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Bar Marmont (p63)

 Best Hard Stuff
El Carmen LA’s ultimate 
tequila and mescal tavern 
has over 100 to choose 
from. (p82 )

Harvard & Stone Craft 
whiskey, bourbon and 
daily cocktail specials. 
(p36 )

Bar Marmont Sunset 
Strip classic that still 
delivers. (p63 )

Varnish Cubby-hole-
sized speakeasy, where 
good live jazz burns 
Sunday through Tuesday. 
(p133 )

Best Cocktails with 
a View
Onyx Santa Monica’s 
only indoor-outdoor roof 
bar has a swinging-’70s, 
Studio 54 vibe. (p99 )

Upstairs at the Ace 
Hotel Knockout Down-
town views, powerful 
cocktails and a luxe, 
safari-inspired fit-out. 
(p133 )

Best Old School LA
Chez Jay Dark and dank 
beachside bar that’s 
hosted the Rat Pack to 
the Brat Pack. (p98 )

Frolic Room Hollywood’s 
true dive, a vinyl-lined 
relic that has served 
them all, from Judy Gar-
land to Charles Bukowski. 
(p25 )

Polo Lounge Dress up 
and swill martinis in 
the Beverly Hills Hotel’s 
legendary bar. (p64 )

Dresden Legendary mid-
century lounge famously 
shown in Swingers. (p49 )

Best Beer
Mikkeller DTLA Slick 
design and cognoscenti 
brews conspire at Down-
town’s Danish import. 
(p133 )

Library Alehouse Work 
your way through 29 
microbrews in oceanside 
Santa Monica. (p98 )

Best Dive Bars
Frolic Room A real-deal, 
anti-glam Hollywood dive 
frequented by the late 
Charles Bukowski. (p25 )

New Jalisco Bar Cheap 
drinks and a thirst for 
fun lures hipsters and 
Latinos to Downtown’s 
wild gay dive. (p132 )

 Whether you’re after an organic Kurimi espresso, 
a craft cocktail made with peanut-butter-washed 
Campari, or a saison brewed with Chinatown-
sourced Oolong tea, LA pours on cue. From 
post-industrial co  ee roasters and breweries to 
mid-century lounges, classic Hollywood martini 
bars and cocktail-pouring bowling alleys, LA 
serves its drinks with a generous splash of wow. 
So do the right thing and raise your glass to 
America’s  nest town.

Hot Trend: Cold Press
 Southern California claims to have invented the 
fruit smoothie, but these days a much hotter recent 
trend is cold-pressed juice. While conventional 
juices are produced using fast-spinning blades 
to tear apart the produce, cold-pressed juices are 
made by pressing the liquid. The process reputedly 
protects the juice from heat and excessive oxida-
tion, resulting in a drink with a greater concentra-
tion of vitamins, minerals and live enzymes.

Simple and Straight
 Some of us prefer not to have complexities such 
as pomegranate or grapefruit juice; simple syrup 
and freshly snipped herbs get in the way of a fine 
spirit. Does this mean we lack taste? It simply sug-
gests that when we go out drinking, we seek estab-
lishments that serve only the best rums, tequilas, 
mescals, whiskeys and bourbons distilled from this 
sweet earth, and when we finally arrive at the bar, 
we peruse the selection, order something generally 
high end, usually aged, and always neat.

 Drinking
Best

y�Top Tips
  Many bars in LA 

will require proof of 
age upon entry, no 
matter how old you 
look. Always take 
your driver’s license 
or another form of 
o   cial photo ID, or 
risk being refused 
entry.

 Under California 
law, the blood alco-
hol percentage limit 
is .08 percent. Don’t 
even think about 
drinking and driving 
if you might be over 
that – it’s both illegal 
and irresponsible. 
Cab or rideshare it.

 Downtown o  ers 
countless hip and 
tasty scenes within a 
short stroll.
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Richard Meier’s Architecture
 As famous for its built form as it is for its art, the 
Getty Center was designed by Pritzker Prize–win-
ning architect Richard Meier. Cubic forms and 
horizontal lines define the modernist 11-building 
complex, completed in 1997.

