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For more information,
see Survival Guide (p177)

  Currency
 US dollar ($)

 Language
 English

 Visas
 The US Visa Waiver Program allows 

nationals of 38 countries to enter the US 
without a visa.

 Money
 ATMs widely available; credit cards 

accepted at most hotels, stores and 
restaurants. Many farmers-market stalls, 
food trucks and some bars are cash only.

   Cell Phones
 Most US cell phones besides the iPhone 

operate on CDMA, not European-standard 
GSM; check compatibility with your phone 

service provider.

 Time
 Paci  c Standard Time (GMT/UTC minus 

eight hours)

 Plugs & Adapters
Electric current in the USA is 110 to 115 volts, 
60Hz AC. Outlets may be suited for  at two-
prong or three-prong plugs. If needed, get a 

transformer or adapter at Walgreens.

   Tipping
 At restaurants, add 15% (bad service) to 25% 
(exceptional service) to the bill. Count on $1 to 

$2 per drink at bars, $2 per bag to hotel porters, 
and 15% or $1 minimum per taxi ride.

Arriving in San 
Francisco

  Service from three airports makes reaching 
San Francisco quick and convenient. Big Area 
Rapid Transit (BART) offers easy access to 
downtown San Francisco from SFO and Oak-
land airports; from San Jose airport, shuttles 
connect to Caltrain. Amtrak trains are a low-
emissions, scenic option for domestic travel 
to San Francisco.

A From San Francisco 
International Airport (SFO)
 Fast rides to downtown SF on BART cost 
$8.95; door-to-door shuttle vans cost $17 to 
$20, plus tip; express bus fare to Transbay 
Transit Center is $2.25 via SamTrans; taxis 
cost $40 to $55, plus tip.

A From Oakland International 
Airport (OAK)
 Catch BART from the airport to downtown SF 
($10.20); take a shared van to downtown SF 
for $30 to $40; or pay $60 to $80 for a taxi 
to SF destinations.

L From Emeryville Amtrak station 
(EMY)
 Located outside Oakland, this depot serves 
West Coast and nationwide train routes; 
Amtrak runs free shuttles to/from San Fran-
cisco’s Ferry Building, Caltrain, Civic Center 
and Fisherman’s Wharf.

Getting Around
  Small, hilly San Francisco is walkable, with 
public transportation and occasional taxis or 
bikes for backup. For transit options, depar-
tures and arrivals, check www.511.org or call 
%511. A detailed Muni Street & Transit Map is 
available free online (www.sfmta.com).

U Cable Car
 Frequent, slow and scenic, from 6am to 1am 
daily; joyride from downtown to Chinatown, 
North Beach and Fisherman’s Wharf. Single 
rides cost $7; for frequent use, get a Muni 
Passport (per day $21).

K Muni Streetcar
 Lines connect downtown and SoMa with 
Golden Gate Park, the Mission and the 
Castro. Historic F-line streetcars run from 
Fisherman’s Wharf down Market St to the 
Castro. Fares are $2.50.

J Muni Bus
 Reasonably fast, but schedules vary wildly by 
line. Fares are $2.50.

b BART Subway
 High-speed transit from downtown to Civic 
Center, the Mission, Oakland/Berkeley, SFO 
and Millbrae, where it connects with Caltrain. 
Within SF, one-way fares start at $1.95.

P Taxi
 Taxi fares start at $3.50 at flag drop and run 
about $2.75 per mile. Add 15% to the fare as 
a tip ($1 minimum).

Your Daily Budget
   Budget: Less than $150

  Dorm bed: $33–60

  Food-truck fare: $5–13

  Live North Beach music or comedy: 
free–$15

Midrange: $150–350
  Downtown hotel/home-share: $130–180

  Ferry Building meal: $18–45

  Alcatraz night tour: $44.25

Top end: More than $350
  Boutique hotel: $180–380

  Chef’s tasting menu: $60–228

  Opera orchestra seats: $90–140

Useful Websites
    SFGate (www.sfgate.com) San Francisco 

Chronicle news and event listings.

  7x7 (www.7x7.com) Trend-spotting restau-
rants and bars.

  Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/
san-francisco) Expert local advice.

Advance Planning
 Two months before Book hotels and 
Alcatraz tours for May to September; walk to 
build stamina for hills.

Three weeks before Book Precita Eyes 
Mission mural and Chinatown Alleyways 
tours; reserve for dinner at Rich Table, Benu 
or Coi.

