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For more information,
see Survival Guide (p123)

  Currency
 Euro (€)

 Language
 French

 Visas
 Generally no restrictions for EU citizens. 

Usually not required for most other 
nationalities for stays of up to 90 days.

Money
 ATMs widely available. Visa and 

MasterCard accepted in most hotels, shops 
and restaurants; fewer accept American 

Express.

   Mobile Phones
 Check with your provider about roaming 

costs before you leave home, or ensure your 
phone’s unlocked to use a French SIM card 

(available cheaply in Paris).

 Time
 Central European Time (GMT/UTC plus 

one hour)

 Plugs & Adaptors
 Plugs in France have two round pins. Voltage 
is 220V AC, 50Hz. Appliances rated US 110V 

need a transformer to work safely.

  Tipping
 Already included in prices under French law, 

though if service is particularly good, you might 
tip an extra 5% to 10% in restaurants. Round 

taxi fares up to the nearest euro.

 Arriving in Paris
 Paris’ two main  airports are its largest, 
Charles de Gaulle, and the smaller Orly; the 
quickest and easiest transport options are 
listed below. Some budget carriers such as 
Ryanair use Beauvais airport, linked by shut-
tle bus. Gare du Nord train station is also a 
major entry point for UK travellers.

A From Charles de Gaulle Airport
Destination Best Transport 
 Champs-Élysées, Arc de 
Triomphe

Air France bus 2

St-Germain des Prés 
(Gare Montparnasse)

Air France bus 4

Bastille (Gare de Lyon) Air France bus 4

Châtelet–Les Halles, 
Notre Dame

RER train B

St-Germain des Prés, 
Latin Quarter (Denfert 
Rochereau)

RER train B

Opéra Roissybus

A From Orly Airport
Destination Best Transport 
 Les Invalides Air France bus 1

Champs-Élysées, Arc de 
Triomphe

Air France bus 1

St-Germain des Prés 
(Gare Montparnasse)

Air France bus 1

St-Germain des Prés, 
Latin Quarter (Denfer-
tRochereau)

Orlybus

Châtelet–Les Halles, 
Notre Dame

Orlyval, then 
RER train B

Latin Quarter Orlyval, then 
RER train B

Getting Around
 Walking is a pleasure in Paris, and the city 
also has one of the most efficient and 
inexpensive public transport systems in the 
world, making getting around a breeze.

m Metro & RER
 The fastest way to get around. Runs from 
about 5.30am and finishes around 12.35am 
or 1.15am (to around 2.15am on Friday and 
Saturday nights), depending on the line.

H Bicycle
 Virtually free pick-up, drop-off Vélib’ bikes 
operate across 1800 stations citywide.

J Bus
 Good for parents with prams/strollers and 
people with limited mobility.

N Boat
 The Batobus is a handy hop-on, hop-off 
service stopping at nine key destinations 
along the Seine.

K Taxi
 You’ll find ranks around major intersections.

Your Daily Budget
 Budget: Less than €100

  Dorm bed: €25–50

  Coffee/glass of wine from: €3/3.50

  Self-catering

  Frequent free concerts and events

Midrange: €100–250
  Double room: €130–250

  Two-course meals: €20–40

  Museums: free to around €12

  Admission to clubs: free to around €20

Top End: More than €250
  Historic luxury hotel double: from €250

  Gastronomic restaurant menus: from €40

  Designer boutiques

Useful  Websites
 Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/paris) 
Destination information, hotel bookings, 
traveller forum and more.

Paris Info (www.parisinfo.com) Comprehen-
sive tourist-authority website.

Secrets of Paris (www.secretsofparis.com) 
Loads of resources and reviews.

Paris by Mouth (www.parisbymouth.com) 
Foodie heaven.

Advance Planning
 Two months before Book accommodation, 
organise opera, ballet or cabaret tickets, 
check events calendars, and make reserva-
tions for high-end/popular restaurants.

