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For more information,
see Survival Guide (p000)

  Currency
 US dollar ($)

 Language
 English

Visas
 The US Visa Waiver Program allows 

nationals of 38 countries to enter the US 
without a visa.

 Money
 ATMs widely available; credit cards 

accepted at most hotels, stores and 
restaurants. Many farmers market stalls, 
food trucks and some bars are cash only.

   Cell Phones
 Most US cell phones besides the iPhone 

operate on CDMA, not European-standard 
GSM; check compatibility with your phone 

service provider.

 Time
 Paci  c Standard Time (GMT/UTC minus 

eight hours)

 Plugs & Adapters
 Most plugs have two  at pins, some 

appliances have two  at pins plus a round pin; 
electrical current is 110-115V.

   Tipping
 At restaurants, 15% (bad service) to 25% 

(exceptional service). Count on $1 to $2 per 
drink at bars, $2 per bag to hotel porters, 15% 

or $1 minimum per taxi ride.

 Arriving in 
San Francisco

 Service from three airports makes reaching 
San Francisco quick and convenient. BART of-
fers easy access to downtown San Francisco 
from SFO and Oakland airports; from San 
Jose airport, shuttles connect to Caltrain. 
Amtrak trains are a low-emissions, scenic op-
tion for domestic travel to San Francisco.

A From San Francisco 
International Airport (SFO)

 Destination Best Transport 
Downtown/Mission BART

Rest of SF Taxi/door-to-door 
shuttle

A From Oakland International 
Airport (OAK)

 Destination Best Transport 
Downtown/Mission BART

Rest of SF Taxi/door-to-door 
shuttle

A  At the Airports
 San Francisco International Airport All 
terminals have ATMs, and there is a currency 
exchange in the international terminal. The 
airport’s free AirTrain connects to the SFO 
BART station. Taxis depart outside baggage 
claim; shared vans depart from the marked 
curbside upstairs.

Oakland International Airport ATMs are 
available throughout the airport. Taxis, door-
to-door shared vans leave curbside; BART 
connects Oakland airport to downtown and 
the Mission.

 Getting Around
 Small, hilly San Francisco is walkable, with 
public transportation and occasional taxis or 
bikes for backup. For transit options, depar-
tures and arrivals, check www.511.org or call 
%511. A detailed Muni Street & Transit Map is 
available free online (www.sfmta.com).

U  Cable Cars
 Frequent, slow and scenic, from 6am to 1am 
daily; joyride from downtown to Chinatown, 
North Beach and Fisherman’s Wharf. Single 
rides cost $7; for frequent use, get a Muni 
Passport (per day $17).

m   Muni Streetcar
 Lines connect downtown and SoMa with 
Golden Gate Park, the Mission and the 
Castro. Historic F-line streetcars run from 
Fisherman’s Wharf down Market St to the 
Castro. Fares are $2.25.

J  Muni Bus
 Reasonably fast, but schedules vary wildly by 
line. Fares are $2.25.

Z  BART Subway
 High-speed transit from downtown to Civic 
Center, the Mission, Oakland/Berkeley, SFO 
and Millbrae, where it connects with Caltrain. 
Fares run $1.85 to $9.25.

K  Taxi
 Fares run about $2.75 per mile; meters start 
at $3.50.

  Your Daily Budget
 Budget less than $150 

  Dorm bed $30–$50

  Burrito $6–$9

  California Academy of Sciences 
NightLife Thursdays $12

Midrange $150–$250 
  Motel/home-share $125–$180

  Ferry Building meal $15–$40

  Alcatraz tour $30

  Oasis drag show $10–$30

Top End more than $250 
  Boutique hotel $180–$380

  Chef’s tasting menu $65–$228

  Opera orchestra seats $90–$135

 Useful Websites
   Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/

usa/san-francisco) Expert local advice.

  7x7 (www.7x7.com) Trend-spotting SF 
restaurants, bars and style.

  SFGate (www.sfgate.com) San Francisco 
Chronicle news, events and restaurants.

Advance Planning
 Two months before Book hotels and 
Alcatraz tours for May to September; walk to 
build stamina for hills.

Three weeks before Book Precita Eyes Mis-
sion mural and Chinatown Alleyways tours; 
reserve for dinner at Rich Table, Benu or Coi.

One week before Look for tickets to Ameri-
can Conservatory Theater, San Francisco 
Symphony or San Francisco Opera shows.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know

Need to Know  1716

 Alcatraz (p000)
 No prisoner escaped this notorious island prison alive – not officially, 
anyway – but once the door clangs behind you in D-Block solitary, the 
1.25-mile swim through riptides seems worth a shot. On the return ferry 
ride to San Francisco, freedom never felt so good.

 Exploratorium 
(p000)
 The Exploratorium isn’t 
a museum – it’s a total 
trip, with experiential, 
psychedelic science ex-
hibits. Enter a colorless 
world, grope through 
the pitch-black Tactile 
Dome, sip glowing 
cocktails in the Ultra-
violet Room and emerge 
enlightened.

   Golden Gate Bridge (p000)
 When afternoon fog rolls in, poof! San Francisco’s iconic landmark disappears. 
Mornings the Golden Gate Bridge reappears, orange against blue skies – a trick 
assisted by 25 daredevil painters, who apply 1000 gallons of paint weekly.
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In This Book

Exploratorium

Alcatraz

Asian Art
Museum

Cable Cars

Coit Tower &
Filbert Street

Steps
Ferry
Building

Fisherman's
Wharf

Hayes Valley & 
Civic Center
(p96)
Grand buildings and 
great performances, 
foodie finds and local 
designs.

