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For more information,
see Survival Guide (p147)

  Currency
 US dollar ($)

 Language
 English

 Visas
 Not usually required for citizens of Canada 

or the 37 Visa Waiver Program countries 
with ESTA pre-authorization.

Money
 ATM transaction fees inside casino gaming 

areas are high. Credit cards are widely 
accepted.

   Cell Phones
 Cell (mobile) phones must be a multiband 

GSM model.

 Time
 Paci  c Time Zone (GMT/UTC minus eight 

hours)

  Tipping
 The standard tip is 18% to 20% of the bill. If 

a service charge has already been included 
(usually for groups of six or more), don’t tip 

twice. At bu  ets, leave a couple of dollars per 
person on the table.

 Arriving in Las 
Vegas

 Most travelers arrive in Las Vegas by car or 
by plane. The airport is located relatively 
close to the Strip. Shuttle buses depart for 
casino-hotels around the clock, and taxis are 
readily available.

A McCarran International Airport
 McCarran offers free wi-fi and gadget-
recharging workstations; ATMs, a currency 
exchange booth and full-service bank; 
first-aid and police stations; a pharmacy and 
walk-in medical clinic for nonemergencies; 
a lost-and-found office; a post office; and 
tourist information desks.

Shuttle buses run to Strip hotels from $7 
one-way, and from $9 to Downtown and 
off-Strip hotels. You’ll pay at least $20 plus 
tip for a taxi to the Strip – tell your driver to 
use surface streets, not the I-15 Fwy airport 
connector tunnel (‘long-hauling’).

J Greyhound Terminal
 If you’re arriving in Vegas via long-distance 
bus, you’ll disembark at a downtown station 
just off the Fremont Street Experience. To 
reach the Strip, catch a southbound SDX bus.

K Driving
 Most travelers approach the Strip (Las Vegas 
Blvd) off the I-15 Fwy. Try to avoid exiting onto 
busy Flamingo Rd; opt for quieter Tropicana 
Ave or Spring Mountain Rd.

Getting Around
 The Strip is miles long. Though you can walk 
between some casino resorts, you’ll need a 
ride – bus, monorail, taxi or driving your own 
car – to reach others, or to go downtown.

J Bus
 Deuce buses to/from downtown stop every 
block or two along the Strip. Quicker SDX 
express buses stop at some Strip casino 
hotels and at some off-Strip shopping malls. 
A 24-hour pass costs $8.

K Car & Motorcycle
 Driving on the Strip can be stressful. Parking 
at Strip casino hotels and shopping malls is 
no longer free.

V Monorail
 Expensive, inconveniently located on the east 
side of the Strip and with a limited route, but 
has great views and regular services.

P�Rideshare
 Uber and Lyft are by far the best way to get 
around Vegas in most circumstances, and 
even cheaper when traveling with others.

J�Shuttle
 Many off-Strip casino hotels offer limited free 
shuttle buses to and from the Strip, although 
some are reserved for hotel guests. A free 
public shuttle connects the Rio with Harrah’s 
and Bally’s/Paris Las Vegas.

P Taxi
 It’s illegal to hail a cab but there are taxi 
stands at almost every casino hotel and shop-
ping mall. Rides cost at least $20, plus tip.

U Tram
 Free air-conditioned trams operate on three 
routes: one connects the Bellagio, CityCenter 
and the Monte Carlo; another links Treasure 
Island and the Mirage, while a third travels 
between Excalibur, Luxor and Mandalay Bay.

Your Daily Budget
 Budget: Less than $100

  Downtown casino hotel room: $30–80

  Takeout meal: $6–12

  24-hour RTC bus pass: $8

Midrange: $100–250
  Standard Strip casino hotel room: $65–150

  Discounted show ticket: $30–90

  Casual restaurant meal: $20–45

  24-hour self parking at a Strip hotel: 
$10–15

Top end: More than $250
  Luxury Strip hotel suite: $200-plus

  VIP show ticket: $125-plus

  Celebrity-chef dining: $100-plus

Useful  Websites
 Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/usa/
las-vegas) Destination information, hotel 
bookings, traveler forum and more.

Las Vegas Tourism (www.lasvegastourism.
com) Official website of Las Vegas Tourism.

Las Vegas Weekly (www.lasvegasweekly.
com) Popular weekly magazine with listings, 
in print and online.

