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In This Book

For more information, 
see Survival Guide (p137)

Currency
Euros (€)

Languages
Portuguese, English

Visas
Not required for nationals of most 

countries.

Money
ATMs widely available. Credit cards 

accepted in the vast majority of hotels, 
restaurants and shops.

Mobile Phones
Local SIM cards can be used in European 

and Australian phones. EU call rates apply 
for phones using non-Portuguese  

SIM cards.

Time
Western European Time Zone (GMT/UTC)

Plugs & Adaptors
Plugs have two round pins; electrical 

current is 220V. British visitors will require 
an adapter.

Tipping
Not generally practised.

Arriving in Madeira
The overwhelming majority of visitors arrive 
by air at Madeira Airport (www.ana.pt), 
22km to the east of Funchal. A small number 
of travellers now end cruises on Madeira with 
ships tying up at the cruise terminal within 
walking distance of Funchal city centre.

A From Madeira Airport
Destination Best Transport
Hotel Zone SAM Airport bus

Funchal city centre SAM Airport bus

Machico SAM bus 113

From Cruise Terminal
Destination Best Transport
Hotel Zone Horários do Funchal 

buses 01, 02 or 04

Funchal city centre On foot or by taxi

Machico SAM bus 113

A At the Airport
Madeira Airport There are several ATMs, all 
major and many local car-hire companies are 
represented and the terminal has a  dedicated 
turismo (tourist office). Put off heavy 
purchases such as Madeira wine until you 
reach the airport where you can buy before 
departure.

Getting Around
If you don’t hire a car or use taxis, bus is the 
only way of getting round Madeira. Horários 
do Funchal pushes buses up almost every 
street in the city (no matter how steep) 
as well as operating services to selected 
destinations in the mountainous interior. 
Rodoeste serves the west of the island, SAM 
the east.

J Bus
To ride the Horários do Funchal you’ll need 
a magnetic Giro card, which you charge with 
cash at special terminals. All tickets for other 
destinations are either bought from the 
driver, or in the case of Rodoeste from the 
driver or special booths on Funchal seafront 
and in Ribeira Brava.

U Cable Car
Funchal has two cable-car services – from 
the Zona Velha to Monte and from Monte 
to the Jardins Botânicos da Madeira. They 
both cut journey times considerably but 
cost much more than the corresponding bus 
services.

N Boat
The boat from Funchal to Porto Santo is 
the only scheduled ferry service in the 
 archipelago.

A Air
The only internal air service in the Madeiran 
archipelago operates between Madeira and 
Porto Santo, a quicker, more reliable but 
considerably more expensive way to go than 
the ferry.

Your Daily Budget
Budget less than €50 

  Dorm beds €15 to €25

  Cheap supermarkets and markets for 
self-caterers

  Madeiran buses are an inexpensive way of 
getting around

Midrange €50–€150 
  Double room around €90

  Two-course dinner with glass of wine €25

  Full-day hikes/tours €25 to €35 per person

Top End over €150 
  Luxury double room from €200

  Three-course gourmet dinner from €80

  Private transfers and tours

Useful Websites
I Love Madeira (www.ilovemadeira.org) The 
locals’ take on their fascinating island.

Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/ 
madeira) Information, bookings and inspiration. 

Madeira Rural (www.madeirarural.com) 
Promotes Madeira’s rural tourist industry.

Visit Madeira (www.visitmadeira.pt) Official 
tourist-board website.

Madeira Web (www.madeira-web.com) Tons 
of info on culture, tourism and events.

Advance Planning
Six months before If travelling in the peak 
winter months (November to February), 
book your flights and hotel well in advance.

One month before Book ferry tickets to 
Porto Santo and make dinner reservations 
at the Casino da Madeira.