One week before Search for theater 
tickets and find out what else is on next 
weekend.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know

Need to Know  1716

 Sea Lions at Pier 39
   Rock stars wish they could live like San Fran-
cisco’s sea lions, who’ve taken over an entire 
yacht marina with their harems since 1990. Since 
California law requires boats to make way for 
marine mammals, up to 1300 sea-lion squat-
ters oblige yacht-owners to relinquish  Pier 39 
(%415-705-5500; www.pier39.com; cnr Beach St & the 
Embarcadero; pc; g47, jPowell-Mason, mE, F) slips 
from January through July. Night and day they 
canoodle, belch, scratch and gleefully shove one 
another off the docks.

Musée Mécanique
  Laughing Sal has freaked out visitors with her 
coin-operated cackle for 100 years, but don’t 
let this manic mannequin deter you from the 
best arcade in the west. With a few quarters 
at the  Musée Mécanique (%415-346-2000; www.
museemechanique.org; Pier 45, Shed A; h10am-8pm; 
c; g47, jPowell-Mason, Powell-Hyde, mE, F), you 
can start bar brawls in mechanical Wild West 
saloons, save the world from Space Invaders and 
get your fortune told by an eerily lifelike wooden 
swami.

USS Pampanito
  Dive, dive, dive! Head into the belly of a restored 
 WWII US Navy submarine (%415-775-1943, tickets 
855-384-6410; www.maritime.org/pamphome.htm; Pier 
45; adult/child/family $20/10/45; h9am-8pm Thu-Tue, to 
6pm Wed; c; g19, 30, 47, jPowell-Hyde, mE, F) that 
sunk six Japanese ships (including two carry-
ing British and Australian POWs). Submariners’ 
stories of tense moments in underwater stealth 
mode will have you holding your breath – cau-
tion, claustrophobes – and all those brass knobs 
and hydraulic valves make 21st-century technol-
ogy seem overrated.

y Top Tips
  Afternoon fog 

blows in around 4pm, 
sometimes earlier 
in summer. Carry a 
jacket and don’t wear 
shorts, except in a rare 
heatwave.

 Most people cover 
waterfront attractions 
on foot or bike – wear 
comfortable shoes and 
sunscreen.

 Fisherman’s Wharf 
is most popular with 
families, who pack the 
waterfront by early 
afternoon. To dodge the 
crowds, arrive at Pier 
43½ seafood shacks 
early for lunch and visit 
the USS Pampanito and 
Maritime Museum in the 
afternoon.

5 Take a Break
 Snack shacks line the 
Pier 39 boardwalk and 
flank picnic benches 
at Pier 43½, including 
Fisherman’s Wharf 
Crab Stands (p44). 
To treat/bribe kids, 
try Kara’s Cupcakes 
(p45).

 Where fishermen once snared sea creatures, San 
Francisco now traps tourists in a commercial 
sprawl between the cable-car terminus and the 
Alcatraz Cruises port. But where you’d least 
expect it, Fisherman’s Wharf offers surprise and 
delight. Here you can sunbathe with sea lions, 
ride carousel unicorns, experience stealth mode 
inside a WWII submarine, consult 100-year-old 
fortune-tellers, and watch sharks circle from the 
safety of glass tubes built right into the bay.

 1 Map p40, C2

www.  shermanswharf.org
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Sea lion at Fisherman’s Wharf

 Top Sights
  Fisherman’s Wharf

Fisherman’s WharfFisherman’s Wharf & the Piers 3736

Vesuvio (p65)

K
R

IS
 D

A
V

ID
S

O
N

/
LO

N
E

LY
 P

L
A

N
E

T
 ©

sunny Poetry Room, 
with its piles of freshly 
published verse. Rest 
in the Poet’s Chair, and 
read a poem to inspire 
your journey through 
literary North Beach.

4 Beat Museum
  Don’t be surprised 
to hear a Dylan jam 
session by the front 
door, or glimpse Allen 
Ginsberg naked in 
documentary footage 
screened inside the 
Beat Museum (p59 ); 
the Beat goes on here in 
rare form.

5 Specs Museum 
Cafe
  Begin your literary bar 
crawl at Specs (p64 ) 
amid merchant-marine 
memorabilia, tall tales 
and a glass of Anchor 
Steam.

6 Jack Kerouac 
Alley
  On the Road author 
Jack Kerouac once blew 
off Henry Miller to go 
on a bender, until Vesu-
vio (p65 ) bartenders 
ejected him into the 
street now named for 
him: Jack Kerouac 
Alley (p60 ). Note the 

words of Chinese poet 
Li Po embedded in the 
alley: ‘In the company 
of friends, there is never 
enough wine.’