Two weeks before Sign up for a local-led 
tour and choose museums, pre-purchasing 
tickets online where possible.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know
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1st Floor
 Of the tower’s three floors, the 1st (57m) has the 
most space but the least impressive views. The 
glass-enclosed Pavillon Ferrié – open since 
summer 2014 – houses an immersion film along 
with a small cafe and souvenir shop, while the 
outer walkway features a discovery circuit to help 
visitors learn more about the tower’s ingenious 
design. Check out the sections of glass flooring 
that proffer a dizzying view of the antlike people 
walking on the ground far below.

Not all lifts stop at the 1st floor (check before 
ascending), but it’s an easy walk down from the 
2nd floor should you accidentally end up one 
floor too high.

2nd Floor
 Views from the 2nd floor (115m) are the best – 
impressively high but still close enough to see the 
details of the city below. Telescopes and pano-
ramic maps placed around the tower pinpoint 
locations in Paris and beyond. Story windows 
give an overview of the lifts’ mechanics, and 
the vision well allows you to gaze through glass 
panels to the ground.

Top Floor
 Views from the wind-buffeted top floor (276m) 
stretch up to 60km on a clear day, though at 
this height the panoramas are more sweeping 
than detailed. Celebrate your ascent with a glass 
of bubbly (€12 to €21) from the Champagne 
bar (open noon to 10pm). Afterwards peep into 
 Gustave Eiffel’s restored top-level office where 
lifelike wax models of Eiffel and his daughter 
Claire greet Thomas Edison.

To access the top floor, take a separate lift on 
the 2nd floor (closed during heavy winds).

y Top Tips
  Save time by buying 

lift tickets ahead online 
(staircase tickets must 
be bought at the tower). 
Choose a time slot and 
preprint tickets or use a 
smartphone that can be 
read by the scanner at 
the entrance.

 The top can be breezy, 
so bring a jacket.

5 Take a Break
 Dine at the tower’s 1st-
floor brasserie   58 Tour 
Eiffel (%01 45 55 20 04; 
www.restaurants-toureiffel.
com; 2-/3-course lunch menu 
€22.50/27, dinner menu 
€70/80; h11.30am-4.30pm 
& 6.30-11pm).

Savour cuisine at the 
Michelin-starred 2nd-
floor gastronomic 
restaurant   Le Jules 
Verne (%01 45 55 61 44; 
www.lejulesverne-paris.com; 
menus lunch €105, dinner 
€190-230; hnoon-1.30pm 
& 7-9.30pm).

 No one could imagine Paris today without its sig-
nature spire. But Gustave  Eiffel constructed this 
graceful tower – the world’s tallest, at 320m, until 
it was eclipsed by Manhattan’s Chrysler Building 
some four decades later – only as a temporary ex-
hibit for the 1889 Exposition Universelle (World’s 
Fair). Luckily, the tower’s popularity (and use as 
a platform for radiotelegraphy antennas) assured 
its survival beyond the fair and its elegant art 
nouveau webbed-metal design has become the 
defining fixture of the city’s skyline.

 Map p28, C2

www.tour-ei  el.fr

Champ de Mars, 7e

adult/youth/child lift to top 
€17/14.50/8

h9am-12.45am mid-Jun–
Aug, 9.30am-11.45pm, Sep–
mid-Jun

mBir Hakeim or RER Champ 
de Mars–Tour Ei  el
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Top  Sights
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Les Deux Magots (p162)
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5 Shakespeare & 
Company
 The original Shake-
speare & Company 
(p142) bookshop stood 
at 12 rue de l’Odéon, 
where owner Sylvia 
Beach lent books to 
Hemingway and pub-
lished Ulysses for Joyce 
in 1922. It was closed 
during WWII’s Nazi 
occupation.

6 Henry Miller’s 
Room
  Henry Miller stayed on 
the 5th floor of 36 rue 
Bonaparte in 1930; 
he wrote about the 

experience in Letters to 
Emil (1989).