One week before Arrange your transfer 
from the airport and book tours and hikes.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know
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Don’t Miss
Fabulous Flora
There’s so much to see here it’s difficult to know 
where to start. Some of the highlights include 
the Madeiran indigenous and endemic species 
section, the area of succulents and cacti, the 
topiary section, the area devoted to medicinal 
and aromatic plants, the palm tree garden and 
the formal shrub garden mosaic, one of Madeira’s 
top photo opportunities. Plants to look out for 
are the estrelícia (bird of paradise) that flowers 
in winter, the mammoth prickly pears with leaves 
like saw blades, the indigenous Musschia aurea 
with its triffid-like blossoms and the Geranium 
maderense that bursts like a firework in a shower 
of purple flowers.

Louro Parque
The neighbouring aviary at the southern end 
can be visited on the same ticket. Here parrots, 
parakeets, cockatoos, budgies, canaries and war-
blers squawk and chitter the day away in their 
spacious cages. The multicoloured birds here are 
from every corner of the globe but most hail from 
South America. A colossal, ancient-looking turtle 
occupies the artificial pond around which some 
of the cages are arranged.

Hidden Corners
Away from the main areas, the gardens have 
many hidden corners that are worth seeking out. 
The Lover’s Cave is a fern-lined rocky grotto with 
a table and chairs made of volcanic pebbles. The 
miradouro (viewing point) has cracking views of 
the Bom Sucesso creek – controversially, however, 
the Via Rápida (south coast road) enters a tunnel 
under the gardens just below this spot, which 
spoils the effect somewhat. In another nook you’ll 
discover a typical Santana A-frame house.

y Top Tips
 All plants are labelled 

 
the Louro Parque is not 

 Maps are located at 
-

 Take bus 31/31A or the 
cable car (www.teleferico-
jardimbotanico.com, single/
return €8.25/12.75)

5 Take a Break

is the snack bar (Jardins 
Botânicos da Madeira; 
snacks €2-4; h9am-5pm) 

standards but a sun trap 

Covering 80,000 sq metres, rising from 150m to 
300m above sea level and crammed with the most 
exotic collection of plant life in Europe, Madeira’s 
main botanical garden is like few others. Unlike 
other institutions of its ilk – normally the preserve 
of botanists and bored schoolgroups – the Jardins 
Botânicos da Madeira teem with tourists who 
 wander in amazement at the leafy spectacle 
on  offer. Only created in the 1950s, it’s one of 
 Madeira’s top tourist attractions.

1 Map p56, C1

www.sra.pt

Caminho do Meio

admission €5.50

h9am-6pm 

g31/31A
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Mosaic garden beds, Jardins Botânicos da Madeira

Top 
Jardins Botânicos da Madeira

Jardins Botânicos da MadeiraEast Funchal 5554

Sea cliffs, Ponta de São Lourenço
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4 Left or Right?
An information board 
giving details of the 
protected area you are 
passing through stands 
at the beginning/end 
of the loop around the 
end of the accessible 
part of the peninsula. 
It doesn’t matter which 
way you go, as you’ll 
end up back here. We’re 
going left.

5 Cais do 
Sardinha
Built by Manuel Betten-
court Sardinha in 1905 
as a holiday home, this 
pretty, tropical oasis of 

a house was sold to the 
regional government 
by his granddaughter 
in 1996 and now serves 
as a reception centre 
for the protected area. 
Shaded by palm trees, 
the picnic tables here 
provide the perfect 
lunch spot.

6 Morro do Furado
Behind the Cais do 
Sardinha rises the 
Morro do Furado, a 
huge hillside marking 
the end of the penin-
sula’s accessible section. 
It’s a bit of a slog to the 
top on crumbly and 
slippery ground, but 

the Atlantic panora-
mas from the top are 
magnificent. The island 
of Porto Santo is clearly 
visible to the north on 
clear days.

7 Quay & Beach
Looping back, just past 
the birdwatching post, 
a short path runs down 
to a small quay and 
beach, a secluded spot 
even when the trail is 
busy. Swimming and 
diving are permitted. 
From here retrace your 
steps back to Baía 
D’Abra.