7 Li Po Cocktails
  Follow the literary 
lead of Kerouac and 
Ginsberg and end your 
night under the laugh-
ing Buddha at Li Po 
(p65 ). There may not 
be enough wine among 
friends, but there’s 
plenty of beer.

2 The Walk
 Poetry is in the air and on the sidewalk on this liter-
ary tour of North Beach featuring legendary City 
Lights bookstore, home of Beat poetry and free 
speech. It’s an easy walk, but you’ll want at least a 
couple of hours to see the neighborhood as On the 
Road author Jack Kerouac did – with drinks at the 
beginning, middle and end.

Start Bob Kaufman Alley; J Columbus Ave

Finish Li Po; J Kearny St

Length 1.5 miles; two hours

5 Take a Break
 Hot out of the century-old oven, the focaccia at 
Liguria Bakery (p62 ) is equal parts flour, water 
and poetry.

1 Bob Kaufman 
Alley
  This quiet alley is 
named for the legend-
ary street-corner 
poet who cofounded 
Beatitudes magazine in 
1959, but took a vow of 
silence after Kennedy’s 
assassination. He didn’t 
speak again until the 
Vietnam War ended, 
when he walked into a 
North Beach cafe and 
recited ‘All Those Ships 
that Never Sailed’.

2 Caffe Trieste
  Order a potent espresso, 
check out the opera on 
the jukebox and slide 
into the back booth 
under the Sardinian 
fishing mural, where 
Francis Ford Coppola 
drafted the screenplay 
for The Godfather. Caffe 
Trieste (p65 ) has been 
a neighborhood institu-
tion since 1956, with 
the local characters and 
bathroom-wall poetry to 
prove it.

3 City Lights
  ‘Abandon all despair, 
all ye who enter,’ reads 
a sign by poet-founder 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti at 
City Lights (p58 ). This 
commandment is easy 
to follow upstairs in the 
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Key Routes & 
Destinations

  F Fisherman’s Wharf 
& Embarcadero to Castro.

 J Downtown to Mis-
sion/Castro.

 K, L, M Downtown to 
Castro.

 N Caltrain and AT&T 
Park to Haight, Golden 
Gate Park and Ocean 
Beach.

 T Embarcadero to 
Caltrain and Bayview.

BART
   Best for... travel be-

tween downtown and the 
Mission, East Bay and SFO.

 Destinations Down-
town, Mission District, SF 
and Oakland international 
airports, Berkeley and 
Oakland.

 Tickets Sold in BART 
station machines; fares 
start at $1.95.

 Schedules Consult 
http://transit.511.org.

Bus
   Best for... travel to/

from the Haight, Marina 
and the Avenues.

 Muni SF’s bus, street-
car and cable car lines 
are operated by Muni.

 Tickets Standard fare 
$2.50; buy on board (exact 
change required) and at 
underground Muni sta-
tions. Keep ticket for trans-

fers (good for 90 minutes 
on streetcars and buses), 
and to avoid a $100  ne.

 Schedules On digital 
bus-stop displays and 
maps, plus http://tran-
sit.511.org; for real-time 
departures, see www.
nextmuni.com. Weekend 
and evening service is 
limited.

 Night service ‘Owl’ 
service (1am to 5am) 
o  ered on limited lines, 
with departures every 30 
to 60 minutes; Late Night 
Transfers valid for travel 
8:30pm to 5:30am.

 System map Available 
free online (www.sfmta.
com).

Taxi
   Best for... SoMa and 

Mission club nights.

 Fares Meters start at 
$3.50 plus about $2.75 
per mile and 10% tip ($1 
minimum).

 Taxi services Com-
panies with 24-hour 
dispatches include  De-
Soto Cab (%415-970-1300; 
http://  ywheeltaxi.com/), 
 Luxor (%415-282-4141; 
www.luxorcab.com) and  Yel-
low Cab (%415-333-3333; 
www.yellowcabsf.com).

Bicycle
   Best for... sightseeing 

along the waterfront and 
west of Van Ness Ave.

 Rentals Near Golden 
Gate Park and Fisher-
man’s Wharf.

Car
   Best for... trips out 

of town. Avoid driving in 

9000; www.gosfovan.com) 
and  American Airporter 
Shuttle (%415-202-0733; 
www.americanairporter.com).

 Express bus Take 
 SamTrans (%800-660-
4287; www.samtrans.com) to 
Transbay Transit Center 
($2.25).