It’s clad in 16,000 tons of beige travertine mar-
ble sourced from the same Italian quarry used 
to construct Rome’s ancient Colosseum. Look 
closely and you’ll see ancient, fossilized shells, 
fish and foliage.

Central Garden
 More than a few visitors spend more time outside 
the museum’s hallowed halls than inside, thanks 
to the magnificent, Robert Irwin–designed 
central garden. The 134,000-sq-ft design includes 
a stream that winds through and past 500-plus 
plant varieties that twist into a labyrinthine swirl.

Permanent Collection
 Although not everyone is captivated by the 
Getty’s collection of European art, which spans 
the 17th to 20th centuries, there are some gems. 
Pieces from the baroque period can be found 
in the east pavilion, the west pavilion features 
neoclassical and Romantic sculpture and decora-
tive arts, while the north pavilion is stuffed with 
medieval and Renaissance pieces. Must-sees 
include Van Gogh’s Irises, Monet’s Wheatstacks, 
Rembrandt’s The Abduction of Europa and Tit-
ian’s Venus and Adonis.

Special Exhibits
 If old Euro art isn’t your jam, special exhibits 
almost always contain something edgy and con-
temporary, like mind-bending installations and 
unique photography or multimedia exhibits.

 %310-440-7300

www.getty.edu

1200 Getty Center Dr

admission free

h10am-5:30pm Tue-Fri & 
Sun, to 9pm Sat

y�Top Tips
  Children can take a 

Family Tour, visit the 
interactive Family Room, 
borrow a kid-oriented 
audioguide or browse the 
special kid bookstore.

 The   Saturdays O   the 
405 (www.getty.edu; Getty 
Center; h6-9pm Sat May-
Sep) performance serves 
up some tremendous 
progressive pop and 
world-music acts in the 
Getty courtyard.

5�Take a Break
 Before or after the 
Getty, detour to Saw-
telle Japantown a few 
miles away.   Tsujita LA 
(%310-231-7373; http://
tsujita-la.com; 2057 
Sawtelle Blvd; ramen $10-
15; h11am-1:30am) and 
  Yakitoriya (%310-479-
5400; 11301 W Olympic 
Blvd; dishes $2.50-27; 
h6-10:30pm Wed-Mon) 
are great options.

 In its billion-dollar, in-the-clouds perch, high above 
the city grit and grime, the Getty Center presents 
triple delights: a stellar art collection (everything 
from medieval triptychs to baroque sculpture 
and impressionist brushstrokes), Richard Meier’s 
cutting-edge architecture and the visual splendor of 
seasonally changing gardens. On clear days, add in 
breathtaking views of the city and ocean.

Top Sights
 Getty Center
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Getting There

 K The Getty Center 
is best accessed from 
the I-405, exit Getty 
Center Dr. Parking 
is $15.

J You can take the 
bus (Metro 734, 234), 
which stops at the 
main gate.

Getty CenterWorth a Trip 6968

Muscle Beach (p107)
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 The Venice Stroll  159

1 South 
Venice Beach
 South of the Venice Pier 
is the untrammeled 
beach of South Venice.

2 Venice Canals
 Even many Angelenos 
have no idea that just a 
couple of blocks away 
from the boardwalk 
madness is an idyllic 
neighborhood that 
preserves 3 miles of ca-
nals (p109 ) of the late 
developer and tobacco 
mogul Abbot Kinney.

3 Venice 
Boardwalk
 The famed Venice 
Boardwalk (p106 ) is 
a vortex for the loony, 
the free-spirited, the hip 
and athletic. Here you’ll 
find outdoor gyms, 
beach rentals, skate 
parks and drum circles.

4 Muscle Beach
 Gym rats with an 
exhibitionist streak can 
get a tan and a workout 
at this famous outdoor 
gym (p107 ) right on 
the Venice Boardwalk 
where Arnold once 
bulked up alfresco.

5 Venice Beach 
Art Walls
 Keep your camera at the 
ready as you approach 
the tagged-up tow-
ers and freestanding 
concrete wall of Venice 
Beach Art Walls (p107 ), 
forever open to aerosol 
artists to curb vandalism.