2 The Walk
This there-and-back coastal hike takes hikers to 
the far eastern end of Madeira, the Ponta de São 
Lourenço peninsula. The trail along the island’s 
snaking, undulating tail is a very different beast 
to the famous levada walks, with lots of ups and 
downs and no shade when the sun is out as there 
are virtually no trees. That lack of vegetation means 
nothing gets in the way of the Atlantic panoramas, 
which at some points will leave you breathless. 
Those views bring out the crowds in good weather, 
so sadly this isn’t one for solitude seekers.

Start Baía D’Abra; SAM bus 113

Finish Baía D’Abra; SAM bus 113

Length 8km; four hours

5 Take a Break
There are plenty of ideal spots along the way for 
a picnic with a view and taking along your own 
 supplies is definitely the best way to go.

1 Baía D’Abra
Buses and taxis leave 
hikers at the Baía 
D’Abra car park, where 
you’ll find a route 
map (numbered PR8) 
but little else. With 
the number of hikers 
around, you’d expect to 
find souvenir stalls and 
refreshments but these 
are conspicuous by their 
absence!

2 Take a Dip
Around 15 to 20 min-
utes into the hike you 
reach a crossroads in 
the trail. Take a right 
and follow the rough 
path down to a very 
 secluded beach. In the 
morning you’ll have this 
and the views of the 
Desertas to yourself.

3 Seahorse Rocks
Head up from the beach 
and keep going straight 
on. This dead end has 
camera-friendly views 
of the seahorse rocks, 
toweringly stranded 
chunks of volcanic 
rock that the seething 
Atlantic has separated 
from the mothership, 
the reds and greys of 
the rocks contrasting 
photogenically with the 
white surf.
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Best Walks
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 SAM 23 Machico; 113 
Baía D’Abra via Machico 
and Caniçal.

Departure Points
Funchal has no central 
bus station. The de-
parture points for the 
various companies are as 
follows:

 Horários do Funchal 
(urban routes) City buses 
leave from many points 
on Funchal seafront 
(Avenida do Mar).

 Horários do Funchal 
(interurban routes) These 
services leave from a 
small bus station in Rua 
José da Silva in the Zona 
Velha.

 Rodoeste The 

and main city-centre 
stop is outside the OPAN 
bakery cafe on Avenida 
do Mar. Many Rodoeste 
buses also stop at vari-
ous points in the Hotel 
Zone.

 SAM This company 
has its own station depot 
at Avenida Calouste 
Gulbenkian uphill and 
on the other side of the 
road from the Dolce 
Vita  shopping centre. 
However most people 
choose to board at SAM’s 
Avenida do Mar stop.

Car & Motorcycle
y Best for...Touring the 
island independently and 
accessing some levada 
walks.

 All international hire 
companies have airport 

 
driver to tackle roads 
outside Funchal, which 
can be extremely steep.

 There’s ample parking 
everywhere on Madeira.
Local car-hire companies:

 Rodavante  
(www.rodavante.com) 

 Auto Jardim  
(www.carhiremadeira.net) 

 Guerin (www.guerin.pt) 

Taxi
y Best for...Touring a 
lot of the island in a day 
 without hiring a car, as 
well as accessing levada 
walks.

 Madeiran taxis are 
always yellow with a blue 
stripe along the side. The 
most common vehicles 
are Mercedes saloons 
and Mercedes minivans.

 Fares are €2.50 pick-up 
charge (€3 at night and 
weekends) plus €0.66 
(€0.79) per kilometre. 
You might also pay for 
baggage.

 In Funchal fares are 
metered.

 Prearrange a transfer 
with Madeira Airport 
Transfers (www.madeira-
airport-transfers.com; 1-way 
trip €23). Online booking 
available.

Cruise Terminal
 Funchal city centre 

is reachable on foot in 
around 15 minutes.