 Taxis Depart from 
outside baggage claim; 
$40 to $55 to most SF 
destinations.

 Car Downtown San 
Francisco is a 20- to 
60-minute, 14-mile trip 
north from SFO up Hwy 
101.

Oakland 
International 
Airport (OAK) 

  BART BART people-
mover shuttles run every 
10 to 20 minutes from 
Terminal 1 to the Coli-
seum station, where you 
connect with BART trains 
to downtown SF ($10.20, 
25 minutes).

 Door-to-door vans 
Shared rides to SF run 
$30 to $40 on  Super-
Shuttle (%800-258-3826; 
www.supershuttle.com).

 Taxis Depart curbside; 
fares $60 to $80 to SF.

San Jose 
International 
Airport (SJC)

  Caltrain The VTA Air-
port Flyer (bus 10; tickets 

free, 5am to 11:30pm) 
departs every 15 to 30 
minutes to Santa Clara 
station, where trains 
depart to San Francisco. 
Caltrain terminal is at 
the corner of 4th and 
King Sts (one way $9.25, 
90 minutes); see www.
caltrain.com for details.

 Car Downtown San 
Francisco is 50 miles 
north of SJC, via Hwy 101.

Emeryville Amtrak 
Station (EMY)

  Train  Amtrak (%800-
872-7245; www.amtrakcalifor-
nia.com) serves San Fran-
cisco via Emeryville (near 
Oakland), and runs free 
shuttle buses from its 
Emeryville station to San 
Francisco’s Ferry Building 
and Caltrain station.

Getting 
Around
 Cable Car

   Best for... scenic 
routes and handling hills 
between downtown and 
Fisherman’s Wharf and 
North Beach.

 Tickets Cost $7 per 
ride (no on/o   privileges). 
Purchase on board from 
conductor or at cable-car 
turnaround kiosks.

 Passes For multiple 
rides, get a Muni Passport 
(one/three/seven days 
$21/32/42).

 Seating Each car seats 
about 30, plus stand-
ing passengers clinging 
to straps. To secure a 
seat, get on at cable-car 
turnarounds.

Streetcar
   Best for... travel to the 

Castro and Ocean Beach 
and along Market St 
and the Embarcadero to 
Fisherman’s Wharf.

 Muni streetcar The N 
Judah line connects SoMa, 
downtown and Ocean 
Beach. The F line connects 
Fisherman’s Wharf to the 
Castro via the Embarca-
dero and Market St. The 
Muni Street & Transit Map 
is available free online 
(www.sfmta.com).

 Tickets Standard fares 
cost $2.50 (exact change 
required).

 Schedules Around 5am 
to midnight weekdays; lim-
ited schedules on week-
ends. For route-planning 
and schedules, consult 
http://transit.511.org; for 
real-time departures, see 
www.nextmuni.com.

 Night service L and N 
lines operate 24 hours, 
but above-ground ‘Owl’ 
buses replace streetcars 
between 12:30am and 
5:30am.

Transit Passes
  Muni Passport Allows unlimited travel on all 

Muni transport, including cable cars; it’s sold at 
the Muni kiosk at the Powell St cable car turna-
round on Market St, San Francisco Visitor Infor-
mation Center, the TIX Bay Area kiosk at Union 
Square and shops around town – see www.sfmta.
com for exact locations. One-day passports can 
be purchased from cable-car conductors.

 Clipper Cards Downtown Muni/BART stations 
issue the Clipper Card: a reloadable transit card 
with a $3 minimum valid for Muni, BART, Caltrain 
and Golden Gate Transit (not cable cars). Clipper 
cards automatically deduct fares and apply 
transfers; only one Muni fare is deducted in a 
90-minute period.

Getting Around  181180  Survival Guide
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Golden Gate Bridge 
& the Marina (p22)
In full view of San 
Francisco's iconic 
landmark, you'll find 
Yoda, Disney, nature and 
nudity.

Top Sights1
Golden Gate Bridge

Hayes Valley & 
Civic Center
(p94)
Grand buildings and 
great performances, 
foodie finds and local 
designs.

Top Sights1
Asian Art Museum

North Beach & 
Chinatown (p52)
Dragon gates and dim 
sum on one end of Grant 
St, parrots and espresso 
on the other – and 
poetry in every alley.

Top Sights1
Coit Tower &
Filbert Street Steps

Worth a Trip
Top Sights1

Alcatraz (p48)
Exploratorium (p50)

The Haight & NoPa 
(p130)
Sixties flashbacks, 
radical fashion, free 
music and pricey 
skateboards.

