the airport 
costs $3. Trains run be-
tween 5am and 12:30am.

 Streetcar
 y Best for...Sightseeing, 
fun and getting around 
South Lake Union and 
First Hill.

   Seattle Streetcar (www.
seattlestreetcar.org) has two 
lines: the 2.6-mile South 
Lake Union line that runs 
between the Westlake 
Center and Lake Union; 
and the First Hill line, 
which opened in 2016 and 
runs from Pioneer Square 
via the International 

District and First Hill to 
Capitol Hill.

 Fares cost a standard 
$2.25/1.50 per adult/
child. Streetcars breeze 
by every 15 minutes from 
6am to 9pm (slightly 
later on Friday and 
Saturday).

 Bus
 y Best for...Short hops 
and getting to some of 
Seattle’s outlying sights 
and neighborhoods.

   King County Metro 
Transit (%206-553-3000; 
www.metro.kingcounty.gov) 
operates Seattle’s buses. 
The website prints sched-
ules and maps and has a 
trip planner.

 Fares within Seattle 
city limits are a  at $2.75 
at peak hours (6am to 
9am and 3pm to 6pm 
weekdays); o  -peak 
rates are $2.50. Those 
aged six to 18 pay $1.50, 
kids under six years are 
free, and seniors and 
travelers with disabilities 
pay $1.

 Rapid Ride buses 
(labeled A to F) are faster 
and more frequent (every 
10 minutes). Of interest 
to travelers are lines C 
(downtown to West Seat-
tle) and D (downtown to 
Ballard).

   151150  Survival Guide

 

Discovery
Park

Pike Place Market

Pioneer Square
Historical District

Space Needle
Chihuly Garden & Glass

Museum of Pop Culture 

Museum of History
& Industry

Seattle Art Museum

Museum of
Flight

Downtown, Pike 
Place & Waterfront 
(p22)
Downtown’s skyscrapers 
and department stores 
temper the brimming 
energy of one of the
US’ biggest and oldest 
farmers markets.

Top Sights
Seattle Art Museum
Pike Place Market

Pioneer Square & 
International 
District (p40)
Seattle’s oldest quarter 
offers a handsome 
ensemble of historic 
red-bricked buildings 
beside an atmospheric 
Asian quarter.

Top Sight
Pioneer Square 
Historical District

Belltown & Seattle 
Center (p54)
Culinary and musical 
invention characterize 
creative Belltown; 
entertainment venues 
and museums crowd the 
Seattle Center.

Top Sights
Space Needle
Chihuly Garden & Glass
Museum of Pop Culture

Queen Anne & Lake 
Union (p72)
Old money haunts 
Queen Anne’s gracious 
mansions; new money 
spurs the rapid 
development around 
Lake Union.

Top Sight
Museum of History & 
Industry

Fremont & Green 
Lake (p92)
Fremont is off-beat and 
bizarre and proud of it; 
Green Lake is prettier 
but more sober.

Ballard & Discovery 
Park (p100)
You can commune with 
nature in Ballard’s 
numerous parks and 
chink glasses with beer 
aficionados in its bars 
and breweries.

Top Sight
Discovery Park

Georgetown & West 
Seattle (p112)
Art, beer and airplane 
memorabilia light up 
Georgetown; beaches, 
retro vinyl and fish ‘n’ 
chips illuminate West 
Seattle.

Top Sight
Museum of Flight

 Seattle 
Neighborhoods

Neighborhoods  1918
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versity of Washington 
campus sits next to the 
shabbier ‘Ave,’ an eclectic 
strip of cheap boutiques, 
dive bars and ethnic 
restaurants for those on 
tight budgets.

Fremont Taste Tour 
(p94)

  Breweries
 Co  ee

Fremont’s restaurant 
scene is a regularly 
shuffled pack of cards 
with a few jokers 
thrown in. Locavore 
food is the latest niche. 
The neighborhood 
is also home to an 
excellent array of bars, 
taverns and brewpubs, 

and is a good place to 
uncover Seattle’s latest 
trends and zeitgeist.

Ballard’s Bars 
& Beer Culture 
(p104)

  Bars
 Historic quarter

Ballard is Seattle’s beer 
capital, which is saying 
something in a city that 
helped kick-start North 
America’s 1980s micro-
brewing obsession. New 
bars and restaurants 
seem to pop up in the 
space of a lunch break, 
with fresh competition 
sitting alongside the dive 
bars of yore.

