
TOP SIGHTS • LOCAL LIFE • MADE EASY

NEW YORK CITY

Regis St Louis, Cristian Bonetto

00-prelims-pk-nyc6-curation.indd   10-prelims-pk-nyc6-curation.indd   1 22/04/2016   11:11:12 AM22/04/2016   11:11:12 AM



In This Book

For more information, 
see Survival Guide 

Currency
US dollar (US$)

Language
English

Visas
The US Visa Waiver Program allows 

nationals of 38 countries to enter the US 
without a visa.

Money
ATMs widely available; credit cards 

accepted at most hotels, stores and 
restaurants. Farmers markets and some 

restaurants and bars are cash-only.

Cell Phones
Most US mobile (cell) phones besides the 

iPhone operate on CDMA, not the European 
standard GSM. Check compatibility with 

your phone service provider.

Time
Eastern Standard Time (GMT/UTC minus 

Plugs & Adaptors
The US electric current is 110V to 115V, 60Hz 

(which often have a third, rounded prong for 
grounding).

Tipping
Restaurant servers 15% to 20%, barkeeps $1 per 
beer or $2 per specialty cocktail, taxi drivers 10% 
to 15%, and hotel housekeepers $3 to $5 per day.

Arriving in New 
York City

Three bustling airports, two main train sta-
tions and a monolithic bus terminal welcome 
millions of visitors each year.

A From John F Kennedy 
International Airport (JFK)

Destination Best Transport 

Brooklyn Subway LIRR to  
Atlantic Terminal

Lower East Side Subway J/Z line

Lower Manhattan Subway A line

Midtown LIRR to Penn Station

Greenwich Village Village Subway A line

Upper West Side Subway A line

Upper East Side Subway E, then  
4/5/6 lines

Harlem Subway E, then B or 
C lines

A From LaGuardia Airport (LGA)

Destination Best Transport 

Harlem Bus M60

Upper East Side Bus M60 & Subway 
4/5/6 line

Midtown Bus Q70 & Subway F, 7 
or E lines

Union Square Bus Q70 then Subway 
R line

Greenwich Village Bus Q70 then Subway 
F line

Brooklyn Taxi

A From Newark International 
Airport (EWR)
Take the AirTrain to Newark Airport rail 
station, then board any train bound for NYC’s 
Penn Station. Shared shuttles and buses 
are also available. From Midtown, hop on a 
subway to reach your final destination.

Getting Around
Once you’ve arrived in NYC, getting around 
is fairly easy. The extensive subway system 
is cheap and (usually) efficient, and you can 
also get around by bike, ferry, bus or on foot.

b Subway
The subway system is iconic, inexpensive and 
open around the clock. Check out www.mta 
.info for public transportation information; 
download the useful NextStop app, with map, 
arrival countdowns and service alerts.

J Bus
Buses are a good choice when traveling 
‘crosstown’ (going east or west across the 
city) or for travel along First and Tenth Aves.

K Taxi
Outside of rush hour, taxi travel can be the 
fastest and most convenient way to get 
around; it’s a good option when you’d rather 
stay above ground. It can be quite difficult to 
grab a taxi in inclement weather.

H Bike
New York’s excellent bike-sharing network 
Citi Bike (www.citibikenyc.com; 24hr/7 
days $11/27) has hundreds of kiosks in 
Manhattan and parts of Brooklyn. Just select 
access (24-hour or seven-day), swipe your 
credit card, grab a bike and go. Find nearby 
docks with the Citi Bike app.

N Ferry
There are free rides to Staten Island, and 
decent service aboard the East River Ferry 
(www.eastriverferry.com; one-way $4-6) at 
stops between Lower Manhattan, E 34th St 
and the Queens and Brooklyn waterfront. 
There’s also the pricey hop-on, hop-off New 
York Water Taxi (%212-742-1969; www.
nywatertaxi.com; hop-on, hop-off 1-day  
pass $31).

Your Daily Budget
Budget less than $100

  Dorm bed: $40–70

  Food-truck taco: from $3

  Bus or subway ride: $2.75

Midrange $100–$300
  Double room in a midrange hotel:  

from $200

  Dinner for two at a midrange eatery: $130

  Craft cocktail at a lounge: $14–18

  Discount TKTS ticket to a Broadway  
show: $80

Top End more than $300
  Luxury stay at a high-end hotel: $325–850

  Tasting menu at a top-end restaurant: 
$85–325

  Metropolitan Opera orchestra seats: 
$100–390

Useful Websites
Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com 
/usa/new-york-city) Destination information, 
hotel bookings, traveller forum and more.

