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In This Book

For more information, 
see Survival Guide (p143)

Currency
Euro (€)

Language
Portuguese

Visas
EU nationals need no visa. US, Canadian, 
Australian and New Zealand visitors can 

stay for up to 90 days without a visa.

Money
ATMs widely available. Credit cards 

generally accepted, but cash preferred in 
some small shops and restaurants.  

Mobile Phones
Portugal uses the GSM 900/1800 

frequency. European and Australian mobile 
phones work. US travellers should check 

with their service provider. Save on roaming 
charges by investing in a local SIM card.

Time
Porto is on GMT/UTC.

Plugs & Adaptors
Plugs have two round pins; electrical current 

is 220V. North American and US visitors will 
need an adaptor.

Tipping
Service is not usually added to the bill. Tip an 

 with  
the service.

Arriving in Porto
Most visitors arrive at Porto’s Francisco Sá 
Carneiro Airport (www.ana.pt), 17km north-
west of the city centre. Metro connections to 
the centre run frequently. Line E (the violet 
one) runs every 20 to 30 minutes from 6am 
to 12.30am; single tickets cost €1.85. Taxis 
depart in front of arrivals and charge €20 to 
€30 for the ride to central Porto.

A From Francisco Sá Carneiro 
Airport

Destination Best Transport 

Aliados Metro line E (direction Estádio 
do Dragão) to Trindade, 
change to line D (direction 
Santo Ovídio) 

São Bento Metro line E (direction Estádio 
do Dragão) to Trindade, 
change to line D (direction 
Santo Ovídio) 

Bolhão Metro line E (direction Estádio 
do Dragão)

Cordoaria Bus 601

A At the Airport
Porto’s gleaming Francisco Sá Carneiro 
Airport is modern and easy to navigate. It has 
numerous cafes, bars, restaurants and shops, 
as well as a post office, ATMs, baby-changing 
facilities, car rental, and left luggage and a 
tourist information. The first 30 minutes of 
wi-fi is free for passengers.

Getting Around
Public transport is inexpensive and efficient. 
Save time and money by investing in a 24-
hour pass (€7), covering the entire network 
except for trams. For timetables, routes and 
fares, see www.stcp.pt and www.metrodo-
porto.pt. 

m Metro
Porto’s compact, six-line metro network runs 
from 6am to 1am daily. It’s handy for zipping 
between neighbourhoods and getting to/
from the airport and beaches north of the 
city. A map is available at www.metrodoporto.
pt. Single tickets for central zones cost €1.20 
with a chargeable Andante Card (€0.60).

jTram 
Porto’s vintage trams are transport at its 
atmospheric best. There are three lines: 1E 
running along the river from the historic 
centre to Foz; 18 between Massarelos and 
Carmo; and 22 doing a loop through the  
centre from Carmo to Batalha/Guindais. 
Single tickets cost €2.50, day passes €8.

J Bus
Central hubs of Porto’s extensive bus system 
include the Jardim da Cordoaria, Praça da 
Liberdade and São Bento station. Tickets pur-
chased on the bus are one-way; €1.20/€1.85 
with/without the Andante Card. 

K Taxi
To cross town, expect to pay between €5 and 
€8. There’s a 20% surcharge at night. There 
are taxi ranks throughout the centre or call 
%225 076 400.

Your Daily Budget
Budget less than €60 

  Dorm bed €18–22

  Lunch specials and fixed-price menus

  Sightseeing on free admission days  
(usually Sunday morning); free city tours

Midrange €60–150 
  Double room in a central hotel €50–120

  Meal in a midrange restaurant €20–30

  Guided half-day bike tour from €15; tour  
of a port cellar including tasting €5

Top end more than €150 
  Boutique double from €100

  Three-course dinner with wine from €40

  Theatre/concert tickets €15–30; full-day 
tour of the Rio Douro €90

Useful Websites
Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/portu 
gal/the-north/porto) Destination information, 
hotel bookings, traveller forum and more. 