 From the city centre, 
take Horários do Funchal 
(www.horariosdofunchal.pt) 
bus 01, 02 or 04 to the 
Hotel Zone.

 Taxis wait near the 
terminal.

Porto Santo 
Airport

 The only way to get 
from Porto Santo Airport 
to your hotel is by taxi. 
These wait at the termi-

Getting 
Around

Bus
y Best for...Most travel 
on Madeira.
Only a handful of buses 
originate or terminate 
anywhere else than 
Funchal. The following 
bus companies operate 
on Madeira:

 Horários do Funchal 
(www.horariosdofunchal.
pt) Operates all services 
in Funchal and selected 
routes to mountain desti-
nations in Madeira’s east.

 Rodoeste (www.rodoeste.
com.pt) Runs services 
to destinations west of 
Funchal.

 SAM (www.sam.pt) 
Buses to all points east 
including the airport and 
Machico.

 EACL (www.eacl.pt) Small 
company serving Caniço 
and Garajau.

Make sure you always 
keep your bus ticket to 
the end of the journey, 
whichever bus company 
you use, as inspections 
are very common.

Useful Services
 Horários do Funchal 

(urban routes) 01, 02, 
04 city centre–Hotel 
Zone; 48 Hotel Zone–
Monte; 20/21 city 
centre–Monte; 22 city 
centre–Babosas.

 Horários do Funchal 
(interurban routes) – 
56/103 Santana via 
Ribeiro Frio; 81 Curral das 
Freiras; 113 Camacha.

 Rodoeste 80 Porto 
Moniz; 139 Porto Moniz 
via São Vicente and Enc-
umeada; 6 Encumeada; 7 
Ribeira Brava.

Bus Tickets
Most bus tickets on services operated by Madeira’s bus companies are 
bought from the driver but there are exceptions. On Horários do Funchal city 
buses, you’ll need a magnetic Giro card (€0.50), which you charge with cash 
at special machines on Funchal seafront. Buy the card from the machine, 
the driver or from Horários do Funchal sales points. Without a Giro a single 
journey in Funchal costs €1.95. With a Giro card charged with between two 
and nine journeys (títulos), the price is €1.25. A day ticket costs €4.60, a 
three-day ticket €11.80. There is nowhere in the Hotel Zone to charge up 
your Giro card, so make sure you have one journey left to get you back to the 
city centre.

Money-Saving Tips
 Calculate how many journeys you are likely to 

make on Funchal’s buses and charge up your Giro 
card accordingly.

 The free Best of Madeira Guide available at 
hotels and restaurants is packed with discount 
vouchers.

 Prebook your airport transfer and pay for it with 
PayPal.

 Use buses rather than taxis to access the 
levadas.

 Organise hikes yourself rather than going with 
a tour group.

 
when taking a taxi outside Funchal.
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East Funchal  
(p48)
The eastern half of this 
energetic city is centred 
around the atmospheric 
Zona Velha and the 
city’s main market, both 
Madeiran must-sees.

Top ExperiencesE
Zona Velha
Mercado dos Lavradores
Jardins Botânicos da 
Madeira

West Funchal 
(p22)
Some of the island's 
best museums, a busy 
city vibe, a vibrant 
eating scene and 
Madeira’s finest hotels.

Top ExperiencesE
Quinta das Cruzes 
Museum
Museu de Arte Sacra
Sé

East Madeira 
(p80)
Planes glide low over the 
beaches of this densely 
populated area, and 
nimble-fingered weavers 
create wicker wonders.

Top ExperiencesE
Camacha Wicker 
Factory

144
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#

# E
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E
Camacha
Wicker
Factory

Curral das
Freiras

Monte

See Enlargement

West Madeira 
(p98)
Madeira’s west is a 
sun-blessed stretch of 
ripening bananas, tall 
cliffs, coastal villages 
and south-facing 
vineyards.

Mountains of the 
Interior (p104)
Madeira’s peaks rise 
almost vertically from 
the Atlantic, with 
verdant valleys and the 
levada channels winding 
through.