Advance Planning
 One month before Book flights, a hotel and 
a rental car for trips out of town.

Three weeks before Score tickets for 
production shows, mega-concerts or 
headliner events.

One week before Book a table at a hap-
pening chef’s restaurant or an outdoor 
adventure tour.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know
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Golden
Nugget

Mob
Museum

Wynn & Encore

National Atomic
Testing Museum

Hard  Rock

East of the Strip  
(p74)
Quirky special-interest 
museums, university 
bars, secondhand 
shopping and a 
perennially cool rock ‘n’ 
roll–themed resort. 

Top Sights
Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino
National Atomic Testing 
Museum

Downtown & 
Fremont St (p98)
Vintage Vegas vibes, 
old-school casinos, 
excellent new museums 
and a burgeoning 
hipster nightlife scene in 
Sin City's downtown.

Top Sights
Golden Nugget
Mob Museum

Bellagio

Mandalay Bay

New York–New York

CityCenter

LINQ Promenade 

Paris Las Vegas

Springs
Preserve

Venetian & Palazzo

The Strip (p20)
Flashy megaresorts and 
glowing neon signs line 
4.5 miles of famed Las 
Vegas Blvd.

Top Sights
Bellagio
Mandalay Bay
New York–New York
LINQ Promenade
CityCenter
Paris Las Vegas
Venetian & Palazzo
Wynn & Encore

West of the Strip  
(p88)
A pair of popular casino 
hotels, one of the city's 
best buffets, desert 
gardens, natural history 
exhibits and Vegas' very 
own Chinatown.

Top Sights
Springs Preserve

 Las Vegas 
Neighborhoods

Neighborhoods  1716
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4 Binion’s 
Gambling Hall
 Step inside historic Bin-
ion’s (p110) to check out 
the action in the high-
stakes poker room and 
watch real-life cowboys 
and cowgirls try their 
luck at blackjack.

5 Golden Nugget
 Cross Fremont St to the 
classy Golden Nugget 
(p100). Ogle the gigantic 
Hand of Faith just off 
the casino floor, then 
slip out onto the pool 
terrace to gawk at the 
shark tank – the best 
views are from the back.

6 Neon Museum – 
Urban Gallery
 Continue down to the 
Neon Museum – Ur-
ban Gallery (p109) and 
the alfresco assemblage 
of vintage neon signs 
installed on the 3rd St 
cul-de-sac just north of 
Fremont St.

7 Container Park
 Keep going east toward 
the glowing neon 
martini glass welcom-
ing you to the Fremont 
East Entertainment Dis-
trict, home to hipster 
watering holes such as 
Commonwealth (p105) 

and the indie shops 
and eateries of the Con-
tainer Park (p105).

8 Plaza
 Head west back up 
Fremont St and wind 
up your walk at the 
revamped Plaza (p110), 
imagining what pioneer 
life was like when 
the adjacent former 
Union Pacific Railroad 
auctioned off dusty 
lots here in 1905. Head 
upstairs to Oscar’s 
steakhouse and martini 
lounge for flight-deck 
views over the Fremont 
Street Experience.

2 The Walk
 With the retro casinos of the Fremont Street Experi-
ence, vibrant hipster and art districts, affordable 
eats, cool museums and free entertainment galore, 
a stroll around Downtown is a great antidote to 
all that Strip glamour madness. You’ll make the 
acquaintance of mobsters, marvel at a giant gold 
nugget, visit an edgy incubator for artists and 
designers, and be dazzled by vintage neon and a 
blazing sound-and-light after-dusk show.

Start Mob Museum

End Plaza

Length 0.9 miles; one to two hours

5 Take a Break
 Carson Kitchen (p105 ) Make a pit stop in this 
tiny industrial-flavored eatery to refuel on modern 
American share plates. 

1 Mob Museum
 Take a stroll through 
Fremont St, stopping 
off in old-time casinos 
and hipster dive bars 
before visiting the 
thought-provoking Mob 
Museum (p102) for an 
overview of organized 
crime in the USA from 
the turn of the 20th 
century to the present.

2 Main Street 
Station
 Head west on Stewart 
Ave to Main Street 
Station (p111) for a 
self-guided tour of the 
eclectic antiques col-
lection. Continue south 
on Main St past the rail 
car once owned by Wild 
West showman Buffalo 
Bill Cody.