Visit Porto (www.visitporto.travel) Official 
tourist office website. 

O Porto Cool (www.oportocool.wordpress.
com) Keep tabs on what’s cool. 

Spotted by Locals (www.spottedbylocals.
com/porto) Inside scoop from locals. 

Advance Planning
One month before Book hotel rooms, festi-
val, theatre and concert tickets, excursions.

Two weeks before Reserve a table at the 
city’s top restaurants. 

A few days before Check what’s happen-
ing on events websites. Learn about port 
wine – www.taylor.pt gives an overview.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know

Need to Know  1716

Igreja de São Francisco (p26)
Dripping with gold leaf, this church’s indulgent feast of baroque will bowl 
you over. Note the masterful Tree of Jesse in the nave and wander the eerie 
catacombs in contemplative silence.

Sé (p24)
Gazing proudly over Porto from its hilltop perch, the fortress-like Sé evokes the 
city’s past in its architecture and wields historical clout as the cathedral where 
Prince Henry the Navigator was baptised and King John I married.
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Igreja do Carmo
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4 Praça da 
Batalha
Wander south to Praça 
da Batalha, a grand 
plaza home to the 
splendidly tiled baroque 
Igreja de Santo 
Ildefonso (p50). Across 
the way the Teatro Na-
cional São João (p58), 
the spitting image of 
Paris’ Opéra Garnier 
in miniature, demands 
attention.

5 Torre dos 
Clérigos
Amble along Rua de 31 
Janeiro and continue 

along Praça da Liber-
dade, dominated by an 
equestrian statue of a 
dashing King Pedro IV. 
You’ll emerge at Nicolau 
Nasoni’s baroque tower 
(p49). Ascend the 225-
step spiral staircase for 
cracking city views.

6 Livraria Lello 
Cross Praça de Lisboa 
and you can’t miss this 
fanciful 1906 neo-Goth-
ic bookshop (p59) at 
the foot of the bar-lined 
Galeria district. Its be-
witching interior with  
 

stained-glass skylight 
and twisting staircase 
inspired JK Rowling’s 
Harry Potter books 
during her stint living 
in Porto.

7 Igreja do Carmo
It’s just a two-minute 
toddle from here to 
the rococo Igreja do 
Carmo (p48), one side 
of which is clad top to 
toe in stunning azulejos 
that depict the founding 
of the Carmelite order.

2 The Walk
Allow at least half a day for this walk from Porto’s 
monumental Avenida dos Aliados to the captivating 
Igreja do Carmo. En route you’ll take in the banter 
of one of the city’s best food markets, old-school, 
grocery stores, exquisite baroque and Gothic 
churches, a tower with a view and the magical 
bookshop that continues to put the Harry Potter 
in Porto.

Start Avenida dos Aliados; m São Bento 

Finish Igreja do Carmo; m São Bento or Aliados

Length 3km; 3½ hours

5 Take a Break
Pull up a chair under the gilded woodwork, cherubs  
and grand mirrors at Café Majestic (p52), a gen-
teel time warp of a cafe and one of JK Rowling’s 
old haunts. Or get juiced and dig into fresh wraps, 
salads and lunch specials between sights at Liquid 
(p56).

1 Avenida dos 
Aliados 
Paris has the Champs-
Élysées and Porto 
has the Avenida dos 
Aliados (p48), a stately 
boulevard built high 
and mighty from pale 
marble and granite, 
with all the beaux-
arts trimmings. Its 
centrepiece, câmara 
municipal (town hall), 
is topped by a 70m 
tower. 

2 Mercado do 
Bolhão
Turn right onto Rua 
Formosa to reach the 
19th-century, wrought-
iron Mercado do Bol-
hão (p61), a tantalising 
slice of local life full of 
foodie treats such as 
fresh-from-the-Atlantic 
fish, and wine and 
cheese stalls.