NYC: The Official Guide (www.nycgo.com) 
New York City’s official tourism portal.

New York Magazine (www.nymag.com) 
Comprehensive listings for bars, restaurants, 
entertainment and shopping.

Advance Planning
Two months before Book your hotel and 
snag Broadway tickets.

Three weeks before Score a table at your 
top-choice high-end restaurant.

One week before Scan the web and  
Twitter for the latest openings and events.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know

w
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Don’t Miss
Crossing the Bridge
For many visitors to NYC, crossing the Brooklyn 
Bridge is a rite of passage. The neo-Gothic won-
der was designed by Prussian-born engineer John 
Roebling, who died of tetanus poisoning before 
construction even began. His son, Washington 
Roebling, supervised construction of the bridge, 
which lasted 14 years and managed to survive 
budget overruns and the deaths of 20 workers. 
The younger Roebling himself suffered from the 
bends while helping to excavate the riverbed for 
the bridge’s western tower and remained bed-
ridden for much of the project. When the bridge 
opened in June 1883, a shout from the crowd that 
the bridge was collapsing caused mayhem and 
the trampling death of 12 pedestrians.

Brooklyn Bridge Park
Across the bridge in Brooklyn is one of the bor-
ough’s most celebrated new assets, the 85-acre 
Brooklyn Bridge Park (www.brooklynbridgepark.
org). Stretching 1.3 miles from Jay St in Dumbo 
to the west end of Atlantic Ave in Cobble Hill, 
the park’s highlights include the Empire Fulton 
Ferry, a state park featuring a grassy lawn 
with skyline views and the lovingly restored 
1922-vintage Jane’s Carousel, set inside a glass 
pavilion designed by Pritzker Prize–winning 
architect Jean Nouvel. Just south of Empire Ful-
ton Ferry is Pier 1, a 9 acre space complete with 
playground, lushly landscaped walkways, and a 
hillside offering mesmerizing views over Lower 
Manhattan. From July through August, free 
outdoor films are screened on Pier 1, against the 
stunning Manhattan skyline. Other free open-air 
events take place throughout summer.

y Top Tips
 Walking across the 

bridge, stay on the side 
of the walkway marked 
for pedestrians. One half 
is designated for cyclists, 
and used by commuters 
and tourists alike.

 To beat the crowds, 
come early morning, 
when you’ll have those 
views largely to yourself.

5 Take a Break
From May to October, 
Brooklyn Bridge Park 
features a few seasonal 
concessions, such as 
wood-fired pizza, beer 
and Italian treats at 
Fornino (%718-422-1107; 
www.fornino.com; Pier 6, 
Brooklyn Bridge Park; pizzas 
$12-25; h10am-10pm 
Apr-Oct; gB45 to Brooklyn 
Bridge Park/Pier 6, b2/3, 
4/5 to Borough Hall). Year-
round you can try clas-
sic and creative pizzas 
at Juliana’s (%718-596-
6700; www.julianaspizza.
com; 19 Old Fulton St, btwn 
Water & Front Sts, Dumbo; 
pizza $17-32; h11:30am-
11pm; bA/C to High St), 
near Pier 1.

A New York icon, the Brooklyn Bridge was the 
world’s first steel suspension bridge. When it 
opened in 1883, the 1596ft span between its 
two support towers was the longest in history. 
Although its construction was fraught with dis- 
aster, the bridge became a magnificent example 
of urban design, inspiring poets, writers and 
painters. Today, the Brooklyn Bridge continues 
to dazzle – many regard it as the most beautiful 
bridge in the world.

o Map p30, E4

b4/5/6 to Brooklyn 
Bridge-City Hall; J/Z to 
Chambers St; R to City 
Hall
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View of Manhattan skyline and Brooklyn Bridge from D

Top Sights
Brooklyn Bridge

Brooklyn BridgeLower Manhattan & the Financial District 2928

New York City, USA
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23 was the site of the 
Electric Circus, where 
Andy Warhol staged 
his Exploding Plastic 
Inevitable multimedia 
shows in 1966.

