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In This Book

For more information, 
see Survival Guide (p150)

Currency
Euro (€)

Language
English

Visas
Not required for most citizens of Europe, 

Australia, NZ, USA and Canada.

Money
ATMs widespread. Credit cards (with PIN) 
accepted at most restaurants, hotels and 

shops.

Mobile Phones
All European and Australasian phones work 
in Dublin; some North American (non-GSM) 

phones don’t. Check with your provider. 
Pre-paid SIM cards cost from €10.

Time
Western European time (UTC/GMT 

November to March; plus one hour April to 
October).

Plugs & Adaptors
Standard voltage is 230–240V AC, 50 

Hz. Three square-pin plugs. Adaptors for 
European, Australasian and American 

electrical items are widely available.

Tipping

service is included. Locals generally tip taxi 
drivers €1 or the change to the nearest €1.

Arriving in Dublin
Ireland’s capital and biggest city is the most 
important point of entry and departure for 
the country – the overwhelming majority of 
airlines fly in and out of Dublin Airport. The 
city has two ferry ports: the Dun Laoghaire 
ferry terminal and the Dublin Port terminal.

A At the Airport
Most airlines (including all US flights) fly into 
Terminal 2; Ryanair and select others use 
Terminal 1. Both terminals have the usual 
selection of pubs, restaurants, shops, ATMs 
and car-hire desks. There are taxi stands and 
Aircoach stops outside both.

A From Dublin Airport

Destination Best Transport 

Grafton St & Around Aircoach or taxi

Merrion Square & 
Around

Aircoach or taxi

Temple Bar Aircoach or taxi

Kilmainham & the 
Liberties

Taxi

North of the Liffey Aircoach or taxi

Docklands Aircoach then tram 
or taxi

N From Dun Laoghaire Ferry 
Terminal

Destination Best Transport 

St Stephen’s Green Bus 46A

Burgh Quay Bus 7, 7A or 8

Pearse St DART

Connolly Station DART

N From Dublin Port
Buses from Busaras main bus terminal are 
timed to coincide with ferry arrivals and 
departures.

Getting Around
J Bus
The extensive bus system serves the whole 
city between 5.30am and 11.30pm but, 
despite bus lanes, service can be slow during 
busy times. You’ll need exact fare or a Leap 
card, which is available from newsagents.

j Tram
The most efficient way of getting around but 
the two lines are limited and serve destina-
tions primarily south of the river and from 
O’Connell St east to the Docklands.

H Bicycle
The best way to get around the city, espe-
cially using the Dublinbikes (www.dublin 
bikes.ie) pay-as-you-go service. Nevertheless, 
bike lanes are intermittent and constantly 
invaded by motorised traffic.

L Train
The Dublin Area Rapid Transit (DART) rail 
system is useful for travel to coastal suburbs 
but not for city centre transit.

K Car & Motorcyle
As a visitor, you won’t need to drive. Which 
is a good thing as traffic can be nightmarish, 
the one-way system impenetrable and park-
ing expensive, with no free parking to be had 
during business hours.

Your Daily Budget
Budget less than €100 

  Dorm bed: €14–20

  Cheap meal in cafe or pub: €10–20

  Bus ticket: up to €2.50

  Some museums: free

  Pint: €5–6

Midrange €100–250 
  Budget/midrange hotel double:  

€60–100/€100–180

  Lunch/dinner in decent restaurant: €25–40

  Guided tours and paid attractions: €20

Top end more than €250 
  Double in boutique/four-star hotel: 

€180–250

  Dinner in top-end restaurant: €50–75

Useful Websites
Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/dublin) 
Destination info, hotel bookings, great for 
planning.

Dublin Tourism (www.visitdublin.com) Official 
website of Dublin Tourism.

Totally Dublin (www.totallydublin.ie) Reviews 
and recommendations on restaurants, gigs 
and nightlife.

Advance Planning
One month before Book accommodation, 
especially in summer. Book tickets for bigger 
live gigs, especially touring musicians and 
comedians.

Two weeks before Secure accommodation 
in off-season. Book weekend performances 
for main theatres, and Friday or Saturday 
night reservations at top-end restaurants.

Three days before Book weekend tables at 
the trendiest or most popular restaurants.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know

Need to Know  1716

St Patrick’s 
Cathedral 
Ireland’s largest church 
was once the stomping 
ground of Jonathan 
Swift, who was dean at 
the cathedral during the 
18th century and who is 
buried here, along with 
his companion Stella.