Golden Gate Park & 
the Avenues (p140)
SF’s Wild West is where 
the bison roam, 
penguins waddle, 
hippies drum and 
surfers rip.

Top SightsE
Golden Gate Park
California Academy of
Sciences
de Young Museum

The Mission (p110)
A book in one hand, a 
burrito in the other, 
murals all around.

Fisherman’s Wharf 
& the Piers (p34)
Adventures with sea lions 
and Space Invaders, 
submarine dives and 
Alcatraz escapes.

Top Sights1
Fisherman’s Wharf

Downtown & SoMa 
(p72)
Flagship stores and 
museum shows by day, 
underground clubs and 
Bay Bridge lights by 
night.

Top Sights1
Ferry Building
Cable Cars
SF MOMA

 San Francisco 
Neighborhoods

Neighborhoods  1918

designers bicker over dibs on caution-
orange chiffon. Second floor: glam 
rockers dig through velvet goldmines. 
Third floor: Hollywood costumers 
make vampire-movie magic with jet 
buttons and hand-dyed ribbon. Top 
floor: fake fur flies and remnants roll 
as costumers prepare for Burning 
Man, Halloween and your average 
SF weekend. (%415-392-2910; www.
britexfabrics.com; 146 Geary St; h10am-6pm 
Mon-Sat; g38, jPowell-Mason, Powell-
Hyde, mPowell, ZPowell) 

 San Francisco Railway 
Museum Gift Shop  GIFTS & SOUVENIRS 

 31 77 Map p82, H3

The next best thing to taking an SF 
cable car home with you is getting a 
scale-model streetcar from this tiny, 
free Municipal Railway museum 
showcasing SF public transit. Earn 
instant SF street cred with baseball 

caps and T-shirts emblazoned with 
Muni slogans, including everyone’s 
favorite: ‘Information gladly given, 
but safety requires avoiding unneces-
sary conversation.’ (%415-974-1948; 
www.streetcar.org/museum; 77 Steuart St; 
h10am-5pm Tue-Sun; gEmbarcadero, 
ZEmbarcadero) 

 Mr S Leather  ADULT 

 32 77 Map p82, B4

Only in San Francisco would you 
find an S&M superstore, with such 
musts as suspension stirrups, latex 
hoods and, for that special someone, 
a chrome-plated codpiece. If you’ve 
been a very bad puppy, there’s an 
entire doghouse department catering 
to you here, and gluttons for punish-
ment will find home-decor inspiration 
in dungeon furniture. (%415-863-7764; 
www.mr-s-leather.com; 385 8th St; h11am-
8pm; g12, 19, 27, 47) 

 Punch Line  COMEDY 

 28 33 Map p82, G1

Known for launching big talent (in-
cluding Robin Williams, Chris Rock, 
Ellen DeGeneres and David Cross), 

this historic stand-up venue is small 
enough for you to hear sighs of relief 
backstage when jokes kill, and teeth 
grind when they bomb. Strong drinks 
loosen up the crowd, but you might 
not be laughing tomorrow. (%415-397-
7573; www.punchlinecomedyclub.com; 444 
Battery St; $15-25, plus 2-drink minimum; 
hshows 8pm Tue-Thu & Sun, 8pm & 10pm 
Fri, 7:30pm & 9:30pm Sat; mEmbarcadero, 
ZEmbarcadero) 

Shopping
  Recchiuti 
Chocolates  FOOD & DRINKS 

 29 77 Map p82, H2

No San Franciscan can resist award-
winning Recchiuti: Pacific Heights 
parts with old money for its fleur de 
sel caramels; Noe Valley’s foodie kids 
prefer S’more Bites to the campground 
variety; North Beach toasts to the 
red-wine-pairing chocolate box; and 
the Mission approves SF-landmark 
chocolates designed by Creativity Ex-
plored – proceeds benefit the Mission 
arts-education nonprofit for artists 
with developmental disabilities. (%415-
834-9494; www.recchiuticonfections.com; 1 
Ferry Bldg, cnr Market St & the Embarcadero; 
h10am-7pm Mon-Fri, 8am-6pm Sat, 10am-
5pm Sun; mEmbarcadero, ZEmbarcadero) 

 Britex Fabrics  ARTS & CRAFTS 

 30 77 Map p82, E2

Runways can’t compete with Britex’ 
fashion drama since 1952. First floor: 

Bay Bridge

  Artist Leo Villareal’s installation of twinkling lights along the western span will 
make you swear the Bay Bridge (www.baybridgeinfo.org) is winking at you. 
In 2013 Villareal strung 25,000 lights along the Bay Bridge’s vertical suspen-
sion cables, transforming the 1.8-mile western span into the world’s largest 
and most psychedelic LED display.