3 Fremont Street 
Experience
 Walk east through the 
heart of Glitter Gulch, 
Vegas’ original gam-
bling quarter, reborn in 
1995 as the Fremont 
Street Experience 
(p111). Adventure seek-
ers whoosh overhead 
on the Slotzilla (p111) 
zipline, taking note of 
the unmissable modern-
day neon icon Vegas 
Vickie. #
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Golden Nugget (www.
goldennugget.com) This 
local legend wins top 
points for Downtown’s 
best rooms and amenities.

El Cortez (www.
elcortezhotelcasino.com) 
For something a little dif-
ferent, where old meets 
new Downtown.

Hard Rock (www.
hardrockhotel.com) 
O  -Strip party palace for 
music lovers with sexy, 
oversized rooms.

Thunderbird Hotel 
(www.thunderbird-
hotellasvegas.com) 
Funky, fresh rooms with 
reclaimed-wood furniture 
and a fun, youthful vibe.

Best Midrange
 LINQ Hotel (www.
caesars.com/linq) You 
can’t go past LINQ for 
value and its center-Strip 
location.

SLS (www.slslasvegas.
com) A north Strip loca-
tion means incredible 
rates for this boutique 
brand.

Platinum Hotel & Spa 
(www.theplatinumhotel.
com) This nongaming, 
nonsmoking hotel near 
the Strip has sanctuary-
like suites.

Aria Las Vegas Resort 
(www.arialasvegas.com) 
Sleek resort hotel where 
every room has a corner 
view.

W Las Vegas (www.
wlasvegas.com) If you 
like design and a cooler 
crowd, hang at this 2017 
newcomer.

Best Top End
 Encore (www.wynnlas-
vegas.com) Excellence at 
every turn.

Signature at MGM 
Grand (www.signa-
turemgmgrand.com) 
Indulgent suites atop the 

massive megalopolis of 
MGM Grand.

Four Seasons Hotel 
(www.fourseasons.com/
lasvegas) Fresh from 
renovation, Mandalay 
Bay’s luxury o  ering 
doesn’t fail to impress.

Mandarin Oriental 
(www.mandarinoriental.
com) Luscious oriental 
 avors meet the latest 

technology.

Cosmopolitan (www.
cosmopolitanlasvegas.
com) Hippest Strip 
rooms with sunken tubs, 
balconies and design 
quirks.

  Book Your Stay

Useful Websites
 Lonely Planet (www.
lonelyplanet.com/hotels) 
Book hotels and other 
accommodations.

Vegas.com (www.vegas.
com) Local online travel 
agent exclusively servicing 
Las Vegas.

Travelzoo (www.travelzoo.
com) For discount hotel 
deals.

Priceline (www.priceline.
com) Lets you bid or 
‘express’ buy your hotel 
room for less.

Travelworm (www.
travelworm.com) Compre-
hensive hotel listings and 
promos.

Best Budget
 Downtown Grand (www.
downtowngrand.com) 
Good-value digs in the 
heart of Downtown.

  Spring (Mar–May) 
Perfect weather and 
steady crowds; the 
conference set will be 
reserving blocks of 
hotel rooms.

 Summer (Jun–Aug) 
Dog days of summer. 
Too hot to enjoy outdoor 
activities, except at night.

 Fall (Sep & Oct) 
Balmy temperatures 
make Vegas a pleas-
ant getaway. Hotel 
room competition 
heats up with plenty of 
conferences in town.

 Winter (Nov–Feb) 
The chilliest time of year; 
the famous pool bars 
shut down during these 
months.

Before You Go

  When to Go

Survival 
Guide

  Money-Saving Tips
  If you’re trying to lock in a good rate at a popu-

lar resort, call the hotel directly and ask about 
special promotions or better rates on unremod-
eled rooms.

 Don’t make room reservations on the weekend; 
rates often drop across the board on Monday 
mornings.

 For live entertainment, save cash by scor-
ing last-minute tickets at Tix4Tonight (www.
tix4tonight.com).

 Take advantage of such free attractions as 
the Fountains at Bellagio, the Burlesque Hall of 
Fame, the Mirage Volcano, the Fremont Street 
Experience and the outdoor Neon Museum.

 Get free drinks while playing the slots (but do tip).