Kilmainham Gaol 
This forbidding, austere 
Victorian prison played 
a key role in Ireland’s 
tempestuous and bloody 
struggle for independ-
ence...by playing unwel-
come host to many of its 
most significant figures, 
including the leaders of 
the 1916 Rising.

Dublin City Gallery 
– the Hugh Lane 
A magnificent Georgian 
pile that holds the city’s 
finest collection of mod-
ern and contemporary 
art. Its extra-special treat 
is the full-scale recon-
struction of Dublin-born 
Francis Bacon’s actual 
studio, imported from 
London.

National Gallery 
The high quality col-
lection of European art 
from the Middle Ages 
onwards is only bettered 
by the gallery’s excellent 
hoard of Irish paintings, 
including a whole room 
dedicated to Jack B Yeats.

Christ Church 
Cathedral 
Flying buttresses and 
notable tombs are the 
standout features of this 
hilltop cathedral, the 
oldest in Dublin. It was 
built by the Normans on 
the site of an even older 
Viking church.

Guinness 
Storehouse 
An old fermentation 
plant in the St James 
Gate Brewery has been 
converted into a seven-
storey museum devoted 
to Dublin’s most famous 
liquid product, a ubiq-
uitous symbol of Ireland 
throughout the world.
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that were built. Climb 
up the ramparts to the 
city’s oldest existing 
church, St Audoen’s. 
It was built around 
1190, and is not to 
be confused with the 
newer Catholic church 
next door.

4 Dvblinia
Leave the little park, 
join High St and head 
east until you reach 
the first corner. Here 
on your left is the 
former Synod Hall, 
now Dvblinia & the 
Viking World, where 

the original settlement 
has been interactively 
re-created.

5 The Two 
Cathedrals
Next to Dvblinia, 
Christ Church Ca-
thedral was the most 
important medieval 
church inside the medi-
eval walls; about 300m 
south along Clanbrassil 
St stands the most 
important church out-
side the city walls, St 
Patrick’s Cathedral.

6 Dublin Castle
Finally, follow our 
route up Bride, Wer-
burgh and Castle Sts, 
and finish up with a 
long wander around 
Dublin Castle, the for-
tification that defined 
and protected medieval 
Dublin.

2 The Walk
If you build a city out of wood and mud, there’s 
little chance it’ll survive through the ages. So it was 
with the original Viking settlement of Dublin, but if 
you look closely there are still vestiges of the city’s 
Norse past. The medieval city fared much better, 
mostly because stone was the primarily building 
block.

Start Essex Gate, Parliament St

Finish Dublin Castle

Length 2.5km; two hours

5 Take a Break
La Dolce Vita, on Cow’s Lane in Temple Bar, is a 
sensational Italian restaurant that also does great 
coffee. Next door is the lovely Queen of Tarts 
(www.queenoftarts.ie) cafe.

1 Essex Gate
Once a main entrance 
gate to the city, the only 
sign of Essex Gate is 
a bronze plaque where 
it stood. Further along, 
you can see the original 
foundations of Isolde’s 
Tower through a grill 
in the pavement, in 
front of the Czech Inn 
pub.

2 Brazen Head
Head north down to 
the river and proceed 
west along Merchant’s 
Quay. Opposite Father 
Mathew Bridge 
(built in 1818 on the 
spot that gave the city 
its Irish name, Baile 
Átha Cliath, or Town 
of the Hurdle Ford) is 
Dublin’s oldest pub, the 
Brazen Head (1198) 
– though the present 
building dates from 
a positively youthful 
1668.

3 St Audoen’s 
Church
Take the next left onto 
Cook St to examine St 
Audoen’s Arch (1240), 
the only remaining 
medieval gate of the 32 
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Viking & Medieval 
Dublin

Best Walks

 Viking & Medieval Dublin  131130

 Westbury (www.doyle 
collection.com)
Grafton St; a luxury 
hotel preferred by a luxury 
clientele.

 Number 31 (www.number 
31.ie) Former home of 
architect Sam Stephen-
son; luxury boutique 
hotel about 500m from St 
Stephen’s Green.

Arriving in 
Dublin
y Top Tip For the best 
way to get to your accom-
modation, see p17.