6 Venice 
Skatepark
 Long the destination 
of local skate punks, 
the concrete at Venice 
Skatepark (p107 ) has 
been molded and steel-
fringed into 17,000 sq 
ft of vert, tranny and 
street terrain with un-
broken ocean views.

7 Figtree’s Cafe
 If you’re hungry already, 
 Figtree’s Cafe (www.
figtreescafe.com; 429 Ocean 
Front Walk; appetizers $8-13, 
mains $11-16; h8am-9pm) 
serves the best eats on 
the Boardwalk.

8 Ballerina Clown 
& the Chiat/Day 
Buildings
 On Main St are two of 
Venice’s more captivat-
ing buildings. The 
ballerina clown rises 
like a twisted god/god-
dess from the corner of 
Main and Rose on an 

otherwise pedestrian 
building. Across the 
street is Gehry’s epic 
Chiat/Day building.

9 Abbot Kinney 
Boulevard   
 Abbot Kinney, the man 
who dug the canals and 

christened the town, 
would probably be 
delighted to find the 
stretch of his name-
sake boulevard (p109 ) 
stacked with unique, 
individually owned 
boutiques, galleries and 
sensational restaurants.

2�The Walk
 Step into the Venice lifestyle and rub shoulders 
with folks who believe that certain truths will only 
be revealed to those who disco-skate in a Speedo-
and-turban ensemble. And, while such people may 
exist largely in their own universe, they happen to 
know that there are more moments of Zen packed 
into this tiny beach community than in most other 
‘hoods combined.

 Start Ocean Front Walk and Washington Blvd; 
JBBB 1

Finish Abbot Kinney Blvd; JMTA 33

Length 3.5 miles; two hours

5�Take a Break
 The best place to put your feet up is one of the 
many cafes and restaurants along Abbot Kinney 
Blvd. If you’re hungry for a quick bite, consider the 
takeout counter operated by Gjelina (p112 ).
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Exposition Park, Culver 
City and Santa Monica. 
It connects with the Red 
Line at 7th St/Metro 
Center station.

Gold Line Light-rail line 
running from East LA to 
Little Tokyo/Arts District, 
Chinatown and Pasadena 
via Union Station.

7th St/Metro Center 
station is the main trans-
fer point for the Red and 
Expo (as well as Blue and 
Purple) lines.

Most lines run from 
around 4:30am to 1am 
Sunday to Thursday, 
and until around 2:30am 
on Friday and Saturday 
nights. Frequency ranges 
from up to every five 
minutes in rush hour to 
every 10 to 20 minutes at 
other times.

Metro Buses
 Metro  operates about 
200 bus lines across 
the city and offers three 
types of bus services:

 Metro Local buses 
(painted orange) make 
frequent stops along 
major thoroughfares 
throughout the city.

 Metro Rapid buses 
(painted red) stop less 
frequently and have 
special sensors that keep 
tra   c lights green when a 
bus approaches.

 Commuter-oriented 
Metro Express buses 
(painted blue) con-
nect communities with 
Downtown LA and other 
business districts and 
usually travel via the 
city’s freeways.

Municipal Buses
 Santa Monica–based  Big 
Blue Bus (%310-451-5444; 
www.bigbluebus.com) serves 
much of western LA, 
including Santa Monica, 
Venice, Westwood and 
LAX ($1.25). Its express 
bus 10 runs from Santa 
Monica to Downtown 
($2.50, one hour).

The  Culver City Bus 
(www.culvercity.org/enjoy/cul-
ver-city-bus) runs services 
throughout Culver City 
and the Westside. This 
includes a service to Avia-
tion/LAX station on the 
metro Green Line ($1), 
from where a free shuttle 
connects to LAX.

 Long Beach Transit (www.
lbtransit.com; $1.25 per ride) 
serves Long Beach and 
surrounding communi-
ties. ($1.25 per ride.)

All three municipal bus 
companies accept pay-
ment by TAP card.