F DNOSAJJMAMJ

°C/°F Temp Rainfall inches/mm 

0

10/250

4/100

6/150

8/200

2/50

-20/-4

-10/14

0/32

20/68

30/86

40/104

50/122

10/50
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CityCenter (p36)
 Amazing Aria. Classy Cosmo. Crystals.

Paris Las Vegas (p40)
 Paris in the desert.

Venetian & Palazzo (p44)
 A little slice of Italy.

Springs Preserve (p90)
 A real-life desert oasis.

New York–New York (p30)
 Las Vegas’ little Big Apple.

LINQ Promenade (p34)
 Outdoor shopping-dining-drinking 
fun.

National Atomic Testing 
Museum (p80)
 Mushroom clouds over the desert. 
(Geiger counters)

Mandalay Bay (p27)
 The Mojave’s ultimate ‘tropical’ oasis.
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hip-hop and house while wannabe 
gangsters and Jersey girls sip pricey 
cocktails. The plush mansion decor 
and 360-degree panoramas are to die 
for. Dress to kill. Happy hour goes 
until 10pm nightly. (%702-942-6832; 
www.palms.com; 4321 W Flamingo Rd, Palms; 
cover $10-25; h8pm-4am; g202) 

  VooDoo Rooftop 
Nightclub  CLUB 

The distant views of the Strip’s neon 
glow from the outdoor patio are fan-
tastic, but the DayGlo decor and DJs 
inside VooDoo (see 3 6 Map p92, B7) 
are just for laughs. An unpretentious 
crowd dances to old-school, retro and 
techno tunes while swigging exotic, 
oversized cocktails steaming with 
dry ice. Retirees and buttoned-down 
conventioneers let loose here. (%702-
777-6875; www.riolasvegas.com; Rio; cover 
$20-30; h8pm-2am Sun-Thu, to 3am Fri & 
Sat; gfree Strip shuttle) 

 Entertainment
  Penn & Teller  COMEDY 

Rio’s (p94) star performers (see 3 3 

Map p92, B7), this odd couple (one talks, 
the other doesn’t) has been creating 
and destroying illusions for more than 
two decades, with dry wit, peppery 
profanity and some amazing stunts 
such as catching bullets in their teeth. 
The gimmick? They explain some (but 

not all) of their tricks to the audi-
ence. Stick around after the show for 
autographs and selfies. (%702-777-2782; 
www.pennandteller.com; Rio; tickets from 
$89; h9pm Sat-Wed; gfree Strip shuttle) 

  Pearl  THEATER 

A shining beacon for pop divas and 
rock bands, the Palms’ (p94) 2500-
seat concert hall (see 2 3 Map p92, B7) 
has a sophisticated sound system. 
Comedy kingpins and modern rock-
ers from Gwen Stefani to Morrissey 
have burned up this stage, with most 
seats only 120ft or less away from the 
performers. Live albums are minted at 
the state-of-the-art recording studio. 
(%702-944-3200; www.palms.com; 4321 W 
Flamingo Rd, Palms; most tickets $50-100; 
g202)

   Ping Pang Pong  CHINESE $$
Asian package tourists and Chinatown 
locals vote with their feet, and it’s 
always crowded here (see 4 5 Map 
p92, B7). Designed by chef  Kevin Wu, a 
wok-tossed menu ranges from Beijing 
seafood stew to Shanghai noodles to 
Cantonese sausage fried rice. The dim 
sum carts roll until 3pm daily. (%702-
367-7111; www.goldcoastcasino.com; 4000 
W Flamingo Rd, Gold Coast; mains $10-24; 
h10am-3pm & 5pm-3am; g202) 

  Alizé  FRENCH $$$
Las Vegas chef  André Rochat’s 
top-drawer gourmet room (see 2 5 
Map p92, B7) is named after a gentle 
Mediterranean trade wind. Enjoyed by 
nearly every table, panoramic floor-to-
ceiling views of the glittering Strip are 
even more stunning than the haute 
French cuisine and remarkably deep 
wine cellar. Reservations essential; 
upscale dress code. (%702-951-7000; 

www.alizelv.com; 4321 W Flamingo Rd, Palms; 
mains $46-68, tasting menu without/with wine 
pairings $155/245; h6-10pm; g202) 