Dublin Airport
 Dublin’s international 

airport (%01-814 1111; www.
dublinairport.com) is 13km 
north of the city centre, 
with direct connections 
to most major European 
cities and about a dozen 
cities in North America.

 Aircoach (www.aircoach.
ie) Private coach with two 
routes to 18 destinations 
throughout city. Every 
10 to 15 minutes 6am to 
midnight; hourly midnight 
until 6am.

 Airlink Express Coach 
(%01-873 4222; www.dublin 
bus.ie; one way/return €6/3) 
Bus 747 runs every 10 to 

20 minutes from 5.45am 
to 11.30pm between the 
airport, central bus station 
(Busáras) and Upper 
O’Connell St. Bus 748 runs 
every 15 to 30 minutes 
from 6.50am to 10.05pm 
between the airport, and 
Heuston and Connolly 
stations.

 Taxi to city centre 
around €25, up to 45 
minutes. Taxis depart 
from outside the arrivals 
concourse.

Dublin Port
 The Dublin Port terminal 

is 3km northeast of the 
city centre and receives 
ferries from Wales and 
Liverpool.

 Buses from Busáras 
coincide with arrivals and 
departures from the  
Dublin Port terminal. 
Adult/child €2.50/1.25.

Dun Laoghaire
 The Dun Laoghaire 

ferry terminal is 13km 
southeast of the city 
and receives Stena Line 
ferries to/from Holyhead 
in Wales.

 DART trains run to 
Pearse Station (south 
Dublin) or Connolly (north 
Dublin) and take about 20 
minutes; one-way €2.80.

Getting 
Around
Bus
y Best For...getting 
around the whole city.

 Dublin Bus (%01-873 
4222; www.dublinbus.ie; 59 
Upper O’Connell St; h9am-
5.30pm Mon-Fri, to 2pm Sat; 
gall city centre) operates 
all city buses; see website 
for route details.

 Runs from around 6am 
(or 5.30am) to about 
11.30pm.

 Fares are calculated 
according to stages, 
from €1.65 (one to three 
stages) to €2.80 (more 
than 23 stages). City 
centre fares cost €1.65.

 Buses only take exact 
change or a Leap Card 
(www.leapcard.ie), available 
in most newsagents; 20% 
cheaper than cash fare.

 Nitelink late-night 
services (€5) run every 
20 minutes 12.30am to 
4.30am Friday and Satur-
day from the city centre; 
see www.dublinbus.ie for 
route details.

Tram
y Best For...avoiding  

author reviews and online 
booking.

Best Budget

 Avalon House (www.
avalon-house.ie) Comfy and 

minutes from Grafton St.

 Isaacs Hostel (www.
isaacs.ie) Best bunks in the 
city and close to central 
bus station (Busáras) and 
Connolly Station.

Best Midrange

 Radisson Blu Royal 
Hotel (www.radissonblu.ie/
royalhotel-dublin) Elegant and 
stylish business hotel near 
St Patrick’s Cathedral.

 Trinity Lodge (www.trinity 
lodge.com) Welcoming and 
comfortable B&B within 
view of Trinity College.

 Aberdeen Lodge (www.
aberdeen-lodge.com) Hospital-
ity at its best; in the posh 
suburb of Sandymount.

Best Top End

 Merrion (www.merrion 
hotel.com) Sophisticated 

the city’s best.

 High season (Jun–
mid-Sep) Weather at  
its best; accommodation 
rates at their highest 
(especially August).

 Shoulder (Easter–
end May, mid-Sep– 
end Oct) Weather often 
good, sun and rain in 

and often warm in  
September; summer 
crowds and accommoda-

 Low season  
(Nov–Feb) Fewer 
crowds; weather at its 
coldest and wettest; 
attractions operate as 
normal.

Before You Go

When to Go

Survival 
Guide

Book Your Stay
Useful Websites

 Dublin Tourism (www. 
visitdublin.com) Book 

directly through the  

 Lonely Planet (www.
lonelyplanet.com/ireland/ 
dublin) Recommended 
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Docklands (p000)
Contemporary 
architecture that is the 
result of development 
since the turn of the 
millennium.

Merrion Square & 
Around (p000)
Georgian squares and 
public buildings, plus 
the country's most 
important museum and 
gallery.
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Kilmainham & the 
Liberties (p000)
West of the city centre is 
a mix of old neighbour-
hoods, green spaces and 
Ireland's most famous 
brewery.