Belltown, Old & New 
(p62)

  Bars
 Nightlife

For many people, Belltown 
is the pinnacle of Seattle’s 
nightlife. Others dream 
nostalgically of the days 
when stage-diving was 
still an acceptable form 
of social interaction. 
Whichever view you hold, 
Belltown remains stuffed 
with strategically located 
places to eat, drink and 
listen to music.

Queen Anne Co  ee 
Crawl (p76)

  Architecture
 Co  ee

Coffee is practically a 
synonym for Seattle, and 
Queen Anne is the elegant 
quarter where many of 

the pioneering roasters 
and baristas confected 
their first lattes. Stroll 
past well-heeled mansions 
and drink in vast views as 
you taste the best brews 
the city has to offer.

A Musical Education 
in Capitol Hill 
(p86)

  Live music
 Clubbing

Those who walk through 
Capitol Hill quickly 
uncover its musical beat, 
whether it’s pogoing to 
retro grunge in a punk 
pub or salsa-ing with a 
drag queen in a gay club. 
Tour the bars and dives 
of the Pike–Pine Corridor 
and listen out for the 
sound waves of Seattle’s 
musical underground.

Parks & Pubs 
Around Lake 
Washington 
(p88)

  Parks
 Pubs

Beyond the Central Dis-
trict on Seattle’s east side, 
the city quickly melts into 
leafy suburbs interspersed 
with spacious parks over-
looking Lake Washington. 
Once you’re done with 
frolicking in the sun (or 
rain) with a frisbee, a host 
of cozy neighborhood 
pubs await.

Cheap Thrills on 
‘the Ave’ (p90)

  Cheap eats
 Shopping

The U District is Seattle’s 
proverbial student-ville, 
where the beautiful Uni-

 After checking o   Seattle’s big-hitter sights, here’s how you can experience what 
makes the city tick – the quiet local parks, hidden co  ee corners, bohemian bars and 
envelope-pushing music venues that make up the Seattleite’s Seattle.

 Other great places 
to experience the 
city like a local: 

Bainbridge Island Ferry 
(p34)

First Thursday Art Walk 
(p46)

Owl & Thistle (p37 )

Ballard Farmers Market 
(p110 )

West Seattle Fish ‘n’ 
Chips (p119 )

Salumi Artisan Cured 
Meats (p49 )

Myrtle Edwards Park 
(p69 )

Cheshiahud Loop 
(p80 )

Fremont Almost Free 
Outdoor Cinema 
(p98 )

Flip Flip Ding Ding 
(p120 )

 Seattle 
  Local Life
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Washington Park Arboretum

Places to Kayak
Lake Union Dodge 
boats, sea-planes and 
ducks in Seattle’s watery 
‘car park.’ (p80 )

Alki Beach Park Cast off 
from the beach and pon-
der distant Puget Sound 
islands. (p117 )

Green Lake Park Calm, 
placid lake in suburban 
neighborhood equipped 
with handy boat rental 
concession. (p97 )

Places to  jog
Discovery Park 12 miles 
of trails and multiple 
ecosystems in which to 
lose yourself. (p102 )

Myrtle Edwards Park 
Join the lunchtime 

hordes along the shores 
of Elliott Bay. (p69 )

Green Lake Park Exer-
cise central with lots of 
potential to overtake – or 
be overtaken! (p97 )

Pinball
Seattle Pinball Mu-
seum One of Seattle’s 
weirdest but most wel-
come museums lets you 
play on all the exhibits. 
(p46 )

Flip Flip Ding Ding New 
bar–games room that 
holds regular pinball 
competitions. (p120 )

Shorty’s Belltown dive 
bar where pinball never 
went out of fashion. 
(p70 )

 

 Activities
Best

 Never mind the rain – that’s why waterproofs 
were invented. When you live this close to the 
mountains, not to mention all that water and an 
impressive mélange of parks, it’s just criminal not 
to get outdoors, come rain, hail or shine. Seattle 
is rare for a large city in that many forms of out-
door recreation are available within the city itself.