5 Fillmore East
Head south down 
Second Ave to the site 
of the long-defunct 
Fillmore East (105 Sec-
ond Ave), a 2000-seat 
live-music venue run by 
promoter Bill Graham 
from 1968 to 1971. In 
the ‘80s the space was 
transformed into the 
Saint – the legendary, 
5000-sq-ft dance club 
that kicked off a joyous, 

drug-laden, gay disco 
culture.

6 Physical Graffiti 
Cover
Head a block east to 
First Ave, turn left, re-
join St Marks Place and 
turn right. The row of 
tenements is the site of 
Led Zeppelin’s Physical 
Graffiti cover (96-98 St 
Marks Pl), where Mick 
and Keith sat in 1981 
in the Stones’ hilarious 
video for ‘Waiting on a 
Friend.’

7 Tompkins 
Square Park
End your stroll at the 
infamous Tompkins 
Square Park  where 
drag queens started 
the Wigstock summer 
festival at the bandshell 
where Jimi Hendrix 
played in the 1960s.

2 The Walk 
Gentrification may be taming the beast, but few 
neighborhoods exude that old-school NYC cool 
like the East Village. For decades an epicenter of 
counterculture, its gritty streets sizzle with tales of 
drugs, drag and rocking punks. Countless cultural 
icons got their break here, from Patti Smith and 
the Ramones, to Blondie and Madonna. Times may 
have changed, but clues to the Village’s halcyon 
days live on.

Start CBGB; bto 6 to Bleecker St or F to 2nd Ave

Finish Tompkins Sq Park; b6 to Astor Pl

Length 1.5 miles; 1½ hours

5 Take a Break 
The streets below 14th St and east of First Ave are 
packed with excellent snack-food spots, offering 
styles and flavors from around the world. It’s a 
mixed bag, indeed, and perhaps one of the most 
emblematic of the city today.

1 CBGB
Start at the former 
CBGB (315 Bowery), 
a famous music venue 
that opened in 1973 and 
launched punk rock via 
the Ramones. Now a 
John Varvatos boutique, 
the fading wall posters 
and wild graffiti remain 
untouched.

2 Joey Ramone 
Place
The corner to the north 
marks the block-long 
Joey Ramone Place, 
named in honor of the 
Ramones’ singer, who 
succumbed to cancer 
in 2001.

3 Cooper Union
Head north on the Bow-
ery to Astor Pl. Turn 
right and head east 
through the square to 
Cooper Union, where 
in 1860 presidential 
hopeful Abraham Lin-
coln rocked a skeptical 
New York crowd with 
a rousing anti-slavery 
speech that ensured his 
candidacy.

4 St Marks Place
Continue east on St 
Marks Place ), a block 
full of tattoo parlors and 
cheap eateries. Number #
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miles from Midtown, the 
same distance from Mid-
town as JFK, and brings 
many New Yorkers out for 
flights – some 36 million 
passengers annually.

 Car service and 
taxis A car service 
runs about $45 to $60 
for the 45-minute ride 
to Midtown; taxis run 
roughly the same. You 
only have to pay the $15 
toll to go through the 
Lincoln Tunnel (at 42nd 
St) or Holland Tunnel (at 
Canal St) coming into 
Manhattan from Jersey; 
there’s no charge going 
back through to NJ.

 Subway/train NJ Tran-
sit runs rail services (with 
an AirTrain connection) 
between Newark airport 
(EWR) and New York’s 
Penn Station for $13 
each way. The trip takes 
25 minutes and runs 
every 20 or 30 minutes 
from 4:20am to about 
1:40am. Hold onto your 
ticket, which you must 
show upon exiting at the 
airport.

 Express bus The  
Newark Airport Express 
has a bus service 
between the airport 
and Port Authority Bus 
Terminal, Bryant Park and 
Grand Central Terminal in 
Midtown ($16 one way). 

The 45-minute ride goes 
every 15 minutes from 
6:45am to 11:15pm (and 
every half hour from 
4:45am to 6:45am and 
11:15pm to 1:15am).

Getting 
Around

Subway
y Best for… straight up 
or down trips in Manhat-
tan, or reaching neigh-
borhoods in the outer 
boroughs.

 The New York subway’s 
660-mile system, run by 
the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority (MTA; 
%511; www.mta.info), is 
iconic, cheap ($2.75 per 
ride), round-the-clock 
and easily the fastest and 
most reliable way to get 
around the city. It’s also 
safer and (a bit) cleaner 
than it used to be.