3 Capela das 
Almas
On the pedestrian-only 
Rua de Santa Catarina, 
thronged with shop-
pers, your gaze will be 
drawn to the 18th-cen-
tury Capela das Almas 
(p49), with blue and 
white azulejo friezes 
dancing flamboyantly 
across its facade.

Missing image: ../Images/15-aliados-bolhao-walk-pk-
pot1.eps.

Aliados & Bolhão
Best Walks
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 Aliados & Bolhão  127126

Visit the website for time-
tables, fares, maps and a 
journey planner.

 Central hubs of Porto’s 
extensive bus system in-
clude Jardim da Cordoar-
ia, Praça da Liberdade and 
São Bento station. Tickets 
are purchased on the bus; 
one-way €1.20 with the 
Andante Card. 

 The panoramic Funicu-
lar dos Guindais (one way 
€2; h8am-10pm, shorter 
hours in winter) shuttles up 
and down a steep incline 
from Avenida Gustavo Eif-
fel to Rua Augusto Rosa.

 Three antique trams 
trundle around town from 
roughly 9.30am to 9pm 
(shorter hours in winter). 
The most useful line, 1E, 
travels along the Douro 
towards the Foz district. 
One-way tickets cost 
€2.50, a day pass €8.

 The gondola sweeps 
up from the riverfront in 
Vila Nova de Gaia to Serra 
do Pilar, providing scenic 
views of the centre.

Bicycle
 Porto’s hilly back-

streets require a lot of 
pedal power, but cycling 
along the Rio Douro, for 
instance from Vila Nova 
de Gaia to Massarelos, 
or from Ribeira to Foz do 
Douro, is easier going.

 See the Explore 
chapters for rent-a-bike 
outlets, or try Fold ‘n’ 
Visit   (%220 997 106; www.
foldnvisit.com; Rua Alferes 
Malheiro 139; bike rental half/
full day from €13/17) near 
Trindade metro station, 

and upbeat city tours – a 
three-hour spin of Porto 
downtown for €17 to €29 
per person, depending on 
group numbers.

Taxi
 To cross town, expect 

to pay between €5 and 
€8. There’s a 20% sur-
charge at night, and an 
additional charge to leave 
city limits, which includes 
Vila Nova de Gaia. There 
are taxi ranks throughout 
the centre or you can call 
a taxi. 

 For a taxi, try Táxis 
Invicta (%225 076 400) 

Essential 
Information
y Top Tip Many shops 
close on Sunday and 
some shut early Saturday. 
Small boutiques may 
close for lunch (1pm to 
3pm). Monday is the day 

Business Hours
Exceptions to the follow-
ing are noted in listings: 
Restaurants noon-3pm 
& 7-10pm
Bars 7pm-2am
Cafes 9am-midnight 
Clubs 11pm-6am Thu-Sat
Shops 10am-7pm Mon-
Sat 
Banks 8.30am-3pm 
Mon-Fri

 9am-6pm 
Mon-Fri

Discount Cards 
If you plan on doing a lot 
of sightseeing, it’s worth 
investing in the Porto 
Card, which gives you 
entry to 11 museums (and 
a 50% discount on eight 
others), plus discounts on 
Douro cruises, tours, visits 
to the wine cellars, bike 
rental and car hire. You’ll 
also get reductions at 
certain restaurants, shops 
and bars. More expensive 
versions of the card 
include public transport; 
the metro, city buses and 
CP Porto urban trains. 
Validate your card before 
use.The card is available 
at all Turismo do Porto 
(www.visitporto.travel) tourist 
offices, including the one 
at the airport, and São 
Bento and Campanhã 
train stations. A one/two/

Boavista neighbourhood) 
and Bolhão. Change at 
Trindade for the yellow 
line D (direction Santo 
Ovídio) for Aliados and 
São Bento; the latter is 
the closest stop for the 
Ribeira district. A one-way 
ticket costs €1.85 and 
takes about 45 minutes. 