Top SightsE
Guinness Storehouse
St Patrick's Cathedral
Kilmainham Gaol

North of the Liffey 
(p000)
The city's grittier half is 
still full of top museums 
and grand Georgian 
architecture. 

Top SightsE
Dublin City Gallery –
the Hugh Lane

Temple Bar (p000)
The cobbled 'cultural 
quarter' is popular for 
nights out, but the 
weekend markets are 
also a highlight.

Top SightsE
Christ Church Cathedral

Grafton St & 
Around (p000)
The heartbeat of the city 
centre, packed with 
sights, restaurants and 
bars.

Top SightsE
Trinity College
Dublin Castle
Chester Beatty Library

Dublin
Neighbourhoods

Neighbourhoods  1918
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Stroll around St 
Stephen’s Green 

 Georgian architecture
 Urban greenery

When the sun burns 
through the cloud cover, 
virtually every blade of 
grass here is occupied 
by students, lovers, and 
workers on a break. Many 
a business meeting is 
conducted along the path-
ways of the park, which 
run by flower gardens, 
playgrounds and old 
bandstands.

Temple Bar’s 
Shopping Secrets 

 Local markets
 Fashion

Sure, Temple Bar is a 
visitor mecca, but there 
are gems to be found in 
between the less than 
authentic experiences. 

This is a neighbourhood 
pulsating with local trad-
ers and quality weekend 
markets that draw folks 
from all over.

Wander the Wilds of 
Phoenix Park 

 Green spaces
 Palladian architecture

The largest green lung 
in the city is a weekend 
playground for runners, 
cyclists and walkers, who 
share the park with one 
of the world’s oldest zoos, 
the residence of the Irish 
president, the home of the 
US ambassador and a herd 
of deer.

The Docklands’ 
Hidden Heritage 

 Contemporary architecture
 Water sports

Despite being designed 
and built to house the 
city’s blossoming financial 
sector, ‘Canary Dwarf’ 
has plenty of life outside 
of cutting deals and 
making money – among 
the eye-catching modern 
architecture can be found 
vestiges of Dublin’s 20th-
century history.

Dublin’s quite small, but it’s a lot more than just a collection of museums and big ticket 
attractions. To experience the city like a local, you’ll need to explore its green spaces 

Other great places 
to experience the 
city like a local: 

South William  
Street 

Merrion Square 

Temple Bar  

The gardens of  
Kilmainham 

Stoneybatter 

Poolbeg  
Lighthouse 

Dublin
Local Life

Local Life  1312

Attractions & 
Admission
Most attractions have a 
children’s admission fee 
usually for under-16s; 
those aged between 16 
and 18 can often benefit 
from a student price. 
Most attractions also 
offer a family ticket, 
which usually means 
two adults and two 
children under 16.

Resources
Parents with young 
children should check 
out www.eumom.
com. An excellent site 
about family-friendly 
accommodation is www.
babygoes2.com.

Check out Lonely 
Planet’s Travel with 
Children for informa-
tion and inspiration on 
how to make travelling 

with children as hassle-
free as possible.

Best Attractions 
for Kids
Dvblinia & the Viking 
World Interactive exhib-
its specifically designed 
for younger visitors. 

National Museum of 
Ireland – Archaeology 
Kids of a certain age 
go ga-ga over the bog 
bodies. 

Museum of Natural 
History Stuffed animals 
in the ‘Dead Zoo’? Sold. 

Ark Children’s Cultural 
Centre Fun, educational 
activities for kids aged 
three to 14. 

Dublin Zoo 400 animals 
from 100 different spe-
cies in one of Europe’s 
better zoos. 

Dolls Store Dolls and 
dollshouses of all kinds, 
and a doll hospital for 
‘sick’ teddies. 

Green Screening
Some of the city’s best-
known green spaces 
play summer host to 
open-air screenings or-
ganised by Happenings 
(www.happenings.ie) in 
association with Dublin 
City Council. Locations 
include Merrion and 
Fitzwilliam squares, 
the grounds of the Irish 
Museum of Modern 
Art in Kilmainham, 
and Herbert Park in 
Dublin 4. Tickets for 
the screenings, which 
take place on various 
dates between June 
and September, start 
at dusk and cost €5: 
bring warm clothes 
and a blanket. There’s 
usually food available 
to purchase, and all 

visitors are urged to 
leave no trace.