7 Oscar 
Wilde’s Hotel
 The former Hôtel 
d’Alsace (now L’Hôtel), 
13 rue des Beaux-Arts, is 
where  Oscar Wilde died 
in 1900.

8 Hemingway’s 
First Night in Paris
  Hemingway spent 
his first night in the 
city at the Hôtel 
d’Angleterre, 44 rue 
Jacob.

9 Gertrude Stein’s 
Home
 Ezra Pound and Hem-
ingway were among 
those entertained at 
27 rue de Fleurus, 
where  Gertrude Stein 
lived with Alice B 
Toklas.

a Rue Notre 
Dame des Champs
  Pound lived at 70bis 
rue Notre Dame des 
Champs, while Hem-
ingway’s first apartment 
in this area was above a 
sawmill at No 113.  

2 The Walk
It wasn’t only Paris’ reputation for  liberal    thought and 
relaxed morals that lured writers in the early 20th 
century – Left Bank Paris was cheap and, unlike 
Prohibition-era America, you could drink to your 
heart’s content. This walk through the area’s long-
gentrified streets takes in pivotal places from the era.

Start Rue du Cardinal Lemoine; mCardinal Lemoine

Finish Rue Notre Dame des Champs; mVavin

Length 6.5km; three hours

5 Take a Break
The route is littered with cafes and brasseries with 
literary associations, including favourites of Jean-
Paul Sartre and Simone de Beauvoir  Les Deux 
Magots (p162) and  Café de Flore (p163), Heming-
way’s favoured   La Closerie des Lilas (p162), and 
other literary-luminary magnets such as  Le Dôme 
(108 bd du Montparnasse, 14e; mains €43-66.50, seafood 
platters €66; hnoon-3pm & 7-11.30pm; mVavin). 

1 Rue du 
Cardinal Lemoine
 Walk southwest along 
rue du Cardinal Lem-
oine, peering down 
the passageway at No 
71, where  James Joyce 
finished Ulysses in 
apartment E. From 1922 
to 1923, Ernest Heming-
way lived at No 74.

2 Paul 
Verlaine’s Garret
 Hemingway wrote in a 
top-floor garret of a hotel 
at 39 rue Descartes – 
the same hotel where the 
poet  Paul Verlaine died. 
Ignore the incorrect 
plaque.

3 George Orwell’s 
Boarding House
 In 1928  George Orwell 
stayed in a boarding 
house above 6 rue du 
Pot de Fer, which he 
called ‘rue du Coq d’Or’ 
in Down and Out in 
Paris and London (1933).

4 Jack 
Kerouac’s Hotel
 The Relais Hôtel 
du Vieux Paris at 9 
rue Gît le Cœur was a 
favourite of poet  Allen 
Ginsberg and Beat 
writer  Jack Kerouac in 
the 1950s.

Best Walks
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 To live like a Parisian, 
consider renting a short-
stay apartment.

Useful  Websites

 Lonely Planet (www.
lonelyplanet.com/france/
paris/hotels) Reviews 
of Lonely Planet’s top 
choices.

Paris Hotel Service 
(www.parishotelservice.
com) Boutique hotel 
gems.

Paris Hotel (www.hotels-
paris.fr) Well-organised 
hotel booking site with 
lots of user reviews.

Room Sélection (www.
room-selection.com) 
Select apartment rentals 
centred on Le Marais.

Paris Attitude (www.
parisattitude.com) Thou-
sands of apartment rent-
als, professional service, 
reasonable fees.

Best Budget

 Cosmos Hôtel (www.
cosmos-hotel-paris.com) 
Cheap, brilliant value and 
footsteps from the night-
life of Le Marais’ rue JPT.

Hôtel du Nord – Le Pari 
Vélo (www.hoteldunord-
leparivelo.com) Bric-a-
brac charm and bikes 
on loan.

Mama Shelter (www.
mamashelter.com) 
Philippe Starck–designed 
hipster haven with a cool 
in-house pizzeria.