DASH Buses
 These small, clean-
fuel shuttle buses, run 
by the LA Department of 

Transportation (www.lad-
ottransit.com), operate 
along 33 routes serving 
local communities (50¢ 
per boarding, 0.25¢ for 
seniors and passengers 
with disabilities), but only 
until around 6:30pm to 
7pm and with limited 
services on weekends. 
Many lines connect with 
other DASH routes; see 
the website for details. 
Here are some of the 
most useful lines:

Beachwood Canyon 
Route (Monday to Satur-
day) Useful for close-ups 
of the Hollywood sign; 
runs from Hollywood Blvd 
and Vine St up Beach-
wood Dr.

Downtown Routes 
(daily) Five separate 
routes hit all the hot 
spots. Route A runs from 
Little Tokyo to City West, 
Route B connects Chi-
natown to the Financial 
District, Route D travels 
between Union Station 
and South Park, Route 
E connects City West 
to the Fashion District, 
and Route F connects 
the Financial District to 
Exposition Park and USC. 
Routes A, B and D do not 
run on weekends.

Fairfax Route (Monday 
to Saturday) Makes a 

for Culver City, catch 
Culver City Bus 6 ($1). 
For Manhattan, Hermosa 
or Redondo Beaches, 
hop aboard Beach Cities 
Transit 109 ($1).

 LAX rail service is cur-
rently under construc-
tion. For now, take a 
free LAX shuttle to lot 
G and board the Metro 
Green Line light rail. For 
Downtown LA, change at 
Willowbrook/Rosa Parks 
station to the Metro Blue 
Line light rail toward 7th 
St/Metro Center. The 
rail journey to Downtown 
takes about one hour.

Burbank 
Hollywood Airport
 Some domestic flights 
operated by Alaska, 
American Eagle, Delta 
Connection, JetBlue, 
Southwest and United 
also arrive at  this airport 
(BUR, Bob Hope Airport; www.
burbankairport.com; 2627 
N Hollywood Way, Burbank), 
convenient to Hollywood, 
Downtown or Pasadena.

Long Beach Airport
 Near LA County’s south-
ern border, with Orange 
County, the small  Long 
Beach Airport (www.lgb.
org; 4100 Donald Douglas Dr, 
Long Beach) is convenient 
for Disneyland and is 

served by Alaska, JetBlue 
and Southwest.

Union Station
 Interstate trains on 
Amtrak (www.amtrak.
com) trains roll into 
Downtown’s historic 
 Union Station (%800-
872-7245; www.amtrak.com; 
800 N Alameda St).

Greyhound Bus
 The main bus terminal 
for  Greyhound (%213-
629-8401; www.greyhound.
com; 1716 E 7th St) is in an 
industrial part of Down-
town, so try not to arrive 
after dark.

Getting 
Around
Public Transport
 Most public transporta-
tion is handled by  Metro 
(%323-466-3876; www.
metro.net), which offers 
maps, schedules and trip-
planning help through its 
website. 

To ride Metro trains 
and buses, buy a reusable 
TAP card. Available from 
TAP vending machines 
at Metro stations with a 

$1 surcharge, the cards 
allow you to add preset 
cash value or day passes. 
The regular base fare is 
$1.75 per boarding, or $7 
for a day pass with unlim-
ited rides. Both single-trip 
tickets and TAP cards 
loaded with a day pass 
are available on Metro 
buses (ensure you have 
the exact change). When 
using a TAP card, tap the 
card against the sensor 
at station entrances and 
aboard buses.

TAP cards are ac-
cepted on DASH and 
municipal bus services 
and can be reloaded at 
vending machines or 
online on the TAP website 
(www.taptogo.net).

Metro Rail
 The  Metro Rail network 
consists of two subway 
lines, four light-rail lines 
and two express bus 
lines. Six lines converge in 
Downtown LA. The most 
useful lines for visitors 
are:

Red Line The most useful 
for visitors. A subway 
linking Downtown’s Union 
Station to North Holly-
wood (San Fernando Val-
ley) via central Hollywood 
and Universal City.

Expo Line Light-rail line 
linking Downtown with 

Getting Around  181180  Survival Guide
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Hollywood Boulevard &
the Hollywood Walk of Fame
Hollywood Boulevard &
the Hollywood Walk of Fame

Griffith Observatory &
Hollywood Sign

Universal
Studios

Walt Disney
Concert Hall

La Brea Tar Pits &
Page Museum

Exposition
Park

Hollywood (p22)
The nexus of the global 
entertainment industry 
offers starry sidewalks, 
blingy nightclubs and 
celebrity sightings.