On the Water
 Seeing Seattle from the water is a surefire way to 
fall in love with the city. A number of places rent 
 kayaks and  canoes, or you can arrange a guided 
tour. Sailing lessons are also available from the 
 Center for Wooden Boats (p80) on Lake Union; 
the center also offers free 45-minute sailboat rides 
every Sunday morning (first come, first served).

The calmest, safest places to launch boats are 
Green Lake, Lake Union or near the water-taxi dock 
in Seacrest Park in West Seattle. If you’re not confi-
dent, take a lesson. Several of the rental companies 
in Green Lake, Westlake (Lake Union) and the U 
District offer instruction from around $60 per hour.

 Swimming
 When summer temperatures rise, there’s no more 
popular place to be than on one of Seattle’s beaches. 
One of the most visited is Alki Beach in West Seat-
tle, a real scene with beach volleyball, acres of flesh 
and teenagers cruising in their cars. Beware: the 
seawater is cold! For freshwater, Green Lake Park 
has two swimming and sunbathing beaches, as 
do several parks along the western shores of Lake 
Washington, including Madison, Madrona, Seward, 
Magnuson and Mt Baker Parks. Lifeguards are on 
duty at public beaches between 11am and 8pm mid-
June to Labor Day (beginning of September).

Worth a 
Trip

 The wild and 
lovely   Washington 
Park Arboretum 
(g11), stretch-
ing from Madison 
Valley up to Union 
Bay, offers a wide 
variety of gardens, 
a wetlands nature 
trail and 200 acres 
of mature forest 
threaded by paths. 
With more than 
5500 plant species 
growing within the 
arboretum’s bound-
aries, it’s a great 
place to walk, jog or 
throw a frisbee.

y Top Tip
    Seattle Parks & 

Recreation (%20
6-684-4075; www.
cityofseattle.net/
parks) operates four 
public  golf courses 
in Seattle (green 
fees from around 
$35), along with a 
nine-hole pitch-and-
putt course located 
at Green Lake, a fun 
spot to go if you’re 
just learning, or 
lack the patience or 
experience to go a 
full round.
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Destination information 
and reviews of Lonely 
Planet’s top choices and 
bookings.

 Visit Seattle (www.
visitseattle.org) Deals 
available through the 
‘Lodging’ page of the of-
 cial Seattle/King County 

website.

 Seattle Bed & 
Breakfast Association 
(www.lodginginseattle.
com) Portal of the city’s 
20 best B&Bs.

Best Budget

   Moore Hotel (www.
moorehotel.com) Cheap, 
historic and perfectly 
comfortable bargain 
option on the cusp of 
downtown.

  Hotel Hotel Hostel 
(www.hotelhotel.co) 
Fremont’s only non-B&B 
accommodation – a kind 
of hipster hostel with 
industrial-chic decor.

  City Hostel Seattle 
(www.hostelseattle.com) 
Hostel with private op-
tions and good wall art in 
Belltown.

  Green Tortoise Hostel 
(www.greentortoise.net) Se-
attle’s favorite backpack-
er haunt location across 
the street from Pike Place 
Market.

Best Midrange

   Edgewater (www.
edgewaterhotel.com) A 
hotel steeped in rock 
history that juts out over 
Elliott Bay.

  Hotel Max (www.
hotelmaxseattle.com) 
Boutique hotel with an 
art and music theme on 
the cusp of Belltown and 
downtown.

  University Inn (www.uni
versityinnseattle.com) Close 
to the university, but a 
long way from austere 
student digs.

  Palladian Hotel (www.
palladianhotel.com) Big 
boutique hotel in Bell-
town with funky rock-star 
wall art.

Best Top End

   Hotel Monaco (www.
monaco-seattle.com) Lavish 
downtown hotel with re-
freshingly down-to-earth 
service.

  Fairmont Olympic 
Hotel (www.fairmont.com/
seattle) Seattle’s jazz-age 
giant rolls out the red 
carpet in downtown.

  Arctic Club (www.
thearcticclubseattle.com) 
Commodious throwback 
to the age of the gold 
rush.

 Arriving in 
Seattle

 Sea-Tac 
International 
Airport

   Sound Transit (www.
soundtransit.org) runs 
the Central Link light 
rail service between 
the city center and the 
airport. Trains go every 
15 minutes or better 
between 5am and just 
after midnight. The ride 
between the Westlake 
Center (downtown) and 
Sea-Tac takes 37 minutes 
and costs $3.