 STCP (Sociedade de Trans-
portes Colectivos do Porto; 
%808 200 166; www.stcp.
pt) operates a couple of 
public buses between the 

airport and the centre; 
the most useful is the 601 
to Cordoaria, departing 
every 30 minutes from 
5.30am to 11.30pm. A 
single costs €1.85.

 A daytime taxi to central 
Porto takes 20 to 30 min-
utes and will cost between 
€20 and €30, plus an 
extra €1.60 for luggage.

From São Bento 
Train Station

 Right in the heart of 
historic Porto, the exqui-
sitely tiled São Bento 
Train Station (Map p46, D5; 
Praça Almeida Garrett) is the 
departure point for most 
urbano, regional and inter-
regional (IR) trains.

 São Bento is on the 
yellow D metro line, two 
stops from Aliados.

 For train timetables and 
fares, visit www.cp.pt.

From Campanhã
 Many inter-regional, 

international and all 
intercity services pull in 
and out of Campanhã 
(h9am-7pm) train station, 
3km east of the centre.

 Campanhã is con-
nected to the centre by 

stops from Trindade, 
where you can change for 
Aliados and São Bento.

Getting 
Around
Metro

 Porto’s metro is 
compact and fairly easy 
to navigate – though not 
comprehensive. It com-
prises six metropolitan 
lines that all converge at 
the Trindade stop. 

 Tickets cost €1.20/ 
1.50/1.85 for zone 2/3/4 
with an Andante Card. 
Zone 2 covers the whole 
city centre east to Cam-
panhã train station, south 
to Vila Nova de Gaia and 
west to Foz do Douro. 

 Each trip allows you an 
hour to move between 
methods of transport 
without additional cost.

 Tickets need to be vali-
dated before you begin 
your journey. Wave the 
card in front of a machine 
marked ‘Andante’.

 For timetables, fares 
and maps, visit www.
metrodoporto.pt.

 The metro runs from 
around 6am to 1am daily.

Tram, Bus & 
Funicular 

 Porto’s public transport 
system is operated by 
STCP (www.stcp.pt). 

Tickets & 
Passes

 The recharge-
able Andante Card 
(www.linhandante.
com), costing €0.60 
and valid for one 
year, allows smooth 
movement between 
metro, funicular, 
tram and many bus 
lines. Charge it with 
the travel credit 
according to which 
zones you will be 
travelling in. You 
can purchase credit 
from metro ticket 
machines.

 A 24-hour pass 
covering the entire 
network (except for 
trams) costs €7.

 Essential Information  147146  Survival Guide
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Palácio da Bolsa

Jardim do
Palácio de Cristal

Igreja de
São Francisco

Sé

Centro Português
de Fotografia

Museu Nacional
Soares dos Reis

Ribeira (p22)
Crowned by a hefty 
cathedral and lined with 
shops, bars and 
restaurants that spill 
picturesquely down to 
the Douro River.

Top SightsE
Sé
Igreja de São Francisco
Palácio da Bolsa

Aliados & Bolhão 
(p42)
Go back in time at 
old-school grocers and 
market halls, then ramp 
up the urban-cool factor 
at happening boutiques 
and bars.

Miragaia (p62)
History seeps through 
this alley-woven district, 
with stellar museums, 
low-key streets bubbling 
with local life and a rich 
Jewish heritage.

Top SightsE
Museu Nacional Soares 
dos Reis
Centro Português de 
Fotografia

Massarelos (p94)
Sidestep the tourist trail 
in this offbeat 
neighbourhood, with 
botanical gardens, a 
sprinkling of sights and 
family-run restaurants.

Top SightsE
Jardim do Palácio de 
Cristal

Vila Nova de Gaia 
(p80)
Teasing glimpses of the 
river and port wine 
tastings are yours for 
the savouring in this 
neighbourhood.

Boavista (p104)
Porto goes 21st-century 
with cutting-edge 
architecture in Boavista, 
where the avenue of the 
same name leads to the 
crashing Atlantic.