Top SightsE
Hollywood Boulevard & the
Hollywood Walk of Fame

Griffith Park, Silver 
Lake & Los Feliz 
(p40)
Where hipsters and 
yuppies collide in an 
immense urban 
playground crowned 
with a window onto the 
universe.

Top SightsE
Griffith Observatory &
Hollywood Sign

Miracle Mile & 
Mid-City (p70)
Museum Row is the big 
draw, but funky Fairfax 
and the old Farmers 
Market are worthy 
destinations.

Top SightsE
La Brea Tar Pits & 
Page Museum

LACMA

Downtown (p118)
Historical, multilayered 
and fascinating, it's 
become so cool that the 
likes of GQ have called it 
America's best 
downtown. 

Top SightsE
Walt Disney Concert Hall

Worth a Trip
Local Lifel

Echo Park (p52)
Culver City (p86)
Manhattan Beach (p116)
Pasadena (p138)

Worth a Trip
Top SightsE

Disneyland & Disney 
California Adventure 
(p150)
Malibu (p102)
Getty Center (p68)
Exposition Park (p136)
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ELACMA

Santa Monica
Pier & Beach

Venice
Boardwalk

Getty
Center

West Hollywood & 
Beverly Hills 
(p54)
Big dollars and gay 
fabulous, wonderful 
shopping, sinful eateries 
and terrific nightlife too. 
From here you can 
explore the entire city.

Santa Monica 
(p88)
Mix with the surf rats, 
skate punks, yoga 
freaks, psychics and 
street performers along 
a stretch of sublime 
coastline.

Top SightsE
Santa Monica Pier &
Beach

Venice (p104)
Inhale an incense-
scented whiff of Venice, 
a boho beach town 
and longtime haven for 
artists, New Agers and 
free spirits.

Top SightsE
Venice Boardwalk

Burbank & 
Universal City 
(p140)
Home to a theme park, 
Sushi Row and most of 
LA’s major movie 
studios. It’s also the 
birthplace of car culture 
and porn.

Top SightsE
Universal Studios

 Los Angeles 
Neighborhoods

Neighborhoods  1918
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1 Gallery Gazing
 A major US art player and juggernaut 
of the Culver City arts district,   Blum 
& Poe (%310-836-2062; www.blumandpoe.
com; 2727 S La Cienega Blvd; h10am-
6pm Tue-Sat) reps international stars 
Takashi Murakami, Sam Durant and 
Sharon Lockhart.

2 Roaming the District
 The Helms complex marks the begin-
ning of Culver City’s vital   Arts District 
(https://culvercityartsdistrict.com; La Cienega 
Blvd), which runs east along Washing-
ton to La Cienega and up one block to 
Venice Blvd.

3 Something Strange
 Arguably LA’s most intriguing exhibi-
tion space, the   Museum of Jurassic 
Technology (MJT; %310-836-6131; www.
mjt.org; 9341 Venice Blvd; suggested donation 
adult/student & senior/under 13yr $8/5/free; 
h2-8pm Thu, noon-6pm Fri-Sun) has noth-
ing to do with dinosaurs and even less 
with technology. Instead, you’ll find 
madness nibbling at your synapses as 
you try to read meaning into mind-
bending displays about Cameroonian 
stink ants and microscopic pope 
sculpture.

4 Taste of the Town
 There’s no shortage of creative kitchens 
in Culver.   Akasha (%310-845-1700; www.
akasharestaurant.com; 9543 Culver Blvd; dinner 
mains $15-30, cafe dishes $4-13.50; hrestau-
rant 11:30am-2:30pm & 5:30-9:30pm Mon-Thu, 
to 10:30pm Fri, 10:30am-2:30pm & 5:30-
10:30pm Sat, 10:30am-2:30pm & 5-9pm Sun, 