Hôtel St-André des Arts 
(www.hotel-saintandrede 
sarts.fr) Old-school charm 
in St-Germain’s beating 
heart.

Generator Hostel (www.
generatorhostels.com) 
Shout out to design, 
street art and French art 
de vivre.

Les Piaules (www.
lespiaules.com) Designer 
hostel and bar with roof-
top terrace in Belleville.

Best Midrange

 Hôtel Exquis (www.
hotelexquisparis.com) 
Surrealist design hotel 
east of Bastille.

Hôtel Amour (www.
hotelamourparis.fr) Styl-
ish choice for a romantic 
getaway.

Familia Hôtel (www.
familiahotel.com) Sepia 
murals and  ower-
bedecked balconies in 
the Latin Quarter.

Hôtel Jeanne d’Arc 
(www.hoteljeannedarc.
com) Gorgeous, like a 
family home in a quiet 
Marais backstreet.

Best Top End

 Les Bains (www.lesbains-
paris.com) Nineteenth-
century thermal baths 
turned nightclub, turned 
rockstar-hot lifestyle hotel.

Hôtel Molitor (www.mltr.
fr) Stunningly restored 
art deco swimming pool 
with gallery-style pool-
side rooms.

Hôtel Crayon (www.
hotelcrayon.com) Line 
drawings, retro furnish-
ings and coloured-glass 
shower doors.

Hôtel du Jeu de Paume 
(www.jeudepaumehotel.
com) Romantic haven on 
the serene Île St-Louis.

Arriving in 
 Paris
 y For the best way to get 
to your accommodation, 
see p123.

Charles de Gaulle 
Airport
 Most international 
airlines fly to  Aéroport de 
Charles de Gaulle (CDG; 
%01 70 36 39 50; www.
aeroportsdeparis.fr), 28km 

 Book Your Stay
  Paris has a wealth of 

accommodation for all 
budgets, but it’s often 
complet (full) well in ad-
vance. Reservations are 
recommended year-round 
and essential during the 
warmer months (April to 
October) and all public 
and school holidays.

 Although marginally 
cheaper, accommodation 
outside central Paris is 
invariably a false economy 
given travel time and 
costs. Choose somewhere 
within Paris’ 20 arron-
dissements to experience 
Parisian life the moment 
you step out the door.

 The city of Paris levies a 
taxe de séjour (tourist tax) 
per person per night on 
all accommodation, from 
€0.83 to €4.40 per person 
per night (normally added 
to your bill).

 Breakfast is rarely 
included; cafes often o er 
better value.

  Winter (Nov–Feb) 
Cold and dark, occasion-
al snow. Museums are 
quieter and accommoda-
tion prices are lower.

 Spring (Mar–May) 
Mild, sometimes wet. 
Major sights start get-
ting busier; parks and 
gardens begin to come 
into their own.

 Summer (Jun–Aug) 
Warm to hot, generally 
sunny. Main tourist sea-
son. Some businesses 
close for August.

 Autumn (Sep–Nov) 
Mild, generally sunny. 
Cultural life moving into 
top gear after the sum-
mer lull.

Before You Go

  When to Go

Survival 
Guide
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Louvre Centre
Pompidou

Jardin du
Luxembourg

Père
Lachaise

Musée
National du
Moyen Âge

Musée
d'Orsay

Sacré-
Cœur

Notre
Dame

Notre Dame & the 
Islands (p000)
Paris’ gothic cathedral 
dominates the Île de la 
Cité; romantic little Île 
St-Louis has charming 
shops and sublime ice 
cream.

Top Sights
Notre Dame

Centre Pompidou & 
Le Marais (p00)
Hip boutiques, ubercool 
bars, avant-garde 
galleries and beautiful 
museums all wedge 
within the Marais’ 
warren of laneways.

Top Sights
Centre Pompidou

Sacré-Cœur & 
Montmartre (p00)
Beneath Montmartre’s 
basilica, painters at 
easels, cosy bistros and 
historic cabarets keep 
the artistic spirit of this 
hilly area alive.