Top ExperiencesE
Curral das Freiras

North Coast 
(p72)
In the rugged north, tall 
cliffs are pounded by a 
furious Atlantic and 
huddling villages boast 
fascinating tourist 
attractions.

Worth a Trip
Top ExperiencesE

Monte
Porto Santo

Madeira
Regions

Regions  1918

Igreja de São Martinho (p33)
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Wander  
along Frente Mar 
(p30)

 Ocean views
 Atlantic swimming

This sun-drenched 
amble runs along the 
Hotel Zone’s stretch 
of coastline, where 
alongside the town’s 
best places to stay, 
you’ll find local kids 
playing football, bathing 
complexes, hidden 
swimming spots and 
viewpoints, and the long 
expanse of black sand 
that is Praia Formosa.

Explore  
São Martinho 
(p32)

 Quiet gardens and parks
 Panoramic vistas

Home to one in four 
 Funchalese, wander 
through Funchal’s 
 suburbs to enjoy  several 
verdant parks and 
 gardens that the tourists 
seldom find. Stop off 
along the way for a bica 
(espresso) and a pastel de 
nata (custard tart) in one 
of many owner-run cafes.

Drive through 
Eastern Madeira 
(p78)

 Fascinating villages
 Dramatic views

Follow this winding route 
through the island’s east, 
making halts at mountain 
peaks, sandy beaches, a 
cliff-hugging swimming 
complex and Madeira’s 
second ‘city’, Machico, en 
route. The going is steep, 
so practise those hill 
starts!
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Public picnic facilities at a scenic lookout

 

 

Madeira
Local Life
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Mercado dos 
 Lavradores  
Funchal’s famous 
 market, bursting with 
colourful produce 
from the ‘garden of the 
 Atlantic’. (p52)

Livraria Esperança 
Huge second-hand and 
new bookstore; in fact, 
it’s Portugal’s biggest. 
(p45)

Saudade Madeira 
Unique items from tens 
of tiny producers across 
the island, plus a great 
cafe and workshops. 
(p46)

Madeira Lovers  
New, funky souvenir 
company, the antidote 
to Madeira’s often 
cheap and tired-looking 
 mementos. (p66)

Armazém do Mercado 
This new pop-up space 
for local producers and 
artisans also holds an 
organic market. (p64)

Patrício & Gouveia 
 Funchal’s classiest 
 souvenir emporium 
selling the island’s best 
traditional wares. (p64)

Casa do Turista 
 Museum-like  souvenir 
shop specialising 
 exclusively in the best 
items from Madeira and 
Portugal. (p45)

Bordal  
The place to buy 
traditional Madeiran 
embroidery and watch 
this cottage industry in 
action. (p67)

O Relogio  
Wicker  wonders come in 
all shapes and sizes at 
this emporium above the 
weaving workshop. (p82)

Best Drinking
Barreirinha Cafe  
Balmy nights of 
 caipirinhas as the 
 Atlantic crashes onto  
the rocks below. (p62)

Cafe do Museu  
Late drinking spot 
on pretty Praça do 
 Município. (p43)

Prince Albert Pub 
Funchal’s longest-estab-
lished British pub. (p42)

Santa Maria Gin Bar 
Great new minimalist bar 
with an obsession for 
mother’s ruin. (p62)

Best Nightlife
Arsenio’s  
Renowned Funchal 
 nightspot for that 
 favoured  combination of 
grilled meat, wine and 
fado music. (p64)

Vespas  
Cut some shapes at 
 Madeira’s grooviest 
 temple to the god of 
night. (p42)

Casino da Madeira 
Show, dinner and a quick 
spin of roulette. (p44)

Cafe do Teatro  
DJs bring weekend 
nights to life at the old 
theatre cafe. (p42)

Copacabana   
Glamorous hang-out 
where you can fritter 
away your  winnings from 
the casino next door. 
(p42)
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There have been some funky moves afoot in 
the Madeiran shopping experience in recent 
years. Tired of the same old made-in-China 
banana fridge magnets and fake Ronaldo football 
shirts, young entrepreneurs have been jazzing 
up the market, producing cool mementos with 
a younger, hipper vibe. Otherwise look for real 
traditional handmade items in Funchal’s more 
upmarket souvenir emporia.