  N9NE  STEAK $$$
The Palms’ dramatically lit steakhouse 
(see 2 5 Map p92, B7) lets A-list celebs 
lounge inside a semiprivate curtained 
dining space in the middle of a see-
and-be-seen dining room. The beauti-
fully aged steaks and chops keep on 
coming, along with everything from 
oysters Rockefeller to mushrooms 
stuffed with king crab and Gruyère 
cheese. Reservations essential; dress 
to impress. (%702-933-9900; www.palms.
com; 4321 W Flamingo Rd, Palms; mains 
$23-72; h5:30-10pm Sun-Thu, to 11pm Fri & 
Sat; g202) 

  Carnival World Buffet  BUFFET $$$
Las Vegas’ largest all-around buffet 
(see 3 5 Map p92, B7) is found at Rio 
(p94),  with stir-fries, pizza, a taco 
bar and house-made gelato. There’s 
a seafood add-on for those who can’t 
get enough snow crab legs, lobster 
tails and freshly shucked oysters. 
(%702-777-7757; www.riolasvegas.com; Rio; 
per person $25-45; h11am-10pm; c; gfree 
Strip shuttle) 

 Drinking
  Ghostbar  LOUNGE 

A clubby crowd, often thick with pop-
culture celebs and pro athletes, packs 
the Palms’ (p94) sky-high watering 
hole (see 2 6 Map p92, B7). DJs spin 

Frankie’s Tiki Room
 At this round-the-clock tiki bar, 
insanely inventive tropical cocktails 
are rated in strength by skulls on 
the menu. Renowned tiki design-
ers, sculptors and painters have 
their work on display all around 
  Frankie’s Tiki Room (Map p92, D2; 
%702-385-3110; www.frankiestikiroom.
com; 1712 W Charleston Blvd; h24hr; 
g206), and the souvenir tiki mugs 
are crazy cool. Walk in wearing a 
Hawaiian shirt on ‘Aloha Friday’ 
between 4pm and 8pm, and your 
first drink is half-off.

Local Life

Chinatown Las Vegas
West from the Strip, along Spring 
Mountain Rd, is the heart of Vegas’ 
strip-mall Chinatown. Slightly off the 
tourist radar,    Chinatown Plaza (Map 
p92, B6; %702-221-8448; 4255 Spring 
Mountain Rd; most mains $6-18; hhours 
vary; c; g203) is a favorite with local 
foodies for its late-night Vietnamese 
noodle shops, Japanese sushi bars, 
Korean barbecue grills and more. 
Start at the eye-catching Chinese 
gate.

Top Tip

EntertainmentWest of the Strip 9796
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Aria (p37)

they form Vegas’ largest 
gaming floor. (p44 )

Cosmopolitan Cosmo’s 
gaming area is the only 
one in Vegas with floor-to-
ceiling windows overlook-
ing the Strip. (p37 )

Aria Aria’s sleek casino 
floor with almost 2000 
slot machines might 
overwhelm. (p37 )

Bellagio This luxurious 
casino with its famous 
fountain show featured 
in the 2001 remake of 
Ocean’s Eleven. (p22 )

Mandalay Bay Poolside 
slots and a luxe, resortlike 
atmosphere set Mandalay 
Bay apart. (p26 )

Sightseeing
Golden Nugget Home 
of the ‘Hand of Faith,’ the 
heftiest hunk of gold ever 
dug up. (p100 )

Hard Rock Showcasing 
what may be the most-
impressive collection of 
rock-star memorabilia 
under one roof. (p76 )

Caesars Palace The 
Roman Empire–inspired 
resort served as the 
setting for The Hangover. 
(p54 )

Circus Circus An enor-
mous clown-shaped mar-
quee and tent-shaped 
casino under a gaudily 
striped big top. (p56 )

Luxor This might be your 
only chance to gamble 
inside a faux Egyptian 
pyramid. (p57 )

Old-School 
Gambling
El Cortez A smoky, retro 
classic with a grassroots 
crowd. (p111 )

Main Street Station 
Gamble among the 
antiques and beneath 
art nouveau chandeliers. 
(p111 )

Golden Gate A gambling 
hall has stood on this 
spot since 1906. (p110 )

Locals’ Favorites
Palms Fans of MTV’s 
Real World: Las Vegas will 
recognize this hyper-
modern den that claims 
‘looser’ slots than most. 
(p94 )

Gold Coast Old-
fashioned gambling lair 
beloved for its low-roller 
roulette and traditional 
Chinese dim sum and 
dumplings. (p94)

 You’re on your third martini. You just won the last 
three hands. Adrenaline pumping, you double 
down – and lose the down payment on your next 
car. Gambling is no question part of the Vegas 
experience. Have fun, but understand the games 
you’re playing and stop when you’re ahead.