 All buses and subways 
use the yellow-and-blue 
Metro Card, which you 
can purchase or add 
value to at one of several 
easy-to-use automated 
machines at any station. 
You can use cash, or an 

ATM or credit card. Just 
select ‘Get new card’ and 
follow the prompts. Tip: 
if you’re not from the US, 
enter 99999 when the 
machine asks for your 
zip code.

 The card itself costs 
$1. You then select one of 
two types of MetroCard. 
The ‘pay-per-ride’ is 
$2.75 per ride, though the 
MTA tacks on a 5% bonus 
on MetroCards over $5. 
(Buy a $20 card, and 
you’ll receive $21 worth 
of credit). If you plan to 
use the subway quite a 
bit, you can also buy an 
‘unlimited ride’ card ($31 
for a seven-day pass).

 Subway maps are 
posted inside most 
stations. You can also 
get a free map from any 
attendant.

Taxi
y Best for… getting to 
and from the airports with 
luggage in tow, or zigzag-
ging across Manhattan.

 The Taxi & Limousine 
Commission has set fares 
for rides (which can be 
paid with credit or debit 
card). It’s $2.50 for the 

mile as well as per every 
60 seconds of being 

this luxurious icon on 
Central Park South.

 Crosby Street Hotel 

com) Uber-stylish guest 
rooms on a cobblestone 
street downtown.

Arriving in 
New York 
City 
y Top Tip For the best 
way to get to your accom-
modations, see.

John F Kennedy  
International 
Airport 
John F Kennedy Inter-
national Airport (JFK), 
15 miles from Midtown 
in southeastern Queens, 
has eight terminals, 
serves nearly 50 million 
passengers annually and 
hosts flights coming and 
going from all corners of 
the globe.

 Taxi A yellow taxi from 
Manhattan to the airport 
will use the meter. Prices 

about $60) and it can 
take 45 to 60 minutes. 
From JFK, taxis charge 

destination in Manhattan 
(not including tolls or tip).

 Vans and car service 
Shared vans cost around 
$20 to $26 per person, 
depending on the desti-
nation. If traveling to the 
airport from NYC, car 
services have set fares 
from $45.

 Express bus The 
NYC Airporter runs to 
Grand Central Terminal, 
Penn Station or the Port 
Authority Bus Terminal 
from JFK. The one-way 
fare is $17.

 Subway The AirTrain 
($5, payable before you 
exit) links JFK to the 
subway. Take the AirTrain 
to Howard Beach–JFK 
Airport station for the A 
line through Brooklyn and 
into Manhattan, or opt for 
Sutphin Blvd–Archer Ave 
(Jamaica Station) for the 
E, J or Z line to Queens 
and Manhattan.

 Long Island Rail Road 
(LIRR) Take the AirTrain 
to Jamaica Station, 
from where LIRR trains 
depart frequently to Penn 
Station in Manhattan or 
to Atlantic Terminal in 
Brooklyn. One-way fares 
to either Penn Station 
or Atlantic Terminal 
cost $7.50 ($10 at peak 
times).

LaGuardia  
Airport 
Used mainly for domestic 
flights, LaGuardia is 
smaller than JFK but only 
eight miles from Midtown 
Manhattan; it sees about 
26 million passengers 
per year.

 Taxi A taxi to/from 
Manhattan costs about 
$42 for the approximate-
ly half-hour ride.

 Car service A car 
service from LaGuardia 
costs around $35.

 Express bus The NYC 
Airporter costs $14.

 Subway and bus It’s 
less convenient to use 
public transportation to 
get from LaGuardia into 
the city. The best subway 
link is the 74th St–Broad-
way station (7 line, or the 
E, F, M and R lines at the 
connecting Jackson Hts-
Roosevelt Ave station) in 
Queens, where you can 
pick up the Q70 Express 
Bus to the airport 
(about 10 minutes to the 
airport).

Newark Liberty  
International 
Airport
Don’t write off New 
Jersey when looking for 
air fares to New York. 
Newark’s airport is 16 
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Central
Park Guggenheim

Museum

M

MoMA PS1

etropolitan
Museum of
Art

East Village & 
Lower East Side 
(p000)
Old meets new on every 
block of this downtown 
duo – two of the city’s 
hottest ’hoods for 
nightlife and cheap eats. 

Union Square, 
Flatiron District & 
Gramercy (p000)
The tie that binds the 
colorful menagerie of 
surrounding areas. It’s 
short on sights but big 
on buzz-worthy 
restaurants.