Mementos Made in Madeira
In the last decade there’s been real upsurge in 
pride for real Madeiran-made goods and souvenirs. 
The ‘Made in Madeira’ sticker can now be seen on 
many items in shops, but just what does the island 
produce in the way of souvenirs? The obvious duo 
are wine and embroidery, the production of which 
is strictly regulated by IVBAM (Instituto do Vinho, 
do Bordado e do Artesanato da Madeira). Cakes 
and sweets such as bolo de mel, poncha, jewellery, 
Caniçal whale-bone carvings, Camacha wicker and 
sugar-cane biscuits are other genuine made-in-
Madeira items.

Shopping
Best
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Until a few years ago nightlife on Madeira was 
limited to dinner and a show at the casino, one 
nightclub and possibly an overdose of sickly pon-
cha. How times have changed, with numerous 
new bars now spilling out onto the streets and 
DJs disc-spinning until the early weekend hours, 
though 99% of the fun is still in Funchal.

Madeiran Drinks
Madeira has several beverages you might not 
 experience anywhere else. Poncha is a local 
 favourite – proper poncha (pictured) should be 
made fresh and should only contain aguardente 
de cana (sugar-cane alcohol), sugar, honey and 
lemon. Despite what some tour guides might say, 
Madeirans do not drink it to cure a cold! Swift 
inebriation can be achieved with neat aguardente, 
but ginja – a sweet cherry liquor from Curral das 
Freiras – drunk from a chocolate cup is a much 
more pleasant  experience. Produced in Funchal city 
centre, Corral is the island’s favourite beer.

Drinking & 
Nightlife

Best

 Best Shopping  127126  Best Drinking & Nightlife

 Credit and debit cards 
are accepted by the vast 
majority of businesses, 
though cafes and small 
shops may only take 
cash.

Public Holidays
Some national holidays 
have been cancelled 
until 2019 as an austerity 
measure. It’s not certain 
whether these will be 
reinstated after that date. 
They do not feature in the 
following list.

Portuguese and 
 Madeiran public holidays:

New Year’s Day  
1 January

Carnaval (Mon)  
40 days before Easter 
Monday

Easter March/April

Liberation Day  
25 April

Labour Day 1 May

National Day 10 June

Madeira Day 1 July

Assumption  
15 August

Funchal City Day  
21 August

Immaculate Conception 
8 December

Christmas Day  
25 December

Safe Travel
y Top Tip Stay away 
from beaches and sea-
fronts during storms –  
Atlantic waves can be 
huge and often swamp 
promenades.

 Madeira is one of the 
safest places on earth as 
far as crime is concerned.

 Flash 
resulting land slips and 
rock falls are the greatest 
dangers to visitors.

 Check with the tourist 

a hiking route is open.

 Stay away from any 
river where the water 
level is rising after heavy 
rain.

 Never pass a  barrier 
on a hiking trail that 
prohibits walkers from 
continuing.

Telephone
Mobile Phones

 All EU mobiles work on 

apply.

 Portuguese SIM cards 
are only good value if you 
are staying more than a 
couple of weeks.

 GSM signal coverage is 
surprisingly good, even in 
remote areas.

Phone Codes
 The international code 

for Portugal is %+351.

 Outside Funchal you 
can often haggle the 
unmetered price down a 
bit at quiet times.

 Many taxi owners/
companies also run 
 excursions and island 
tours. Expect to pay 
around €25 to €35 per 
person for a full day.

 Hotel receptions can 
always summon a trust-
worthy taxi for you.