   Shuttle Express 
(%425-981-7000; www.
shuttleexpress.com) has a 
pickup and drop-o   point 
on the 3rd  oor of the 
airport garage; it charges 
approximately $18 and is 
handy if you have a lot of 
luggage.

 Taxis are available at 
the parking garage on the 
3rd  oor. Fares to down-
town start at $42.

 Rental-car coun-
ters are located in the 
baggage-claim area.

 Driving into Seattle 
from the airport is fairly 

 Book Your Stay
 y Top Tip Seattle hotel 
rooms are subject to a 
room tax of 15.6% (less 
for most B&Bs and his-
torical properties), which 
will be tacked onto the 
 nal bill.

 Hotel prices in Seattle vary 
considerably. For the best 
deals, search around on-
line. Room prices can vary 
wildly depending on:

 Season – you can get 
up to 50% o   the rack 
rates from November to 
March; peak season is 
generally May through 
August.

 Day of the week – week-
ends are usually cheaper.

 Time of booking – ear-
lier is usually better.

 Hotel capacity – the 
fuller the hotel, the more 
expensive it is.

 Luck – are they throwing 
a deal?

Useful Websites

  Lonely Planet (www.
lonelyplanet.com/seattle) 

  Winter (Dec-Feb) 
Dreary, though rarely 
super-cold, with plenty of 
rainy days.

 Spring (Mar-May) 
Brings a few gorgeous 
days. More crowded 
around Easter and 
during numerous May 
festivals.

 Summer (Jun-Aug) 
Dry and sunny and thus 
the best time to visit, 
although you’d be wise to 
book ahead.

 Fall (Sep-Nov) Early 
fall is less crowded than 
summer but with more 
changeable weather.

Before You Go

  When to Go

Survival 
Guide

F DNOSAJJMAMJ

°C/°F Temp Rainfall inches/mm 

0

10/250

4/100

6/150

8/200

2/50

-20/-4

-10/14

0/32

20/68

30/86

40/104

50/122

10/50
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QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

Essential Information
Including where to stay

Best Walks
See the city on foot

Explore 
 Seattle 
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighborhood  by 
 neighborhood  

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

The Best 
of  Seattle 
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

 Neighborhood s
What’s where

 Seattle ’s Best…
The best experiences
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Lonely Planet’s 
 Seattle 
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighborhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real  Seattle .

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
D Monorail
b Subway
j Tram
d Train

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighborhood :
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
self, wielding a machine
liberate this timber-pan
upholstered bar during W
the Ritz’s showpiece is a
photos taken by Papa an
martinis in town. Dress 
(www.ritzparis.com; Hôtel Rit
Vendôme, 1er; h6.30pm-2a

Kong
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Seattle waterfront
CDRIN/SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Seattle Top Sights ...........................................  8

Seattle Local Life ............................................. 12

Seattle Day Planner .........................................  14

Need to Know ...................................................  16

Seattle Neighborhoods ...................................  18

Welcome to 
Seattle

 Blink and it’s changed: Seattle can be that ephemeral. 
Welcome to a city that pushes the envelope, embraces 
new trends and plots a path toward the future. But it’s not 
all technological wizardry. Set on a jagged coastline amid 
emerald islands and snow-capped volcanoes, Seattle is 
handsome as well as precocious; a cultured slice of Pacific 
Northwestern splendor.

QuickStart 
Guide 

7
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 Pike Place Market (p26)
 Way more than just a market, 110-year-old Pike Place is a living community, a 
cabaret show, a way of life and an intrinsic piece of Seattle’s soul.
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 Seattle Art 
Museum (p24)
 Seattle’s art creden-
tials are growing ever 
stronger thanks, in part, 
to this envelope-pushing 
downtown museum 
with dual specialties 
in modern and Native 
American art.

 Pioneer Square 
Architecture 
(p42)
 The homogeneous red-
bricked neighborhood 
that served as Seattle’s 
original downtown still 
reeks of history, intrigue 
and stories from the 
city’s pioneering days.

 Chihuly Garden & 
Glass (p58)
 The US’ capital of 
glass art offers up this 
imaginatively laid out 
set of galleries and 
gardens displaying the 
whimsical creations of 
local glass sculptor Dale 
Chihuly.
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