Worth a Trip
Top SightsE

Serralves

Porto
Neighbourhoods

Neighbourhoods  1918
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Mercado do Bolhão (p61)

Ar de Rio (p86)
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Galerias Bar Crawl 
(p44)

 Bar-hopping
 Late-night parties 

Every inch the hipster 
party pen, Galerias has 
bumper-to-bumper bars 
made for crawling – from 
artsy-dowdy to vintage-
chic, Parisian bordello to 
urbane sophisticate. Let 
the music and good vibes 
take you to nocturnal 
nirvana. 

Jewish Porto (p68)
 Jewish heritage
 Old-world charm 

Flick back to one of the 
most fascinating epochs 
in Porto’s history with a 
mosey around this medi- 
eval warren of back-
streets. You’ll get an  
 

eye-opening sense of 
how Jewish life once 
thrived here, as well as 
snapshot city views from 
high-perched miradouros 
(lookouts).

Afurada (p92)
 Fish lunch (or supper)
 Riverfront walks 

The lure of the sea is 
tangible in this speck of a 
village, reached by a little 
boat that splutters across 
the river. In a trend-
obsessed world, Afurada 
is a restorative blast of 
go-slow nostalgia, with 
men hauling in the day’s 
catch and women dishing 
the dirt at the public 
laundry.  
 
 

Exploring Rua 
Miguel Bombarda 
(p98)

 Gallery-hopping
 Hipster hang-outs 

Splashed with street art, 
Rua Miguel Bombarda is 
a new wave of galleries, 
boutiques, vintage shops 
and concept stores bring-
ing fledgling designers 
and fresh-faced Porto 
creatives to the fore.

Foz do Douro (p116)
 Beach walks
 Fine dining 

Out west, Foz do Douro 
lures locals and travellers 
with beach bars and ex-
cellent restaurants. Walk 
the seafront esplanade, 
thrashed by Atlantic 
waves, or just kick back 
on the beach. 

Click into the city’s unique groove by taking the lead of locals: dipping into quaint 

Other great places to 
experience the city 
like a local: 

ViniPortugal (p38)

Taste Porto Food Tours 
(p51)

Casa do Evaristo (p52)

Mercado do Bolhão 
(p61)

Almada 13 (p48)

Rua São Pedro de 
Miragaia (p72)

Ar de Rio (p86)

Igreja do Corpo Santo 
de Massarelos (p101)

Mercado Bom  
Sucesso (p110)

Porto
Local Life

Local Life  1312
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Boats on the Douro River

Best Hands-On Fun

Sealife Porto Kids 
can watch sharks glide 
overhead, handle starfish 
and find Nemo at this 
whopper of an aquarium. 
(p117)

Museu das Marionetas 
Puppets on strings are in 
the spotlight at this mari-
onette museum. (p34)

World of Discoveries 
Slip into the shoes of a 
swashbuckling explorer 
at this discovery-focused 
sight. (p101)

Best Art & 
Inspiration

Serralves Check out the 
activity-driven family 
weekend programs at 
Serralves. (p120)

Ponte de Dom Luís I 
Budding photographers 
can practise snapping 
Porto’s simply ginormous 
bridge. (p32)

Rua das Flores Why not 
give them a scrapbook 
and pencils for a self-
guided street art tour? 
(p57)

Best Outdoors
Foz do Douro Hop 
aboard tram 1 to Foz for 
ice cream, lighthouse 
snapshots, beach fun 
and a paddle in the 
Atlantic. (p116)

Jardim do Palácio de 
Cristal Porto is reduced 
to pop-up-book scale 
from these glorious 
gardens complete with 
peacocks. (p96)

Parque da Cidade Kids 
love letting off steam 
in Porto’s biggest park. 
Perfect picnic territory. 
(p117)

Exploring Porto with tots (or teenagers) can be 
child’s play with a little know-how. What could 
be more kid-friendly, after all, than screeching 
through the streets on a vintage tram, devising 
your very own Harry Potter trail in the city that 
once inspired J.K.Rowling’s magical pen, hitting 

footsteps of great Portuguese navigators?