cafe 8am-5pm Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm Sat, 9am-9pm 
Sun) takes all-natural ingredients and 
turns them into tasty small plates, such 
as bacon-wrapped dates stuffed with 
chorizo, and big ones like the zinfandel-
braised short rib.   Lukshon (%310-202-
6808; www.lukshon.com; 3239 Helms Ave; dish-
es $10-34; h11:30am-2:30pm & 5:30-10pm 
Tue-Thu, to 10:30pm Fri & Sat) serves upscale 
Southeast Asian flavors in high design 
environs, and you can get craft beer 
and sourdough crusted pizza at the slab 
marble bar at   Wildcraft (%310-815-8100; 
www.wildcraftpizza.com; 9725 Culver Blvd; 
pizzas $14-20; hnoon-3pm & 5-9pm Mon, 
to 10pm Thu-Thu, to 10:30pm Fri, 11am-3pm & 
5-10:30pm Sat, 11am-3pm & 5-9pm Sun).

5 Kirk Douglas Theatre
 An old-timey movie house has been 
recast as the 300-seat   Kirk Douglas 
Theatre (%213-628-2772; www.centerthe-
atregroup.org; 9820 Washington Blvd). Since 
opening in 2004, it has become an 
integral part of Culver City’s growing 
arts scene, showcasing new plays by 
local playwrights.

6 In Between Museum
 Newly housed in the former Na-
tional Guard Armory, under-the-radar 
  Wende Museum (%310-216-1600; www.
wendemuseum.org; 10808 Culver Blvd; 
admission free; h10am-9pm Fri, to 5pm 
Sat & Sun; p) stands out for its vast, 
yet niche collection. German for ‘in 
between’, Wende collects anything and 
everything made, bought, sold and 
created in East Germany from the end 
of WWII to the fall of the Berlin Wall.

 A decade ago Culver City bloomed from its bland, 
semisuburban studio-town roots into a stylish yet 
unpretentious destination for fans of art, culture 
and food, and it happened organically. Then the 
2008 recession hit and Culver City buckled. But 
the roots of groovy stayed alive, and this ‘hood has 
come back stronger than ever.

Getting There

 K Culver City is ac-
cessible via Robertson 
Blvd from Mid-City 
and from Washington 
Blvd in Venice.

J The Culver City line 
serves areas in the 
city, Santa Monica, 
Venice and West LA.

Local Life
Gallery Hopping in    Culver City

Gallery Hopping in Culver CityWorth a Trip 8786

For more information,
see Survival Guide (p177)

Currency
   US Dollar ($)

 Language
 English, with Spanish in wide use

Money
 ATMs are widely available and credit 

cards are accepted in all hotels and most 
restaurants.

  Cell Phones
 International cell (mobile) phones will work 
with roaming. Some unlocked GSM phones 

will work with local SIMs.

 Time
 Paci  c Standard Time (PST; UTC/GMT 

minus eight hours) Nov to mid-Mar; Paci  c 
Daylight Savings Time (PDT; UTC/GMT 

minus seven hours) mid-Mar to Oct.

 Plugs & Adaptors
 LA area outlets demand the North American 

20A/120V grounded plug.

 Tipping
 Tipping is considered mandatory for sit-

down, full-service meals. The minimum tip 
should be 15-20%. Tip bartenders, too ($1 per 

drink will su   ce).

Arriving in Los 
Angeles 

 Los Angeles is more spread out than most 
major cities. Although vibrant downtown is 
rather compact, the rest of LA is not. In fact, 
the city is a quilt with several self-contained 
neighborhoods knitted together and trans-
port details within and between them vary.

 From Los Angeles International 
Airport (LAX)

Destination Best Transport 

 Hollywood, Silver 
Lake

Metro bus 42, Metro 
Red Line

Downtown Metro Red Line, 
FlyAway Union Station

West Hollywood, 
Mid-City

FlyAway Westwood, 
Metro 20/720, Metro 4

Santa Monica BBB 3

Venice BBB 3, CC 1

Culver City FlyAway Westwood, 
BBB 12

Burbank, Universal 
City

FlyAway Union Station, 
Metrolink

Getting Around
 Although car culture still rules LA, more and 
more Angelenos are relying on ever-evolving 
public transit options that link up and overlap 
throughout the region.

m Metro & Metrolink
 The Metro (%323-466-3876; www.metro.
net) subway and light rail system is ever-
expanding and links downtown LA with Hol-
lywood, Koreatown, Pasadena, Long Beach, 
LAX, Culver City and Santa Monica. It also 
connects with Metrolink light rail service to 
Burbank and Orange County.