Best Parks & 
Gardens
St Stephen’s Green 
The city’s most popular 
park is always packed 
with folks looking to 
take advantage of good 
weather. 

Merrion Square The 
most elegant of Dublin’s 
free parks has beautiful 
lawns, delicate flower 
beds and a statue of 
Oscar Wilde (among  
others). 

Iveagh Gardens A little 
wilder and not as well 
known as the city’s 
other parks is this bit of 
countryside smack in the 
middle of the city. 

Phoenix Park The larg-
est non-wildlife enclosed 
park in Europe is huge – 
big enough to house the 
President, the American 
ambassador, the zoo and 
a herd of fallow deer. 

War Memorial Gardens 
Landscaped gardens and 
wilder patches as well as 
a monument by Edwin 
Lutyens. 

y Top Tips
 

years travel free on 
all public transport.

 Unaccompanied 
minors are not 
allowed in pubs; ac-
companied children 
can remain until 
9pm (10pm May to 
September).

 Most restaurants 
have high chairs. 
Some high-end 
or trendy eateries 
actively discourage 
children after 6pm.
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Kid-friendly? You bet. Dublin loves the little ‘uns, 
and will enthusiastically ooh and aah at the 
cuteness of your progeny. Alas, such admiration 
hasn’t fully translated into child services such 
as widespread and accessible baby-changing 
facilities.

For Kids
Best

y Top Tips
 All the public 

squares are open 
only during daylight 
hours.

 Phoenix Park is 
open 24 hours, but 
it’s not recommend-
ed after dusk unless 
you’re in a vehicle.
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Dublin’s collection of green spaces includes 
a handful of beautifully manicured Georgian 
squares, some lovely grassy patches along the 
river and even a couple of nice museum gardens. 
But they all pale in comparison to the Phoenix 
Park, Europe’s largest enclosed city park, which 
dominates the northwestern edge of the city and 
is a favourite weekend playground. All but one 
(Fitzwilliam Sq) are open to the public.

Parks & Gardens
Best

 Best For Kids  143142  Best Parks & Gardens

Banks 10am to 4pm 
Monday to Friday (to 5pm 
Thursday)

 9am to 5pm 
Monday to Friday

 9am to 6pm 
Monday to Friday, 9am to 
1pm Saturday

Pubs 10.30am to 
11.30pm Monday to 
Thursday, 10.30am to 
12.30am Friday and 
Saturday, noon to 11pm 
Sunday (30 minutes 
‘drinking up’ time al-
lowed). Pubs with bar ex-
tensions open to 2.30am 
Thursday to Saturday, 
pubs with theatre licences 
open to 3.30am; closed 
Christmas Day and Good 
Friday.

 Noon to 
10.30pm; many close one 
day a week.

Shops 9.30am to 6pm 
Monday to Saturday 
(until 8pm on Thursday 
and sometimes Friday, 
to 9pm for the bigger 
shopping centres and 
supermarkets), noon to 
6pm Sunday.

y Top Tip Order the Dub-
lin Pass online so you can 
use the Aircoach transfer 
when you land.

 Dublin Pass (www.
dublinpass.com) Adult/
child 1 day €39/21, 3 day 
€71/42 – free entry to 33 
attractions, discounts at 
20 others, guaranteed fast 
track entry to some of the 
busiest attractions and 
free Aircoach transfer to 
and from the airport.

  (www.
heritageireland.ie) Free  
access to all OPW-
managed sights in and 
around Dublin, such as 
Kilmainham Gaol.

 Dial %
police or ambulance.

 The euro (€), divided 
into 100 cents.

ATMs

 Automatic teller ma-
chines (often called cash-
points) are widespread.

 You can use Visa, 
MasterCard, Amex, Cir-
rus, Plus and Maestro to 
withdraw cash from ATMs 
belonging to most banks 
and building societies.

 Cash withdrawals from 
nonbank ATMs, usually 
found in shops, may be 
subject to a charge of 
between €1.50 and €3.

 Visa and MasterCard 
credit and debit cards are 
widely accepted.

 Smaller businesses 
prefer debit cards (and 
will charge a fee for credit 
cards).

 Nearly all credit and 
debit cards use the chip-
and-PIN system and an in-
creasing number of places 
will not accept cards that 
don’t have this.