Happy Families
Porto is inexpensive at the best of times, but it 
offers cracking value for families. Museums offer 
free or discounted entry (up to 50%) for under-14s 
or under-18s, and travel for tots under four is free 
on public transport. Hotels are often geared up 
for families and many will squeeze in a cot for no 
extra charge. All but the poshest restaurants wel-
come children, appealing to little appetites with 
either a kids’ menu or a meia dose (half portion). 

Hotels and guesthouses should be able to 
advise on babysitters and point you in the direc-
tion of the nearest pharmacy or supermarket 
where you can stock up on nappies (diapers) and 
formula. Pick up the handy A Visit to Porto map 
at the tourist office.

For Kids
Best

y Top Tips
 Kids under four 

travel free on public 
transport.

 Museums are free 
or discounted for 
under-14s or under-
18s.
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 Best For Kids  133132  Best For Kids

Best Budget

Tattva Design Hostel 
(www.tattvadesignhostel.
com) Backpacker heaven 
with superb facilities, 
attractive rooms and an 
open-air rooftop lounge. 

Magnólia Hostel (www.
magnoliaporto.com) Well-
maintained hostel in a 
converted townhouse, 
with a lounge, leafy 
outdoor space and free 
walking tours. 

Gallery Hostel (www.
gallery-hostel.com) A hostel-
gallery with a sunny, 
glass-enclosed back pa-
tio, terrace, cinema room 
and shared kitchen.

B&B Hotel Porto (www.
hotelbb.pt) Stylish, central 
number set in a restored 
art-deco building (and 
former cinema). 

Dixo’s Oporto Hostel 
(www.dixosoportohostel.com) 
Cool, colourful hostel 

townhouse, just up from 
Ribeira.

Poets Inn (www.oporto 
poetshostel.com) Laid-back 
B&B in a central but 
tucked-away location, 
with doubles decorated 
by local artists, a garden 
and a guest kitchen.

Best Midrange

6 Only (www.6only.pt) 
Beautifully restored 
guesthouse with just six 
rooms, a lounge and a 
Zen-like courtyard. 

ROSA ET AL (www.
rosaetal.pt) Gorgeous 
townhouse in the thick of 
Porto’s art district, with 
six suites, a great restau-
rant and a lovely garden 
out back.

Pensão Favorita (www.
pensaofavorita.pt) An artful 
addition to Porto, with 
inviting rooms, a lounge 
and a restaurant with 
outdoor seating. 

Castelo Santa Catarina 
(www.castelosantacatarina 
.com.pt) Whimsical, 
pseudo-Gothic castle 
with elegant, period-
furnished doubles and 
palm-shaded gardens. 

Hotel Eurostars das 
Artes (www.eurostars 
hotels.com) Stylish, central 
hotel with handsomely 

Best Top End

4Rooms (www.4rooms.
pt) Stunningly converted 
19th-century townhouse 
in Foz redesigned by 
prize-winning architect 
Eduardo Souto de Moura. 

The Yeatman (www.
the-yeatman-hotel.com) 

with dazzling city views, 
a spa, Michelin-starred 
restaurant and Taylor’s 
opposite. 

Guest House Douro 
(www.guesthousedouro.com) 
Eight elegantly furnished 
rooms – the best with 
Douro views – and impec-
cable service. 

Pestana Porto Hotel 
(www.pestana.com) Right on 
the Douro, this is one of 
Porto’s most sophisti-
cated sleeps. 

Arriving in 
Porto
y Top Tip For the best 
way to get to your accom-
modation, see p17.

From Porto Airport
 Metro (www.metrodo 

porto.pt) connections 
depart every 20 to 30 
minutes from 6am to 
12.30am, linking the 
airport to central Porto.  
Take the violet line E 
(direction Estádio do 
Dragão). The line stops at 
Casa da Música (for  

Book Your Stay

Useful Websites

Go2:oporto (www.go2 
oporto.com) Good selection 
of central apartment rent-
als, with rates starting at 
around €50 per night.