The Bay Bridge Lights blink in never-repeating patterns – one second the 
bridge looks like bubbly champagne, then a lava-lamp forest, then Vegas-
style swaying fountains. You could stare at it for hours…hopefully not while 
driving. The installation was meant to be temporary, but thanks to local 
donors, it was permanently installed in 2016.

Understand

 Downtown 
Rooftop Gardens
  Above the busy sidewalks, there’s 
a serene world of unmarked public 
rooftop gardens that grant perspec-
tive on downtown’s skyscraper can-
yons. They’re called ‘privately owned 
public-open spaces’ (POPOs). Local 
public-advocacy urbanist group 
 SPUR (%415-781-8726; www.spur.org; 
654 Mission St; admission free; h11am-
5pm Tue-Fri; g12, 14, ZMontgomery, 
mMontgomery) publishes a down-
loadable app that lists them all.

Local favorites:
  One Montgomery Terrace (Map 

p82, E2; 50 Post St/1 Montgomery St; 
h10am-6pm Mon-Sat; mMontgomery, 
ZMontgomery) has great Market 
St views of old and new SF. Enter 
through Crocker Galleria, take the 
elevator to the top, then ascend the 
stairs; or enter Wells Fargo at One 
Montgomery and take the elevator 
to ‘R.’

  Sun Terrace (Map p82, G2; 343 San-
some St; h10am-6pm Mon-Fri; mEmbar-
cadero, ZEmbarcadero) has knockout 
vistas of the Financial District and 
Transamerica Pyramid from atop a 
slender art-deco skyscraper. Take 
the elevator to the 15th floor.

Local Life

ShoppingShoppingDowntown & SoMa 939392

 Free SF History
Coit Tower Free tours 
on Wednesday and 
Saturday mornings cover 
SF history-redefining 
murals – including secret 
stairway gems. (p54 )

Balmy Alley Diego 
Rivera–inspired Mission 
garage-door murals, 
from the 1970s to today. 
(p116 )

Beach Chalet Down-
stairs lobby lined with 
uplifting Depression-
era murals depicting 
Golden Gate Park history. 
(p153 )

San Francisco Main 
Library Volunteer-run 
neighborhood history 
walking tours (www.
sfcityguides.org) and free 
on-site history exhibits. 
(p100 )

Maritime Museum Ship-
shaped 1939 landmark 
decked out with mosaics 
and sculpture by African 
American modernist Sar-
gent Johnson. (p41 )

City Hall Free docent-
led tours show where 
the first sit-in happened, 
and the first gay official 

was elected…and assas-
sinated. (p100 )

Free Art Shows
Clarion Alley The Mis-
sion’s open-air graffiti 
gallery constantly unveils 
new public artworks. 
(p112 )

49 Geary Free contem-
porary-art shows across 
four floors, plus free wine 
on the first Thursday 
evening of each month. 
(p85 )

Luggage Store Gallery 
Street artists earn mu-
seum cred at this urban 
art nonprofit. (p100 )

SF MOMA The expan-
sion includes 45,000 sq 
ft of free-to-the-public 
art spaces. (p80 )

Free Entertainment
 Amoeba Music Con-
certs From Elvis Costello 
to Lana Del Ray, eve-
ryone plays free in the 
back of this music store. 
(p138 )

Dolores Park summer 
movies Family-friendly 
fare, especially movies 
set in SF. (Expect snark 

about Mrs Doubtfire’s 
drag.) (p113 )

Giants Stadium The 
local crowd at Waterfront 
Promendade may grant 
you a spot where you can 
watch for free, espe-
cially if you bring beer. 
(p90 )

Sea lions at Pier 39 
Sea-mammal slapstick 
on yacht marina docks. 
(p37 )

 San Francisco has 
fewer kids per capita 
than any US city, and 
according to SF SPCA 
data, about 20,000 
more dogs than 
children live here. Yet 
many locals make a 
living entertaining kids 
– from Pixar animators 
to video-game design-
ers – and this town is 
packed with childish 
delights.