The House Always Wins
 For every game except poker, the house has a statis-
tical winning edge over the gambler and for nearly 
every payout, the house ‘holds’ a small portion of 
the winnings. Amounts vary with the game and 
with individual bets, but over the long haul, you’re 
guaranteed to lose everything that you gamble.

Know When to Hold ’Em
 Traditional casino games include poker, black-
jack, baccarat, craps, roulette and slot machines. 
You must be at least 21 years old to play or even 
hang around in a casino. Every game has its own 
customs, traditions and strategies. Almost all 
casinos hand out written guides to show how to 
play the game and may offer free one-hour lessons 
in table games. Taught by pros, these include Texas 
Hold’em, blackjack and dice rollin’ craps.

Slot Action
 Slots are wildly popular and the simplest games 
of all to play – you just put money in and pull the 
handle (or push a button). The probabilities are 
programmed into the machine, and the chances of 
winning (or, more likely, losing) are the same on 
every pull. Careful: in Sin City, these money-gob-
bling machines are nicknamed ‘one-armed bandits’ 
for a reason...

 Highrollers
Wynn & Encore Casinos 
The sassy Wynn and 
Encore sisters boast in 
excess of 1900 gaming 
machines and 160 tables. 
(p48 )

Palazzo The younger sib-
ling and extension of the 
Venetian is a true high-
roller’s casino. Together 

 Casinos
Best

y Top Tips 
  If you’re a novice, 

get your feet wet with 
low-stakes craps.

 Drinks are free 
when you’re playing, 
but don’t forget to tip 
the server at least $1 
per drink.

 The cheapest table 
games – and highest 
concentration of 
local gamblers – are 
Downtown.
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from Downtown stop eve-
ry block or two along the 
Strip; quicker SDX (Strip & 
Downtown Express) buses 
stop outside some Strip 
casino hotels, as well as 
at the Fashion Show, the 
city’s convention center 
and a few o  -Strip shop-
ping malls.

 Many o  -Strip casino 
hotels o  er limited shut-
tle buses to/from the 
Strip, usually reserved for 
hotel guests.

 Car &  Motorcycle
  Driving on the Strip can 

be stressful. As of April 
2017, self-parking at Strip 
casinos is no longer free.

 International short-
term visitors only need 
their home license to rent 
or drive a car or motor-
cycle. If your license isn’t 
written in English, you 
may be required to show 
an international driving 
permit (IDP).

 Monorail
  The  Las Vegas Mono-

rail (%702-699-8299; www.
lvmonorail.com; single ride 
$5, 24/72hr pass $12/28; 
h7am-midnight Mon, to 
2am Tue-Thu, to 3am Fri-Sun) 
links some Strip casino-
resorts, zipping between 
MGM Grand, Bally’s/
Paris, Flamingo/Caesars, 
Harrah’s/LINQ, Las Vegas 
Convention Center, West-
gate and SLS/W.

 Although service is 
frequent (every four to 
12 minutes), stations are 
only on the east side of 

the Strip, set back from 
Las Vegas Blvd at the rear 
of the casinos.

 Trains are air-condi-
tioned and stroller- and 
wheelchair-friendly.

 Shuttle
  Many o  -Strip casino 

hotels o  er limited free 
shuttle buses to and from 
the Strip, although some 
are reserved for hotel 
guests.

 Free public shuttles 
connect the Rio with Har-
rah’s and Bally’s/Paris 
Las Vegas usually every 

 Arriving in 
Las Vegas
McCarran Interna-
tional Airport

  The easiest and cheap-
est way to get to your 
hotel is by airport shuttle 
(one-way to Strip/down-
town hotels from $7/9) 
or a shared ride-share 
service like Uber or Lyft 
(from $10). As you exit 
baggage claim, look for 
shuttle bus kiosks lining 
the curb; prices and 
destinations are clearly 
marked.

 Taxis hover at $15 to 
$25 for the Strip and 
upwards of $20 for 
Downtown, plus tip.