Top Sights1
Asian Art Museum

North Beach & 
Chinatown (p52)
Dragon gates and dim 
sum on one end of Grant 
St, parrots and espresso 
on the other – and 
poetry in every alley.

Top Sights1
Coit Tower &
Filbert Street Steps

Downtown & SoMa 
(p72)
Flagship stores and 
museum shows by day, 
underground clubs and 
Bay Bridge lights by 
night.

Top Sights1
Ferry Building
Cable Cars

The Mission (p112)
A book in one hand, a 
burrito in the other, 
murals all around.

Fisherman’s Wharf 
& the Piers (p34)
Adventures with sea lions 
and Space Invaders, 
submarine dives and 
Alcatraz escapes.

Top Sights1
Fisherman’s Wharf

California
Academy of

Sciences

Golden Gate
Bridge

de Young
Museum

Golden
Gate
Park

Golden Gate Bridge 
& the Marina (p22)
In full view of San 
Francisco's iconic 
landmark, you'll find 
Yoda, Disney, nature and 
nudity.

Top Sights1
Golden Gate Bridge

Worth a Trip
Top Sights1

Alcatraz (p48)
Exploratorium (p50)

The Haight & NoPa 
(p132)
Sixties flashbacks, 
radical fashion, free 
music and pricey 
skateboards.

Golden Gate Park & 
the Avenues (p142)
SF’s Wild West is where 
the bison roam, 
penguins waddle, 
hippies drum and 
surfers rip.

Top Sights
Golden Gate Park
California Academy of
Sciences
de Young Museum

 San Francisco 
Neighborhoods

Neighborhoods  1918

Castro Theatre (p131)

    Insider tips to help you  nd the real cityInsider tips to help you  nd the real city
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Dolores Park (p115)
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  The History-Making 
Castro (p130)

  Gay history landmarks
 LGBT community organiza-

tions
The center of the gay 
world throws the ultimate 
Pride party – but the 
Castro’s historic triumphs 
in civil rights, free speech 
and HIV/AIDS treatment 
were hard-won. America’s 
first LGBT history mu-
seum tells the epic story, 
and you can join the next 
chapter now unfolding 
at Castro community 
institutions.

 Sunny Mission 
Stroll (p114)

  Slacker hotspots
 Mural-lined alleyways

Blame it on San Francis-
co’s microclimates: when 
mists roll over Golden 
Gate Park, it’s still sunny 
in the Mission. Ditch SF’s 
clammy coast and join 
the tanning and slacking 
already in progress – eat 
organic ice cream on 
Dolores Park’s scenic 
slope, witness murals and 
gardens in progress in 
alleyways, and people-
watch on Valencia St over 
scandalously early happy 
hours.

  Russian Hill & 
Nob Hill Secrets 
(p70)

  Stairway walks
 Inspiration points

High on Russian Hill, 
find the sources of San 
Francisco’s inspiration: 
hilltop gardens that 
practically write their 
own poetry, hidden stair-
way walks that inspire 
best-selling mysteries, 
and the alley where Jack 
Kerouac found his mojo 
and banged out On the 
Road in 20 days. On Nob 
Hill, state secrets and the 
mysteries of the universe 
are revealed – though 
the Tonga Room’s indoor 
monsoons only make 
sense to Scorpion Bowl 
drinkers.

 The city with its head perpetually in the clouds is also surprisingly down-to-earth. 
Dive into San Francisco’s neighborhoods to observe its outlandish ideas in action, 
from gra   ti-art-gallery alleyways to certi  ed green saloons. 

 Other great places 
to experience the 
city like a local: 

Coasting the Coast 
(p154 )

Diego Rivera’s Lunch 
Club Murals (p82 )

Cooking in the Mission 
(p121 )

San Francisco Murals 
at Rincon Annex Post 
O   ce (p181 )

O   the Grid at Fort 
Mason (p31 )

Potrero Flats (p124 )

Galería de la Raza 
(p118 )

Twitter’s Controver-
sial HQ (p104 )

San Francisco Giants 
(p92 )

 San Francisco 
Local Life

Local Life  1312

QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

Essential Information
Including where to stay

The Best 
of San 
Francisco
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
San Francisco
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighborhood  by 
 neighborhood  

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Best Walks
See the city on foot

 Neighborhood s
What’s where

San Francisco’s 
Best…
The best experiences
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Lonely Planet’s 
San Francisco
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighborhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert author has searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas 
to experience the real San 
Francisco.

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
j Tram
d Train

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighborhood :
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28 The Louvre  & Les Halles
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
self, wielding a machine
liberate this timber-pan
upholstered bar during W
the Ritz’s showpiece is a
photos taken by Papa an
martinis in town. Dress 
(www.ritzparis.com; Hôtel Rit
Vendôme, 1er; h6.30pm-2a

Kong
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Downtown vistas from Alamo Square Park (p136)
MARGARETHE WICHERT / GETTY IMAGES ©

San Francisco Top Sights ..........................................8
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San Francisco Day Planner...................................... 14

Need to Know ............................................................ 16

San Francisco Neighborhoods ................................ 18

Welcome to 
San Francisco

 Grab your coat and a handful of glitter, and enter the land 
of fog and fabulousness. If there’s a skateboard move 
yet to be busted, a technology still unimagined, a green 
scheme untested or quirk left uncelebrated, chances are 
it’s about to happen here. So long, inhibitions; hello, San 
Francisco.

QuickStart 
Guide

7
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