 Junior Foodies
City View Dainty dim 
sum for discerning young 
diners. (p64 )

Off the Grid Food 
trucks: the fun way to 
forage. (p30 )

18 Reasons Sign your 
kid up for classes on 
pickles and stinky 
cheeses. (p119 )

Humphry Slocombe 
Freaky ice-cream flavors 
— including some for the 
grown-ups. (p119 )

Major Thrills
Exploratorium Dare 
you to try these mad-

scientist experiments for 
yourself... (p51 )

Cable cars Look, Mom, 
no seat belt! (p76 )

Musée Mécanique Coin-
operated saloon brawls, 
public executions, Pac-
Man and other vintage 
arcade games. (p37 )

Alcatraz Spooky sunset 
tours of the island prison 
keep kids on best behav-
ior for weeks. (p49 )

Dolores Park Slide down 
a Mayan pyramid to your 
picnic table. (p113 )

Creative Kids
Children’s Creativity 
Museum Live-action 
video games and kids’ 
claymation workshops 
taught by special-effects 
pros. (p85 )

826 Valencia Writing 
workshops, pirate sup-
plies and fish theater 
spark active imagina-
tions. (p116 )

Flax A dizzying selection 
of art and craft supplies 
to fuel your budding 
artiste. (p33 )

Kids Gone Wild
California Academy of 
Sciences Penguins, an 
eel forest, starfish pet-
ting zoos and sleepovers 
amid rare wildlife. 
(p144 )

Sea lions at Pier 39 
Bark back at sea lions 
lazing around the yacht 
marina. (p37 )

Aquarium of the Bay 
Walk underwater through 
glass tubes, as skates 
flutter past and sharks 
circle around. (p38 )
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 Best Freebies  175174  Best For Kids

the Beat Museum and Go 
Car tours, plus discounts 
on packaged tours and 
waterfront restaurants 
and cafes.

Electricity
 

Emergencies
      Police,  re & ambu-

lance emergencies %911, 
nonemergencies %311

  San Francisco General 
Hospital (Zuckerberg San 
Franciso General Hospital and 
Trauma Center; %emergency 
415-206-8111, main hospital 
415-206-8000; www.sfdph.
org; 1001 Potrero Ave; 
h24hr; g9, 10, 33, 48) 

  Drug & Alcohol Emer-
gency Info Line (%415-
362-3400; www.sfsuicide.org) 

  Trauma Recovery & 
Rape Treatment Center 
(%24hr hotline 415-206-8125, 
business hours 415-437-3000; 
www.traumarecoverycenter.org) 

Money
   Most banks have ATMs 

open 24 hours; service 
charges may apply.

 The US dollar is the only 
currency accepted in San 
Francisco; debit/credit 
cards are accepted widely.

Changing Money
  Exchange bureaus 

Located at airports, but 
most city banks o  er bet-
ter rates – try centrally 
located  Bank of America 
(%415-837-1394; www.
bankamerica.com; 1 Powell St, 
downstairs; h9am-5pm Mon-
Thu, to 6pm Fri, 10am-2pm 
Sat; mPowell, ZPowell).

 Exchange rates 
Consult www.xe.com, a 
currency converter site.

Credit Cards & 
Travelers Checks
 Some places will accept 
travelers checks like cash.

To report lost or stolen 
credit cards or travelers 
checks, contact the fol-
lowing numbers:

 American Express 
%415-536-2600

 Diners Club %800-
234-6377

 Discover %800-347-
2683

 MasterCard %800-
622-7747

 Thomas Cook %800-
223-7373

 Visa %800-227-6811

Public Holidays
    Holidays that may affect 
business hours and 
transit schedules include 
the following:
New Year’s Day January 1
Martin Luther King Jr 
Day Third Monday in 
January
Presidents’ Day Third 
Monday in February
Easter Sunday (and 
Good Friday and Easter 
Monday) March or April
Memorial Day Last 
Monday in May
Independence Day 
July 4
Labor Day First Monday 
in September
Columbus Day Second 
Monday in October

San Francisco; tra   c is 
constant, street parking 
scarce, hills tricky and 
meter-readers ruthless.

 Garages Around $2 to 
$8 per hour ($25 to $50 
per day) downtown. For 
public parking garages, 
see www.sfmta.com; for a 
map of garages and rates, 
see http://sfpark.org. Ask 
hotels, restaurants and 
entertainment venues 
about validation.

 Rentals Start at $55 
per day, $175 to $300 per 
week, plus 8.75% sales 
tax and insurance.