J Bus
 The best bus services are offered by LA’s 
Metropolitan Transit Authority (MTA; 
%323-466-3876; www.metro.net; fares from 
$1.75), which has a handy trip planner on its 
website, and Santa Monica’s Big Blue Bus 
(%310-451-5444; www.bigbluebus.com).

K Taxi & Ride Hailing
 Taxis are quite expensive and should only 
be used between nearby destinations. Less 
expensive on-demand car service apps Uber 
(www.uber.com) and Lyft (www.lyft.com) are 
quite popular and useful here for both short 
and longer trips.

H Bike Sharing
 LA has a number of bike-sharing programs 
in local neighborhoods, including Metro Bike 
Share (https://bikeshare.metro.net) in Down-
town LA and Santa Monica–based Breeze 
Bike Share (www.santamonicabikeshare.com; 
per hour $7, monthly/annually $25/99). Pick 
up and return bikes at branded kiosks.

Your Daily Budget 
 Budget: Less than $150

  Dorm bed: $35–50

  Takeout meal: $6–15

  Free concerts and events

Midrange: $150–300
  Hotel double room: $200

  Two-course dinner and glass of wine: $40

  Live music concert: $50

Top end: More than $300
  Three-star hotel: from $300

  Dinner at a destination restaurant: from 
$75, excluding drinks

Useful Websites 
   Discover Los Angeles (www.discoverlo-

sangeles.com) Reputable range of options 
from the official LA website.

  Hotel Tonight (www.hoteltonight.com) 
Cali-based hotel search app offering discount 
last-minute bookings.

  Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/
usa/los-angeles/hotels) Expert author 
reviews, user feedback, booking engine.

Advance Planning
 Three months before Book accommodation 
and rental car.

One month before Reserve tickets to major 
performing arts and sporting events. Regis-
ter for tickets to a live TV-show taping.

Two weeks before Reserve tickets to the 
Broad art museum, the Frederick R Weis-
man Art Foundation and any LA Conserv-
ancy walking tour. Also reserve a table at 
top restaurants.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know
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Thursday and to 5:30pm 
on Friday; some also 
open from 9am to 2pm 
on Saturday.

 Shops open from 10am 
to 7pm Monday to Sat-
urday, though shopping 
malls may close later, and 
open from 11am to 6pm 
on Sunday.

 Bars are generally open 
from late afternoon until 
2am.

 Restaurants generally 
serve lunch from 11am 
to 3pm and dinner from 
5:30pm to 10pm.

 Electricity  Emergency
 Ambulance,  re & 
police %911

Public Holidays  
 On the following national 
holidays, banks, schools 
and government offices 
(including post offices) 
close, and transporta-
tion, museums and other 
services operate on a 
Sunday schedule. Holi-
days falling on a weekend 
are usually observed the 
following Monday.

New Year’s Day 
January 1

Martin Luther King Jr 
Day Third Monday in 
January

Presidents’ Day Third 
Monday in February

Good Friday Friday 
before Easter (March/
April)

Memorial Day Last 
Monday in May

Independence Day 
July 4

Labor Day First Monday 
in September

Columbus Day Second 
Monday in October

Veterans Day 
November 11

Thanksgiving Day 
Fourth Thursday in 
November

Christmas Day 
December 25

Safe Travel 
 Despite its seem-
ingly apocalyptic list of 
dangers – guns, violent 
crime, earthquakes – Los 
Angeles is a reasonably 
safe place to visit. The 
greatest danger is posed 
by car accidents (buckle 
up – it’s the law), while 
the biggest annoyance is 
city traffic.

 Earthquakes happen 
all the time, but most are 
so tiny they are detecta-
ble only by sensitive seis-
mological instruments. If 

handy loop past the 
Beverly Center mall, the 
Paci  c Design Center, 
western Melrose Ave, the 
Farmers Market/Grove 
and Museum Row.