Top Sights
Sacré-Cœur

Louvre, Tuileries & 
Opéra (p00)
Palatial museums, World 
Heritage–listed gardens, 
grand department 
stores and gourmet food 
shops are just some of 
the draws of this area.

Top Sights
Louvre

Worth a Trip
Top Sights

Père Lachaise
Versailles

Eiffel
Tower

Musée
Rodin

Arc de
Triomphe

Musée d’Orsay & 
St-Germain des 
Prés (p00)
With a literary pedigree, 
cafe terraces and 
exquisite boutiques, this 
gentrified neighbour-
hood retains a soulful, 
cinematic quality.

Top Sights
Musée d’Orsay
Jardin du Luxembourg

Arc de Triomphe & 
Champs-Élysées 
(p00)
This neighbourhood 
sees glamorous avenues 
flanked by flagship 
fashion houses, 
excellent museums and 
elegant restaurants.

Top Sights
Arc de Triomphe

Latin Quarter 
(p000)
The lively Latin Quarter 
is home to vast gardens, 
intriguing museums, a 
mighty mausoleum and 
spirited Sorbonne 
university students.

Top Sights
Musée National du 
Moyen Âge

Eiffel Tower & Les 
Invalides (p00)
Zipping up the spire is 
reason enough to visit, 
but this stately 
neighbourhood also has 
some unmissable 
museums.

Top Sights
Eiffel Tower
Musée Rodin

 Paris 
Neighbourhoods

Neighbourhoods  1918

2 Cookbook Shopping
 There are more esteemed cookware 
shops on rue Montmartre, as well as 
Paris’ leading food bookshop   Librairie 
Gourmande (www.librairie-gourmande.fr; 
92 rue Montmartre, 1er; h11am-7pm Mon-Sat; 
mSentier) – a perfect place to pick up 
inspiration. All the classic texts are 
here, along with cutting-edge collec-
tions and cocktail recipe books.

3 Oyster Market Legacy
 A splinter of the historic halles, 
pedestrianised rue Montorgueil was 
its oyster market. The remaining 
legacy of its original incarnation is the 
19th-century timber-lined restaurant 
  Au Rocher de Cancale (%01 42 33 50 
29; www.aurocherdecancale.fr; 78 rue Mon-
torgueil, 2e; dozen oysters €19, seafood platter 
€30; h8am-2am daily; mSentier or Les 
Halles). At this memorable restaurant, 
virtually unchanged, you can feast 
on oysters and seafood from Cancale 
(Brittany).

4 Picturesque Patisserie
 Opened in 1730 the beautiful pastel 
murals at   Stohrer (www.stohrer.fr; 51 rue 
Montorgueil, 2e; h7.30am-8.30pm daily; 
mÉtienne Marcel or Sentier) were added 
in 1864 by Paul Baudry, who also 
decorated the Palais Garnier’s Grand 
Foyer. Specialities invented here 

include baba au rhum (rum-drenched 
brioche) and puit d’amour (cream-
filled, caramel-topped puff pastry).

5 Gourmet Goods Shopping
 If the foie gras, truffles, caviar and 
other delicacies at the 1894 épicerie 
(specialist grocer)   Comptoir de la 
Gastronomie (www.comptoirdelagastrono-
mie.com; 34 rue Montmartre, 1er; h6am-
8pm Mon-Sat; mLes Halles) tantalise, 
you can enjoy them at its adjacent 
restaurant.

6 Apéro at Le Cochon à l’Oreille
 A Parisian jewel, the heritage-listed 
hole-in-the-wall   Le Cochon à l’Oreille 
(%01 42 36 07 56; 15 rue Montmartre, 
1er; h10am-2am Tue-Sat; mLes Halles) 
retains laid tiles from the 1890s, 
depicting vibrant market scenes of 
the old halles. Hours can vary.