 Some taxis tout for 
business at bus stops. 
Don’t encourage this by 
accepting a ride.

Bicycle
y Best for...Getting 
around the Hotel Zone 
and Funchal city centre.

 Cycle hire is not wide-
spread though there are 
a couple of places in the 
Hotel Zone that rent out 
bikes.

 Freeride Madeira (www.
freeridemadeira.com; Hotel 
Porto Mare, Rua Simplício 
Passos de Gouveia 21, Funchal) 
rents out quality moun-
tain bikes from €25 a day.

Boat
y Best for...Getting to 
Porto Santo and other 
islands.

 The only ferry service in 
the archipelago is Porto 

Santo Line (%291 210 
300; www.portosantoline.pt; 
return €46.95-57.40), which 
runs to Porto Santo once 
a day.

 Other nonscheduled 
tour services operate to 
the Desertas Islands and 

wildlife-spotting trips, 
including ones run by 
recommended operator 
Ventura (Map p34; %963 
691 995; www.venturadomar.
com; Funchal Marina).

Essential 
Information

Business Hours
y Top Tip All museums 
have at least one day 
when they remain closed. 
Most also have a short 
lunch break.
Smaller shops close on 
Sundays but malls and 
supermarkets are open 
normal hours. Standard 
opening hours:

Shops 9am to 7pm

Museums 10am to 
12.30pm, 2pm to 6pm

 8.30am to 
8pm Monday to Friday, 
9am to 1pm Saturday

Restaurants noon to 
3pm, 6pm to 11pm

Electricity

220V/50Hz

Emergency
 General emergency 

number %112

 Police %291 208 400

 Fire %291 200 930

 Medical emergency 
%291 204 480

Money
y Top Tip You’ll need 
cash for bus and taxi 
fares.

 Madeira uses the  
euro (€).

 ATMs are widespread.

 Tipping is rarely 
expected.

Dos & Don’ts
 Smart casual attire may be expected in 

some upmarket restaurants and places of 
 entertainment.

 Always allow locals with children to board 

locals will do the same.

 Give up your seat on buses to the elderly and 
to children.

 Don’t encourage taxis touting at bus stops by 
accepting rides.

 Do learn a few phrases of Portuguese – 
 Madeirans are very polite and appreciate the odd 
bom dia (hello) and obrigado (thank you) from 
foreigners.

 Essential Information  143142  Survival Guide

QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the island – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a  seamless, 
hassle- free 
 experience

The Best 
of Madeira
The island’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
Madeira
The best things to 
see and do, 
region by region Top Experiences

Make the most 
of your visit

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Best Walks
See the island on foot

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's island

Regions
What’s where

Madeira’s Best…
The best experiences

Essential Information
Including where to stay
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Our selection of the island’s best places 
to eat, drink and experience:

1 Experiences

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Lonely Planet’s 
Madeira
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the 
destination.

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-do experiences, plus 
tips to make your visit to each 
one really memorable. We’ve 
split the island into easy-to-
navigate regions and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert author has searched 
out the best of the best: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real Madeira.

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel 
 information because Lonely 
Planet authors visit the places 
we write about, each and 
every edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
j Tram
d Train

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each region:
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
self, wielding a machine
liberate this timber-pan
upholstered bar during W
the Ritz’s showpiece is a
photos taken by Papa an
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Funchal, viewed from the battlements of Fortaleza do Pico (p38)
PAUL BERNHARDT/GETTY IMAGES ©
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Welcome to 
Madeira

 Geologically dramatic, bursting with exotic colour and 
warmed year-round by the Atlantic sun, Portugal’s most 
enchanting island is a place that keeps all its subtropical 
holiday promises. Pearl of the Atlantic, island of eternal 
spring...Madeira well deserves its fanciful nicknames and 
the affection visitors and locals alike feel for this tiny 
volcanic island that offers so much. 

QuickStart 
Guide 

7
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