Upper East Side 
(p000)
High-end boutiques and 
sophisticated mansions 
culminate in an 
architectural flourish 
called Museum Mile.

Top SightsE
Metropolitan Museum of 
Art
Guggenheim Museum

Midtown (p000)
This is the NYC found on 
postcards: Times 
Square, Broadway 
theaters, canyons of 
skyscrapers and 
bustling crowds.

Top SightsE
Times Square
Empire State Building
Museum of Modern Art

Worth a Trip
Top SightsE

MoMA PS1
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Empire State
Building

The High
Line

New York
Harbor

Times
Square

Museum
of Modern

Art

National September 11
Memorial & Museum

Brooklyn
Bridge

SoHo & Chinatown 
(p000)
Hidden temples and 
steaming dumpling 
houses dot Chinatown. 
Next door are SoHo’s 
streamlined streets and 
retail storefronts. 

West Village, 
Chelsea & the 
Meatpacking 
District (p000)
Quaint streets and 
well-preserved brick 
townhouses lead to 
neighborhood cafes 
mixed with trendy 
nightlife options.

Top SightsE
The High Line

Upper West Side & 
Central Park (p000)
Home to Lincoln Center 
and Central Park – the 
city’s antidote to the 
endless stretches of 
concrete.

Top SightsE
Central Park

Lower Manhattan & 
the Financial 
District (p000)
Home to the National 
September 11 Memorial 
& Museum, the Brooklyn 
Bridge and the Statue of 
Liberty.

Top SightsE
New York Harbor
National September 11 
Memorial & Museum
Brooklyn Bridge

New York City
Neighborhoods

Neighborhoods  1918
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Famous Apollo Thea

Vintage-style cocktail-mixi
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Shop Local SoHo
 Original boutiques
 Gourmet snacks

Join downtown’s fashion 
crowd in Nolita and SoHo, 
where you’ll find a treas-
ure chest of eye-catching 
shops, cafes and eateries. 
Hit the backstreets for 
literary-minded book-
sellers, weird curiosity 
shops, perfume purveyors 
of uncommon scents, 
perfectly pulled espressos 
and hidden street art.

Chelsea Galleries
 Today’s art stars
 Spanish tapas

Once a derelict corner of 
Manhattan, western Chel-
sea is now the epicenter 
of the NYC art world, 
with more than 200 
galleries scattered along 
its streets. Spend a day 

exploring the best of the 
best, stopping for tapas 
and rioja along the way.

Harlem
 African American history
 Inspiring architecture

Northern Manhattan is 
home to a soaring (but 
unfinished) cathedral, an 
African-infused market, 
reinvented soul food, one 
riotously fun concert hall 
and photogenic streets 
where history was made 
in the great Harlem 
renaissance.

South Brooklyn
 Lovely parks
 Vintage wares

Some Brooklynites rarely 
venture into Manhattan, 
and after a stroll through 
this quartet of neighbor-

hoods, you’ll see why. 
Leafy parks, buzzing ca-
fes, bizarre shops, sunny 
backyard bars and one 
massive flea market are 
just a few reasons why 
Brooklyn is booming.

Williamsburg
 Cocktail dens
 Brooklyn crafts

Just across the bridge 
from the Lower East Side, 
Williamsburg is the heart 
of Brooklyn creativity. This 
walk takes you to Brook-
lyn’s first brewery, a secret 
art library, a much-loved 
vintage store and various 
drinking spots, including a 
tasting room that special-
izes in locally made spirits.

New York’s great treasures aren’t just its iconic sights, but its wild assortment of 
heady art galleries, candlelit speakeasies, vintage markets and quirky boutiques. 
There’s much to discover for those wanting to delve beneath the surface.

Other great places 
to experience the 
city like a local: 

Flea Theater

Film Forum

Essex Street Market

Russian & Turkish 
Baths

Chelsea Market

Marie’s Crisis

Union Square Green-
market

Bryant Park

Koreatown

92nd Street Y

New York City
Local Life

Local Life  1312

M
IR

IA
M

 LU
C

IA
/

5
0

0
P

X
 ©

Photographer  Miriam Lucia

Best Vegetarian
Hangawi Delicate Korean 
flavors define this sooth-
ing, Zen-like oasis, set 
snugly in the canyons of 
Midtown. (p)

Candle Cafe Affluent ve-
gans sip, sup and gossip 
at this Upper East Side 
favorite. (p)