7 Late-Night 
Dinner at Le Tambour
 Salvaged street furniture and old 
metro maps make the good-natured 
bistro and bar   Le Tambour (%01 42 
33 06 90; 41 rue Montmartre, 2e; h8.30am-
6am; mÉtienne Marcel or Sentier) a shrine 
to the soul of Paris and a mecca for 
Parisian night owls, with food served 
until 3.30am or 4am.

1 Cookware Shopping
 Paris’ professional chefs 
still come to this neigh-
bourhood to stock up on 
knives, whisks, sieves, 
slicers, ladles, grinders, 
pastry moulds, pots, pans, 
chopping blocks, Cham-
pagne buckets, duck presses 
and more at venerable 
cookware shops, includ-
ing the 1820-established   E 
Dehillerin (www.e-dehillerin.fr; 
18-20 rue Coquillière, 1er; h9am-
12.30pm & 2-6pm Mon, 9am-6pm 
Tue-Sat; mLes Halles).

Local Life
 The Spirit of    Les Halles

In 1137 Louis VI  created 
halles (markets) for mer-
chants who converged on 
the city centre to sell their 
wares, and for over 800 
years they were, in the 
words of Émile Zola, the 
‘belly of Paris’. Although 
the wholesalers moved out 
to the suburb of Rungis in 
1971, the markets’ spirit 
lives on in legacies and 
local treasures here.
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Riverbank 
Rejuvenation
 Paris’ riverbanks have 
been reborn in recent 
years. On the Right 
Bank, east of the Hôtel 
de Ville, the former 
expressway is now 
home to walkways and 
cycleways. On the Left 
Bank from the Pont de 
l’Alma to the Musée 
d’Orsay (linked to the 
water’s edge by a grand 
staircase that doubles as 
amphitheatre seating), 
the car-free stretch Les 
Berges de Seine (p156 ) is 
now a Parisian hot spot 
for outdoor activities.

 Paris Plages
 Palm trees, bars, cafes, 
sun lounges, parasols, 
water sprays and sand 
line the river from mid-
July to early Septem-
ber during the ‘Paris 
Beaches’.

 Best River Cruises
Bateaux-Mouches (www.
bateauxmouches.com; Port 
de la Conférence, 8e; adult/
child €13.50/6; mAlma 
Marceau) The largest 
 river cruise company in 
Paris and a favourite with 
tour groups. Cruises (70 
minutes) run regularly 
from 10.15am to 10.30pm 

April to September and 
13 times a day between 
11am and 9.20pm the rest 
of the year. Commentary 
is in French and English. 
It’s located on the Right 
Bank, just east of the 
Pont de l’Alma.

Vedettes de Paris (www.
vedettesdeparis.fr; Port 
de Suffren, 7e; adult/child 
€13.50/6) It might be a 
small company, but its 
one-hour sightseeing 
 cruises on smaller boats 
are second to none. It 
runs themed cruises too, 
including imaginative 
‘Mysteries of Paris’ tours 
for kids (adult/child 
€14/8).

 Best Traditional 
Gardens
Jardin du Luxembourg 
Paris’ most popular park. 
(p150 )

Jardin des Tuileries 
Part of Paris’ historic 
axis and as classical as it 
gets. (p60 )

Versailles Designed 
by André Le Nôtre, the 
château’s gardens are fit 
for a king. (p169 )

Best Parks
Promenade Plantée 
The world’s first elevated 
park, atop a disused 
railway viaduct. (p95 )

Jardin des Plantes 
Paris’ botanic gardens 
include peony and 
rose gardens, an alpine 
garden, greenhouses and 
more. (p134 ; above)

Parc des Buttes Chau-
mont Hilly, forested 
haven with grottoes, 
waterfalls, a lake and an 
island. (p85)

Place des Vosges Paris’ 
prettiest square, ringed 
by cloisters, with a park 
at its centre. (p96 )

Best Hidden Gems
Square du Vert-Galant 
Romantically situated 
on the tip of the Île de la 
Cité. (p119 )

Jardin de la Nouvelle 
France Enchanting little 
oasis between some of 
Paris’ busiest boulevards. 
(p44 )

Île aux Cygnes A tree-
shaded walkway runs 
the length of the city’s 
little-known third island. 
(p30 )
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 La ligne de vie de Paris (‘the lifeline of Paris’), 
the Seine, sluices through the city, spanned by 
37 bridges. Its Unesco World Heritage–listed 
riverbanks o er picturesque promenades, parks, 
activities and events, including sandy summer-
time beaches. After dark, watch the river dance 
with the watery re ections of city lights and 
tourist-boat oodlamps. You are in Paris.