 Car share Prius 
Hybrids and Minis are 
rented by the hour with 
 Zipcar (%866-494-7227; 
www.zipcar.com) for  at 
rates (including gas and 
insurance) starting at 
$8.25 per hour ($89 per 
day); $25 application fee 
and $50 prepaid usage 
required in advance.

 Rush hour Avoid peak 
tra   c weekdays (7:30am 
to 9:30am and 4:30pm 
to 6:30pm); call %511 for 
tra   c updates.

 Towed cars Retrieve 
cars towed for parking 
violations at  Autoreturn 
(%415-865-8200; www.
autoreturn.com; 450 7th St, 
SoMa; h24hr; m27, 42); 
 nes run $73 plus towing 

and storage fee, starting 
at $208 for the  rst four 
hours.

 Roadside assistance 
Members of the  Ameri-
can Automobile Associa-
tion (AAA; %415-773-1900, 
800-222-4357; www.aaa.com; 
160 Sutter St; h8:30am-
5:30pm Mon-Fri; ZMont-
gomery, mMontgomery) can 
call the %800 number 
anytime for emergency 
road service and towing.

Parking Restrictions
  Red No parking/stop-

ping.

 Blue Disabled only.

 Green Ten minutes 
9am–6pm.

 White Pickup/drop-o   
only.

 Yellow Loading zone 
7am–6pm.

Green Tortoise
   Green Tortoise (%415-956-
7500, 800-867-8647; www.
greentortoise.com) o  ers 
quasi-organized, slow 
travel on biodiesel-fueled 
buses with built-in berths 
from San Francisco to 
West Coast destinations in-
cluding Santa Cruz, Death 
Valley, Big Sur and LA.

Essential 
Information
Business Hours
   Nonstandard hours are 
listed in reviews; standard 

business hours are as 
follows:
Banks 9am to 4:30pm 
or 5pm Monday to Friday 
(occasionally 9am to 
noon Saturday).
O   ces 8:30am to 
5:30pm Monday to Friday.
Restaurants Breakfast 
8am to 10am; lunch 
11:30am to 2:30pm; dinner 
5:30pm, with last service 
9pm to 9:30pm weekdays 
or 10pm weekends; Sat-
urday and Sunday brunch 
10am to 2pm.
Shops 10am to 6pm or 
7pm Monday to Saturday, 
though hours often run 
11am to 8pm Saturday, 
and 11am to 6pm Sunday.

Discount Cards
   City Pass (www.citypass.
com; adult/child $89/69) 
Covers cable cars, Muni 
and entry to four at-
tractions, including the 
California Academy of 
Sciences, Blue & Gold 
Fleet Bay Cruise, the 
Aquarium of the Bay and 
either the Exploratorium 
or the de Young Museum.
Go Card (www.smartdes-
tinations.com; adult/child 
1 day $65/49, 2 days 
$90/62, 3 days $115/85) 
Provides access to the 
city’s major attractions, 
including the California 
Academy of Sciences, the 
de Young Museum, the 
Aquarium of the Bay, the 
Conservatory of Flowers, 

120V/60Hz

120V/60Hz
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QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

Essential Information
Including where to stay

The Best 
of San 
Francisco
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
San Francisco
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighborhood  by 
 neighborhood  

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Best Walks
See the city on foot

 Neighborhood s
What’s where

San Francisco’s 
Best…
The best experiences
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
j Tram
d Train

Lonely Planet’s 
San Francisco
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighborhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas 
to experience the real San 
Francisco.

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighborhood :
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
self, wielding a machine
liberate this timber-pan
upholstered bar during W
the Ritz’s showpiece is a
photos taken by Papa an
martinis in town. Dress 
(www.ritzparis.com; Hôtel Rit
Vendôme, 1er; h6.30pm-2a

Kong
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Downtown vista from Alamo Square Park (p134)
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San Francisco Top Sights ........................................  8

San Francisco Local Life ......................................... 12

San Francisco Day Planner....................................  14

Need to Know ..........................................................  16

San Francisco Neighborhoods ..............................  18

Welcome to 
San Francisco

 Grab your coat and a handful of glitter, and enter the land 
of fog and fabulousness. If there’s a skateboard move 
yet to be busted, a technology still unimagined, a green 
scheme untested or quirk left uncelebrated, chances 
are it’s about to happen here. So long, inhibitions; hello, 
San Francisco.

QuickStart 
Guide

7
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Golden Gate Bridge 
(p24)
 An iconic art-deco 
masterpiece.

Alcatraz (p48)
 Notorious former prison 
on an island.
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    San Francisco 
Top Sights

8  Top Sights8
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