Peacefood Cafe A vegan 
oasis in the Upper West 
Side, famed for its fried 
seitan panini. (p)

Best Quick Bites
Chelsea Market From 
tacos and pastries to 
gourmet ice cream, Man-
hattan’s best-loved gour-
met market is a foodie’s 
Promised Land. (p)

Taïm Outstanding falafel 
sandwiches in the West 
Village. (p)

Spaghetti Incident 
Tasty, wallet-friendly 
pasta plates served in a 
hurry. (p)

Xi’an Famous Foods 
Hands down, the best 
takeout Chinese counter 
in the city. (p)

Tacombi Café El Presi-
dente Mexican street 
food served in a fes-
tive spot near Madison 
Square Park. (p)

Shake Shack American 
classics meet qual-
ity produce at Danny 
Meyer’s citywide burger 
empire. (p)

Gansevoort Market A 
mouth-watering spread 
of gourmet vendors. (p)

From inspired iterations of world cuisine to quin-
tessentially local nibbles, New York City’s dining 

-
tament to the kaleidoscope of citizens that call 
the city home. So go ahead, take a bite out of the 
Big Apple – we promise you won’t be sorry.

To Market, to Market
Don’t let the concrete streets and buildings fool 
you – New York City has a thriving greens scene. 
At the top of your list should be the Chelsea Mar-
ket (p), packed with gourmet goodies of all kinds, 
stocked by both shops (where you can assemble 
picnics) and food stands (where you can eat on-
site). Nearby is the new Gansevoort Market (p), 
with its countless temptations. For picnics, head to 
the Union Square Greenmarket (p), open four days 
a week. Check Grow NYC (www.grownyc.org/green-
market) for a list of NYC’s other 50-plus markets.

Food Trucks & Carts 
Skip the bagel- and hot-dog-vending food carts. 
These days, there’s a new mobile crew in town 
dishing up high-end treats and unique fusion 
fare. The trucks ply various routes, stopping in 
designated zones throughout the city – namely 
around Union Sq, Midtown and the Financial 
District – so if you’re looking for a particular grub 
wagon, it’s best to follow them on Twitter. Among 
our favorites are Red Hook Lobster Pound (twitter.
com/lobstertruckny), Kimchi Taco (www.twitter.com/kim-
chitruck), Calexico Cart (www.twitter.com/calexiconyc), 
Souvlaki GR (www.souvlakigr.com/location/food-truck) 
and Van Leeuwen Ice Cream (www.twitter.com/VLAIC).

Best for Old-School 
NYC
Katz’s Delicatessen 
Classic pastrami on rye 
is the name of the game 
at this New York stalwart 
and tourist haven. (p)

Barney Greengrass 
Perfect plates of smoked 
salmon and sturgeon for 
more than 100 years in 
the Upper West Side. (p)

El Margon An eclectic 
cast of regulars pile into 
this retro classic for 
Midtown’s juiciest Cuban 
sandwiches. (p)

Local Eats 
Best

Worth a 
Trip

Multicultural 
Queens spans all 
kitchens of the 
world, from Flush-
ing’s Chinese noodle 
houses – try Hunan 
Kitchen of Grand 
Sichuan (%718-888-
0553; 42-47 Main St, 
Flushing; mains $10-24; 
h11am-12:30am; b7 
to Flushing-Main St) – 
to Astoria’s Greek 
eats – try Bahari 
(%718-204-8968; 31-14 
Broadway, Astoria; oven 
dishes $9-15, grilled 
meats $12-29; hnoon-
midnight; vc; 
bN/Q to Broadway).

y Top Tips
 Reserve a table at 

a number of restau-
rants around the city 
using Open Table 
(www.opentable.
com).
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Emergency
 Police, Fire & Ambu-

lance 911

 Poison control 800-
222-1222

Money
y Top Tip US dollars 
are the only accepted 
currency in NYC. While 
debit and credit cards are 
widely accepted, it’s wise 
to have a combination of 
cash and cards on hand.

ATMs 

 ATMs are on practi-
cally every corner. You 
can either use your 
card at banks – usu-
ally in a 24-hour-access 

a dozen monitors at 
major branches – or 
you can opt for the lone 
wolves, which sit in delis, 
restaurants, bars and 
grocery stores, charging 

average $3 but can go as 
high as $5.

Credit Cards

 Major credit cards are 
accepted at most hotels, 
restaurants and shops 
throughout New York 

-
tain transactions, such 
as purchasing tickets to 

performances and rent-
ing a car, without one.