 Best exchange rates are 
at banks, although bu-
reaux de change and other 

 The Luas (www.luas.
ie) light-rail system has 
two lines: the green line 

connects St Stephen’s 
Green with Sandyford in 
south Dublin via Ranelagh 
and Dundrum; the red 
line (every 20 minutes) 
runs from the Point 
Village to Tallaght via the 
north quays and Heuston 
Station.

 Ticket machines at every 
stop or buy a ticket from 
newsagents in the city 
centre; a typical short-hop 
fare (around four stops) 
is €2.

 Runs from 5.30am 
to 12.30am Monday to 
Friday, from 6.30am to 
12.30am Saturday and 
from 7am to 11.30pm 
Sunday.

y exploring 
coastal suburbs

 
 (DART; %01-

836 6222; www.irishrail.
ie) provides quick train 
access to the coast as far 
north as Howth (about 30 
minutes) and as far south 
as Greystones in County 
Wicklow.

 Every 10 to 20 minutes 
from around 6.30am 
to midnight Monday to 

Saturday. Less frequent on 
Sunday.

 One-way from Dublin to 
Dun Laoghaire or Howth 
costs €2.80; to Bray it’s 
€3.30.

y Exploring the 
city centre

  (www.dublin-
bikes.ie) is a pay-as-you go 
bike share scheme with 
more than 100 stations 
throughout the city. Buy 
a three-day ticket (€5) or 
annual pass (€20) online 
then log in with your PIN 
at any station to unlock a 

then €0.50 up to one hour, 
€1.50 up to two hours and 
so on.

 Bicycle lanes are marked 
rust-red but are intermit-
tent and are encroached 

 
infractions by cyclists are 

 Helmets and high viz 
clothing not compulsory; 
lights after dusk are.

 Dublin City Cycling 
(www.cycledublin.ie) is an 
excellent online resource.

y independ-
ence and parking fees.

 Although useful for 
day trips, a car in central 
Dublin is more a hindrance 

issue and parking is an 
expensive headache.

 Clamping of illegally 
parked cars is strictly en-
forced with an €80 charge 
for removal.

 All the major car hire 

in Dublin, including Avis 
(%01-605 7500; www.avis.ie; 
35 Old Kilmainham Rd; g23, 
25, 25A, 26, 68 or 69 from city 
centre),  (%01-837 
9611; 151 Lower Drumcondra 
Rd; g41 from O’Connell St), 

 (%01-709 3060; www.
hertz.com; 151 South Circular 
Rd; g9, 16, 77 & 79 from city 
centre) and  (%01-
648 5900; www.europcar.com; 
1 Mark St; gall city centre).

 Nova Car Hire (www.
novacarhire.com) acts as an 
agent for Alamo, Budget, 
European and National, 

-
counted rates.

The standard opening 
hours in relatively late-
rising Dublin:

230V/50Hz

Essential information   153152  Survival Guide

QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

 Neighbourhood s
What’s where

Essential Information
Including where to stay

The Best 
of  Dublin 
The city’s highlights
in handy lists to help 
you plan

Explore 
 Dublin 
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighbourhood  by 
 neighbourhood  

Best Walks
See the city on foot

 Dublin ’s Best…
The best experiences
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
self, wielding a machine
liberate this timber-pan
upholstered bar during W
the Ritz’s showpiece is a
photos taken by Papa an
martinis in town. Dress 
(www.ritzparis.com; Hôtel Rit
Vendôme, 1er; h6.30pm-2a

Kong
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Lonely Planet’s 
 Dublin 
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighbourhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real  Dublin .

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel 
information because Lonely 
Planet authors visit the places 
we write about, each and 
every edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
j Tram
d Train
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Explore
 Dublin  21

Worth a Trip:
Wander the Wilds of Phoenix Park .....98

Merrion Square & Around

Grafton Street & Around

Temple Bar

Kilmainham & 
the Liberties

North of the Liffey

Docklands

52
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82

100

116
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Welcome to 
Dublin

 Dublin is one of Europe’s friendliest and most enticing 
capitals – a drizzly dream that has captured the 
imaginations of virtually all who walk its mottled streets. 
It’s a city rich in history and heritage but is equally 
devoted to more hedonistic endeavours: spend a 
couple of days or nights here and you’ll soon realise 
that Dubliners are in deadly earnest about having fun.

QuickStart 
Guide 

7
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