 If you’re renting a car 
from the airport, catch 
a shuttle bus outside 
baggage claim to the 
McCarran Rent-a-Car 
Center.

Driving into Las 
Vegas

  The main roads into 
and out of Las Vegas are 
the I-15 Fwy and US Hwy 
95. US Hwy 93 connects 
Downtown with Hoover 
Dam. I-215 goes by 
McCarran International 
Airport.

 When tra   c is snarled 
on I-15 and Las Vegas Blvd, 
stick to surface routes, 
such as Paradise Rd, 
east of the Strip; or Frank 
Sinatra Dr and Industrial 
Rd, west of the Strip.

 The fastest way to get 
across the Strip and I-15 
is via the Desert Inn Rd 
super-arterial.

Getting 
Around
 Bus

   RTC (Regional Transporta-
tion Commission of Southern 
Nevada; %702-228-7433, 
800-228-3911; www.rtcsnv.
com/transit; single ride $2, 
2/24/72hr bus pass $6/8/20, 
child under 5yr free) buses 
operate from 5am to 2am 
daily, with popular Strip 
and Downtown routes 
running 24/7 every 15 to 
20 minutes. RTC’s double-
decker Deuce buses to/

 Walking the 
Strip
 The Strip runs for 
miles: don’t assume 
you can easily walk 
from point A to 
B. Consult a map 
first and note that 
pedestrian cross-
ings are punctuated 
with sky bridges 
and escalators. 
Take advantage of 
free trams between 
casinos whenever 
possible.

 What to Bring
 Classy clothes Women can get away with jeans, 
but a dress code is loosely enforced at the best 
nightclubs and restaurants.

Comfortable shoes If you want to explore the 
Strip, you’ll need something supportive.

Camera Be prepared to snap.

Aspirin or ibuprofen For morning-after aches 
and pains.

Be Forewarned
  Smoking If cigarette smoke bothers you, steer 

clear of older casinos and gamble at the airier 
Wynn/Encore, Venetian/Palazzo or Bellagio.

 Sex workers Prostitution is illegal in Clark 
County, but escorts, call girls and working girls 
are part of Sin City’s high-rolling culture.

 Resort fees Think you scored a deal on your 
hotel room? Most hotels add mandatory daily 
‘resort fees’ of $10 to $30, which may cover 
internet access and  tness-center entry, or noth-
ing much at all. Some also charge $10 for phone 
reservations.

Renting a Car
 Booking online through a car-rental agency or a discount travel website 
normally nets you the best rates. Economy car-rental rates start at $25/145 
per day/week, though you might find a much cheaper deal by surfing the 
web ahead of time. Expect to pay extra for insurance (usually optional), taxes 
of over 10% and government surcharges of 10%. A facility charge (almost $4 
per day) and 10% airport fee often apply as well. Most companies require a 
major credit card, and some require that the driver be at least 25 years old.

Getting Around  151150  Survival Guide
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QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

Essential Information
Including where to stay

The Best 
of Las Vegas
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
Las Vegas
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighborhood  by 
 neighborhood  

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Best Walks
See the city on foot

 Neighborhood s
What’s where

Las Vegas’ Best…
The best experiences
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Lonely Planet’s 
Las Vegas
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighborhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real Las Vegas.

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
s Monorail
b Subway
j Tram
d Train

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighborhood :
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
self, wielding a machine
liberate this timber-pan
upholstered bar during W
the Ritz’s showpiece is a
photos taken by Papa an
martinis in town. Dress 
(www.ritzparis.com; Hôtel Rit
Vendôme, 1er; h6.30pm-2a

Kong
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The Venetian (p44)
DUANE WALKER/GETTY IMAGES ©
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Welcome to 
Las Vegas

 Vegas, baby! An oasis of indulgence dazzling in the desert. 
The Strip shimmers hypnotically, promising excitement, 
entertainment, fortune and fame. Where else can you 
spend the night partying in ancient Rome, wake up for 
brunch beneath the Eiffel Tower, watch an erupting vol-
cano at sunset and get married in a pink Cadillac? All in 
Sin City. It’s yours for the taking.

QuickStart 
Guide

7
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Golden Nugget 
(p100)
 Downtown’s classiest 
old-school casino haunt.

Bellagio (p22)
 The Strip’s original 
opulent palazzo.
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 Las Vegas 
  Top Sights

8  Top Sights
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