Of the  Seine
Best

y Top Tips
  Opening hours 

vary seasonally – 
check closing times 
posted at park gates 
to avoid being locked 
in.

 Look out for murs 
végétaux (vertical 
gardens) popping up 
around the city, such 
as outside the Musée 
du Quai Branly 
(p30 ).

 Ecominded city 
initiatives will see 
Paris become even 
greener, with many 
open areas being 
created.
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 If Paris’ cafes are the city’s communal lounge 
rooms, its parks, gardens and squares are 
its backyards. The larger parks are idyllic for 
strolling or simply soaking up the sunshine, with 
plenty of seating as well as kiosks and cafes, 
while small, secret gardens are tucked between 
historic stone buildings or even perched in the 
middle of the Seine.

 Parks &  Gardens
Best

 Best Of the Seine  185184  Best Parks & Gardens

Bars and cafes 7am–
2am

Museums 10am–6pm, 
closed Monday or 
Tuesday

Post o   ces 8am–7pm 
Monday to Friday, and 
until noon Saturday

Restaurants noon–2pm 
and 7.30–10.30pm

Shops (clothing) 10am–
7pm Monday to Saturday, 
occasionally close in the 
early afternoon for lunch 
and sometimes all day 
Monday

Shops (food) 8am–1pm 
and 4–7.30pm, closed 
Sunday afternoon and 
sometimes Monday

  Discount Cards
  If you plan on 

visiting a lot of muse-
ums, pick up a Paris 
Museum Pass (www.
en.parismuseumpass.
com; 2/4/6 days 
€48/62/74) or a 
Paris Passlib’ (www.
parisinfo.com; 2/3/5 
days €109/129/155); the 
latter also includes public 
transport and various 
extras. The passes get you 
into 60-odd venues in and 
around Paris, bypassing 
(or reducing) long ticket 
queues. Both passes are 
available from the  Paris 

Convention & Visitors 
Bureau (O   ce du Tourisme 
et des Congrès de Paris; www.
parisinfo.com; 27 rue des 
Pyramides, 1er; h7am-7pm 
May-Oct, 10am-7pm Nov-Apr; 
mPyramides).

 Mobilis and Paris 
Visite passes are valid on 
the metro, RER, SNCF’s 
suburban lines, buses, 
night buses, trams and 
Montmartre funicular 
railway. Passes are sold 
at larger metro and RER 
stations, SNCF o   ces in 
Paris, and the airports.

 Mobilis Allows unlimited 
travel for one day and 
costs €7 (two zones) to 
€16.60 (  ve zones). Buy 
it at any metro, RER or 
SNCF station in the Paris 
region. Depending on how 
many times you plan to 
hop on/o   the metro in 
a day, a carnet (book of 
tickets) might work out 
cheaper.

 Paris Visite Allows 
unlimited travel as well 
as discounted entry 
to certain museums 
and other discounts 
and bonuses. The 
‘Paris+Suburbs+Airports’ 
pass includes transport 
to/from the airports and 
costs €23.50/ 35.70/ 
50.05/ 61.25 for one/
two/three/  ve days. The 
cheaper ‘Paris Centre’ 

pass, valid for zones 1 to 
3, costs €11.15/ 18.15/ 
24.80/ 35.70 for one/
two/three/  ve days. 
Children aged four to 11 
years pay half price.