Lonely Planet (www.lonely 
planet.com/hotels) Author-
recommended reviews 
and online booking.

Oporto City Center 
Apartments (www.oporto 
citycenterapartments.com) 
Modern, well-equipped 
studios and apartments in 
the historic centre.

GoOporto (www.gooporto.
com/porto-apartments) 
Central apartment rentals 
for up to six people. 

Flat in Porto  
porto.com) Short-term rent-
als in Porto, starting from 
three-night stays.

 Winter (Nov-Feb) 
Quiet but for the Porto 
marathon in November 
and São Silvestre race (1 
December). Weather can 
be wet. Accommodation 
bargains abound.

 Spring (Mar-May) Mild 
temps, gardens in bloom 
and reasonable room 

early March.

 Summer (Jun-Aug) 
Peak season for open-air 
festivals, beach days and 
alfresco dining. Beds 
are at a premium during 
the Festa de São João 
in June.

 Autumn (Sep & Oct) 
Few crowds and usually 
warm, though expect the 
odd shower.

Before You Go

When to Go

Survival 
Guide

F DNOSAJJMAMJ

°C/°F Temp Rainfall Inches/mm 
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8/200

2/50

4/100

6/150
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-10/14

30/86
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20/68

 Arriving in Porto  145144

QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

 Neighbourhood s
What’s where

Essential Information
Including where to stay

The Best 
of Porto
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
Porto
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighbourhood  by 
 neighbourhood  

Best Walks
See the city on foot

Porto’s Best…
The best experiences
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
self, wielding a machine
liberate this timber-pan
upholstered bar during W
the Ritz’s showpiece is a
photos taken by Papa an
martinis in town. Dress 
(www.ritzparis.com; Hôtel Rit
Vendôme, 1er; h6.30pm-2a

Kong
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Lonely Planet’s 
Porto
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighbourhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real Porto.

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
j Tram
d Train
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Barcos rabelos (traditional wooden boats used to transport wine)
ALAN COPSON/GETTY IMAGES ©

Porto Top Sights .............................................. 8

Porto Local Life ...............................................12

Porto Day Planner.......................................... 14

Need to Know ................................................. 16

Porto Neighbourhoods ...................................18

Welcome to 
Porto

 You can’t always see the river in Porto, but you can feel 
it – running as smoothly as aged tawny being decanted in 
the port lodges marching grandly up its south bank. Ham-
mered to the west by Atlantic waves, Porto entices with a 
pristine medieval centre, edgy architecture, high-spirited 
nightlife and a whole lot of soul. Trust us, you’ll soon be 
smitten.

QuickStart 
Guide 

7
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Sé (p24)
 Gazing proudly over Porto from its hilltop perch, the fortress-like Sé evokes the 
city’s past in its architecture and wields historical clout as the cathedral where 
Prince Henry the Navigator was baptised and King John I married.

P
E

E
T

E
R

 V
IIS

IM
A

A
/G

E
T

T
Y

 IM
A

G
E

S
 ©

   Porto 
Top Sights

R
O

B
 V

A
N

 E
S

C
H

/S
H

U
T

T
E

R
S

T
O

C
K

 ©

8

02-top-sights-pk-pot1.indd   82-top-sights-pk-pot1.indd   8 28/04/2015   10:38:41 AM28/04/2015   10:38:41 AM



Igreja de São Francisco (p26)
 Dripping with gold leaf, this church’s indulgent feast of baroque will bowl 
you over. Note the masterful Tree of Jesse in the nave and wander the eerie 
catacombs in contemplative silence.
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Palácio da Bolsa 
(p28)
 Evoking the riches of 
the past, no expense 
was spared on the Stock 
Exchange Palace’s mosaic- 
and mural-lined halls, 
gorgeous swoop of a stair-
case and kaleidoscopic 
Arabian Hall.