Hollywood Route (daily) 
Covers Hollywood east 
of Highland Ave and links 
with the short Los Feliz 
Route (daily) at Franklin 
Ave and Vermont Ave.

Car & Motorcycle
 Unless time is no factor 
– or money is extremely 
tight – you’re going to 
want to spend some 
time behind the wheel, 
although this means 
contending with some 
of the worst traffic in the 
country. Avoid rush hour 
(7am to 9am and 3:30pm 
to 6pm).  

Parking at motels and 
cheaper hotels is usually 
free, while fancier ones 
charge anywhere from 
$8 to around $45 for the 
privilege. Valet parking 
at nicer restaurants and 
hotels is commonplace, 
with rates ranging from 
$3.50 to $10.

The usual interna-
tional car-rental agencies 
have branches at LAX 
and throughout LA, and 
there are also a couple of 
companies renting hybrid 
vehicles. If you don’t have 

a vehicle already booked, 
use the courtesy phones 
in the arrival areas at 
LAX. Offices and lots are 
outside the airport, but 
each company has free 
shuttles leaving from the 
lower level.

For Harley rentals, go 
to  Route 66 (%888-434-
4473, 310-578-0112; www.
route66riders.com; 4161 
Lincoln Blvd, Marina Del Rey; 
h10am-6pm Mon-Sat). 
Rates start from $149 per 
six hours, or $185 for one 
day. Discounts are avail-
able for longer rentals.

Taxi
  Because of LA’s size 

and its tra   c, getting 
around by cab will cost 
you. 

 Cabs are best organ-
ized over the phone, 
though some prowl the 
streets late at night, and 
they are always lined up 
at airports, train stations, 
bus stations and major 
hotels.

 Fares are metered and 
vary by the company. 
The Uber, UberX and 
Lyft smartphone apps 
are extremely popular for 
cheaper rides in LA.

 In the city of LA, taxi 
rates are $2.85 at  agfall 
plus about $2.70 per 

mile. Cabs leaving from 
LAX charge a $4 airport 
fee. For details, check 
www.taxicabsla.org.
 Taxi companies include 
the following:

 Beverly Hills Cab 
(%800-273-6611; www.bev-
erlyhillscabco.com) A solid, 
dependable company, 
with good rates to the 
airport and a wide service 
area.

 Checker (%800-300-
5007; http://ineedtaxi.com) 
Services both the airport 
and a large swathe of the 
LA metro area.

 Taxi Taxi (%310-444-
4444; www.santamonicataxi.
com) Easily the best and 
most professional  eet 
available. It’ll drive you 
anywhere, but can only 
pick up in Santa Monica.

Essential 
Information
Business Hours

  Normal   business hours 
are 9am to 5pm Monday 
to Friday. Banks usually 
open from 8:30am to 
4:30pm Monday to 
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Type A
120V/60Hz

Type B
120V/60Hz

QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

Essential Information
Including where to stay

The Best of 
Los Angeles
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
Los Angeles
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighborhood  by 
 neighborhood  

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Best Walks
See the city on foot

 Neighborhood s
What’s where

Los Angeles’ Best…
The best experiences
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Lonely Planet’s 
Los Angeles
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighborhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas 
to experience the real Los 
Angeles.

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
j Tram
d Train

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighborhood :
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
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Hollywood Boulevard (p24)
SEAN PAVONE/SHUTTERSTOCK ©
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Welcome to 
Los Angeles

 Dreams are serious business in LA. Home to Hollywood, 
this is a city where fantastical thoughts are encouraged; 
a place gleefully wrapped in endless layers of modern 
mythology; an electrifying whirlpool of creativity: edgy art 
spaces, cult-status rock venues, acclaimed concert halls 
and thought-provoking stages, all fueling a city addicted to 
the weird, the wonderful and the downright scandalous.

QuickStart 
Guide

7
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Hollywood Boulevard & the Hollywood Walk of Fame (p24)
 More stars than the night sky.
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 Los Angeles 
Top Sights  

8
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Griffi  th Observatory & Hollywood Sign (p42)
 Two iconic sights dominate the Hollywood Hills ridgeline.
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