 Electricity

230V/50Hz

    Emergency
Ambulance (SAMU) %15

 Fire %18

Police %17

EU-wide emergency %112

 Internet Access
  Wi-   (pronounced ‘wee-

fee’ in France) is available 
in most Paris hotels, usu-
ally at no extra cost, and 
in some museums.

per kilometre (Tarif B; 
orange light).

 Travel in the city limits 
and inner suburbs on 
Sunday night (midnight to 
7am Monday) and in the 
outer suburbs is at Tarif 
C, €1.54 per kilometre 
(blue light).

 The minimum taxi fare 
for a short trip is €6.86.

 Flat fees have been 
introduced for taxis to/
from the major airports, 
Charles de Gualle 
(p206) and Orly 
(p207).

 There’s a €3 surcharge 
for taking a fourth 
passenger, but drivers 
sometimes refuse for 
insurance reasons. The 
 rst piece of baggage is 

free; additional pieces 
over 5kg cost €1 extra.

 Flagging down a taxi in 
Paris can be di   cult; it’s 
best to  nd an o   cial taxi 
stand.

 To order a taxi, call or 
reserve online with  Taxis 
G7 (%01 41 27 66 99, 3607; 
www.taxisg7.com),  Taxis 
Bleus (%08 91 70 10 10, 
3609; www.taxis-bleus.com) 
or  Alpha Taxis (%01 45 85 
85 85; www.alphataxis.fr).

Essential 
Information

  Business Hours
 The following list shows 
approximate standard 
opening hours for busi-
nesses. Hours can vary by 
season. Many businesses 
close for the entire month 
of August for summer 
holidays.

Banks 9am–1pm and 
2–5pm Monday to Friday, 
some Saturday morning

Tickets & Passes
  The same RATP tickets are valid on the metro, 

the RER (for travel within the city limits), buses, 
trams and the Montmartre funicular.

 A ticket – white in colour and called Le Ticket 
t+ – costs €1.80 (half price for children aged four 
to nine years) if bought individually and €14.10 
for adults for a carnet (book) of 10.

 Tickets are sold at all metro stations. Ticket 
windows accept most credit cards; however, 
automated machines do not accept credit cards 
without embedded chips (and even then, not all 
foreign chip-embedded cards).

 One ticket lets you travel between any two 
metro stations (no return journeys) for a period 
of 1½ hours, no matter how many transfers are 
required. You can also use it on the RER for travel 
within zone 1, which encompasses all of central 
Paris.

 Transfers from the metro to bus or vice versa 
are not possible.

 Always keep your ticket until you exit from your 
station or risk a  ne.

 If you’re staying in Paris for a week or more, 
ask at metro station o   ces about rechargeable 
Navigo (www.navigo.fr) passes.

 Tourist passes Mobilis and Paris Visite cover 
transport.

   211210  Survival Guide

QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

 Neighbourhood s
What’s where

Essential Information
Including where to stay

The Best 
of Paris
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
Paris
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighbourhood  by 
 neighbourhood  

Best Walks
See the city on foot

Paris’ Best…
The best experiences
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
self, wielding a machine
liberate this timber-pan
upholstered bar during W
the Ritz’s showpiece is a
photos taken by Papa an
martinis in town. Dress 
(www.ritzparis.com; Hôtel Rit
Vendôme, 1er; h6.30pm-2a

Kong
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Lonely Planet’s 
Paris
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighbourhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real Paris.

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
j Tram
d Train
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Montmartre street with Sacré-Cœur (p72) in the background
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Welcome to 
Paris

 Paris is renowned for its magnificently preserved cityscapes 
awash with icons including the Eiffel Tower, Arc de Triomphe 
and Notre Dame, and museums filled with priceless works 
of art. Exploring the surrounding Parisian streets takes you 
into the heart of the city’s quartiers (quarters), where time-
honoured restaurants and enchanting boutiques coexist 
alongside creative neobistro kitchens, fashion ateliers and 
street art.

QuickStart 
Guide 

7
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