Museu Nacional 
Soares dos Reis 
(p64)
 A palatial repository for 
Porto’s standout fine and 
decorative arts collection, 
this museum heaves with 
everything from the sen-
sual sculpture of António 
Soares dos Reis to Dutch 
painting and Chinese 
porcelain.

Centro Português 
de Fotografi a 
(p66)
 This former jailhouse 
now rocks with exhib-
itions zooming in on 
contemporary photogra-
phy and takes you back 
to a sepia-hued age with 
its collection of early-days 
cameras.
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Jardim do Palácio 
de Cristal (p96)
 Peacocks parade around 
these botanical gardens 
spread lushly across the 
heights of Massarelos. 
The more you wander, 
the more you’re drawn to 
hidden pockets of green-
ery where fountains 
burble and miradouros 
(lookouts) command 
dress-circle city views.

Casa da Música 
(p106)
 Praise by critics exalts 
the acoustic wonders 
and architectural mar-
vels of Porto’s space-age 
concert hall, designed 
by Dutch daredevil Rem 
Koolhaas and home 
to the Porto National 
Orchestra.

Serralves (p120)
 Out of the way but well 
worth the detour, Ser-
ralves brings together 
avant-garde architec-
ture, cutting-edge art, a 
sculpture-strewn park 
and a bijou art-deco 
mansion in one har-
monious whole.
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Insider tips to help you fi nd the real cityInsider tips to help you fi nd the real city
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Galerias Bar Crawl 
(p44)

   Bar-hopping
  Late-night parties 

Every inch the hipster 
party pen, Galerias has 
bumper-to-bumper bars 
made for crawling – from 
artsy-dowdy to vintage-
chic, Parisian bordello to 
urbane sophisticate. Let 
the music and good vibes 
take you to nocturnal 
nirvana. 

Jewish Porto (p68)
   Jewish heritage
  Old-world charm 

Flick back to one of the 
most fascinating epochs 
in Porto’s history with a 
mosey around this medi-
eval warren of back-
streets. You’ll get an 

eye-opening sense of 
how Jewish life once 
thrived here, as well as 
snapshot city views from 
high-perched miradouros 
(lookouts).

Afurada (p92)
   Fish lunch (or supper)
  Riverfront walks 

The lure of the sea is 
tangible in this speck of a 
village, reached by a little 
boat that splutters across 
the river. In a trend-
obsessed world, Afurada 
is a restorative blast of 
go-slow nostalgia, with 
men hauling in the day’s 
catch and women dishing 
the dirt at the public 
laundry. 

Exploring Rua 
Miguel Bombarda 
(p98)

   Gallery-hopping
  Hipster hang-outs 

Splashed with street art, 
Rua Miguel Bombarda is 
a new wave of galleries, 
boutiques, vintage shops 
and concept stores bring-
ing fledgling designers 
and fresh-faced Porto 
creatives to the fore.

Foz do Douro (p116)
  Beach walks
  Fine dining 

Out west, Foz do Douro 
lures locals and travellers 
with beach bars and ex-
cellent restaurants. Walk 
the seafront esplanade, 
thrashed by Atlantic 
waves, or just kick back 
on the beach. 

 Click into the city’s unique groove by taking the lead of locals: dipping into quaint 
fi shing villages and boho-cool neighbourhoods, peeling back the layers of Jewish 
heritage in cobbled backstreets and partying in retro-cool bars. 

  Porto 
 Local Life
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Mercado do Bolhão (p61)

Ar de Rio (p86)
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 Other great places to 
experience the city 
like a local: 

ViniPortugal (p38 )

Taste Porto Food Tours 
(p51 )

Casa do Evaristo (p52 )

Mercado do Bolhão 
(p61 )

Almada 13 (p48 )

Rua São Pedro de 
Miragaia (p72)

Ar de Rio (p86 )

Igreja do Corpo Santo 
de Massarelos (p101 )

Mercado Bom 
Sucesso (p110)
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