 Stack your deck with 
a Visa, MasterCard or 
American Express, as 
these are the cards of 
choice.

Changing Money 

 Banks and money-
changers, found all over 
New York City (including 
all three major airports), 
will give you US currency 
based on the current 
exchange rate.

Public Holidays
This is a list of major 
NYC holidays and special 
events. These holidays 
may force the closure of 
many businesses or at-
tract crowds, making din-
ing and accommodations 
reservations difficult. 

New Year’s Day  
January 1

Martin Luther King Day 
Third Monday in January

Presidents’ Day Third 
Monday in February

Easter March/April

Memorial Day Late May

Gay Pride Last Sunday 
in June

Independence Day 
July 4

Labor Day Early Sep-
tember

Rosh Hashanah & Yom 
Kippur Mid-September 
to mid-October

Halloween October 31

Thanksgiving Fourth 
Thursday in November

Christmas Day Decem-
ber 25

New Year’s Eve Decem-
ber 31

Essential 
Information

Business Hours
Standard business hours 
are as follows:

 Banks 9am to 6pm 
Monday to Friday, some 
banks are also open 
from 9am to noon on 
Saturdays.

 Businesses 9am to 
5pm Monday to Friday.

 Restaurants Breakfast 
from 6am to 11am, lunch 
from 11am to 3pm, and 
dinner from 5pm to 11pm. 
Weekend brunch goes 
from 11am to 4pm.

 Bars 5pm to 4am.

 Clubs 10pm to 4am.

 Shops 10am to around 
7pm Monday to Friday, 
and 11am to around 8pm 
Saturdays. Sunday hours 
are variable: some stores 
stay closed while others 
keep weekday hours. 
Stores tend to stay open 
later in the neighbor-
hoods downtown.

Discount Cards
The following discount 
cards offer a variety of 
passes and perks to 
some of the city’s must-

sees. Check the websites 
for more details.

 Downtown Culture 
Pass (www.downtown 
culturepass.org)

 Explorer Pass (www.
smartdestinations.com)

 New York CityPASS 
(www.citypass.com/
new-york)

 The New York Pass 
(www.newyorkpass.com)

Electricity
The US electric current 
is 110V to 115V, 60Hz 
AC. Outlets are made 
for flat two-prong plugs 
(which often have a 
third, rounded prong for 
grounding).

If your appliance is 
made for another electri-
cal system (eg 220V), 
you’ll need a step-down 
converter, which can 
be bought at hardware 
stores and drugstores 
for around $25 to $60. 
Most electronic devices 
(laptops, camera-battery 
chargers etc) are built for 
dual-voltage use, how-
ever, and will only need a 
plug adapter.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

120V/60Hz

120V/60Hz

 

 
 
 
 
 

Money-Saving Tips
 Browse our list of free attractions ().

 Check museum websites to see when they 

 Save on theater tickets by buying tickets at 
the TKTS booth at Times Square or in Lower 
Manhattan.

 Stock up on picnic goodies at the many out-
door farmers markets and gourmet grocers.

 Essential Information  243242  Survival Guide

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

Essential Information
Including where to stay

QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

The Best 
of  New York 
City 
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
 New York City 
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighborhood  by 
 neighborhood  

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Best Walks
See the city on foot

 Neighborhood s
What’s where

 New York City ’s Best…
The best experiences

00-prelims-pk-nyc6-curation.indd   20-prelims-pk-nyc6-curation.indd   2 22/04/2016   11:11:33 AM22/04/2016   11:11:33 AM



Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Lonely Planet’s 
 New York City 
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighborhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real  New York 
City .

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
j Tram
d Train

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighborhood :
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
self, wielding a machine
liberate this timber-pan
upholstered bar during W
the Ritz’s showpiece is a
photos taken by Papa an
martinis in town. Dress 
(www.ritzparis.com; Hôtel Rit
Vendôme, 1er; h6.30pm-2a

Kong
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Welcome to 
New York City 

 One of the world’s most captivating cities, New York offers 
an intoxicating blend of hallowed concert halls, wildly 
inventive restaurants and roaring nightlife. Yet this is just 
the beginning of a whole world of possibilities, encompass-
ing cutting-edge couture, back-lit Broadway stages and 
late-night jazz clubs. If you can dream it up, you can make 
it happen in the Big Apple.

QuickStart 
Guide

7
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