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In This Book

For more information,
see Survival Guide (p105)

Currency  
 Euro (€)

Language
 Spanish, Catalan

Visas 
 Generally not required for stays of up to 
90 days (not at all for members of EU or 

Schengen countries). Some nationalities 
need a Schengen visa.

Money
 ATMs widely available. Credit cards 

accepted in most hotels, restaurants and 
shops.

Mobile Phones   
 Local SIM cards can be used in unlocked 

European and Australian phones. Other 
phones must be set to roaming.

Time 
 Western European Time (GMT/UTC 

plus one hour, or plus two hours during 
daylight savings).

Plugs & Adaptors 
 Plugs have two round pins; the standard 

electrical current is 220V.

Tipping 
 Small change (€1 per person in restaurants) 

and rounding up (in taxis) is usually su   cient.

Arriving in 
Barcelona 

 Most visitors arrive at Aeroport del Prat 
(www.aena.es), 12km southwest of the city. 
Some carriers land at Aeroport de Girona–
Costa Brava (www.girona-airport.net), 90km 
north of Barcelona. The main train station is 
Estació de Sants, 2.5km west of La Rambla.

A From Aeroport del Prat
Destination Best Transport
 Barri Gòtic A1 Aerobús; 

Metro (line 3)

El Raval A1 Aerobús; 
Metro (line 3)

La Ribera A1 Aerobús; 
Metro (lines 1, 4)

Barceloneta A1 Aerobús; 
Metro (lines 1, 4)

L’Eixample R2 Nord Train

A From Aeroport de Girona–
Costa Brava

Destination Best Transport
 Barri Gòtic Barcelona Bus; 

Metro (lines 1, 3)

El Raval Barcelona Bus; 
Metro (lines 1, 3)

La Ribera Barcelona Bus

Barceloneta Barcelona Bus; 
Metro (lines 1, 4)

L’Eixample Barcelona Bus; 
Metro (lines 1, 3)

A At the Airports
 Aeroport del Prat Terminal 1 and 2 arrivals 
halls have ATMs and tourist information.

Aeroport de Girona–Costa Brava The 
baggage-claim and arrivals halls have ATMs.

Getting Around
 Barcelona has an efficient and comprehen-
sive public transport system. Apart from 
getting into town from the airport, the metro 
(www.tmb.net) is the best way for getting 
around town. For some outlying areas, the 
metro is supplemented by the FGC (www.
fgc.net) suburban rail network. Conveniently, 
both operate under the same ticketing sys-
tem (as do city buses); it works out cheaper 
to purchase the 10-trip T-10 ticket (€10.30) 
rather than buying individual tickets.

m Metro
 Eight colour-coded metro lines criss-cross 
central Barcelona. Metro stations circle the 
old city (the Barri Gòtic, El Raval and La 
Ribera), and the metro leaves you on the 
perimeter of Barceloneta. There are also 
stations all across L’Eixample.

L FGC
 The suburban rail network is particularly use-
ful for Pedralbes, Sarrià and Gràcia. Stations 
in the town centre include Passeig de Gràcia 
and Plaça de Catalunya.

U Funicular
 A funicular railway (part of the metro) con-
nects Paral·lel metro station to the stations 
up the hill in Montjuïc; these additional 
stations are part of the Telefèric de Montjuïc, 
require separate tickets, and carry you to the 
summit. The Teleférico del Puerto (cable car) 
connects Barceloneta with Montjuïc.

K Taxi
 Taxis can be hailed on the street or you can 
call for one. Taking a cab across town can be 
convenient outside peak traffic times.

H Bicycle
 Barcelona has over 180km of bike lanes. 
The city has numerous bike-hire outlets, but 
note that the red ‘Bicing’ bikes are for local 
residents only.

Your Daily Budget 
 Budget less than €60 

  Dorm bed €17–28

  Set lunch from €10

  Bicycle hire per hour €5

Midrange €60–200 
  Standard double room €80–140

  Two-course dinner with wine for two €50

  Walking and guided tours €15–25

Top End more than €200 
  Double room in boutique and luxury hotels 

€200 and up

  Multicourse meal at top restaurants per 
person €80

  Concert tickets to Palau de la Música 
Catalana around €50

Useful Websites 
   Miniguide (www.miniguide.es) Restaurants 

and bars, upcoming events and theatre reviews.

  Barcelona Metropolitan (www.barcelona-
metropolitan.com) New restaurant openings, 
nightlife reviews and city profiles.

  Barcelona Turisme (www.barcelona
turisme.com) City’s official tourism website.

  Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/
barcelona) Destination information, hotel 
bookings, traveller forum and more.

Advance Planning
 Three months before Book hotel and 
reserve a table at a top restaurant.

One month before Check out reviews for 
theatre and live music and book tickets.

One week before Browse the latest 
nightlife listings, art exhibitions and other 
events to attend while in town.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know
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Don’t Miss
 La Font de Canaletes
 From Plaça de Catalunya, La Rambla unfurls 
down the hill to the southeast. Its first manifesta-
tion, La Rambla de Canaletes, is named after the 
pretty 19th-century, wrought-iron fountain La 
Font de Canaletes. Local legend has it that anyone 
who drinks from its waters will return to Barcelo-
na. More prosaically, delirious football fans gather 
here to celebrate whenever FC Barcelona wins.

 Església de Betlem
 A little further to the southeast, the early 18th-
century  Església de Betlem (%93 318 38 23; www.
mdbetlem.net; Carrer d’en Xuclà 2; h8.30am-1.30pm & 
6-9pm; mLiceu) was once the most splendid of 
Barcelona’s few baroque offerings. Its exterior 
still makes a powerful impression, but arsonists 
destroyed much of the interior at the outset of the 
Spanish Civil War in 1936. Approaching Christ-
mas, check out the pessebres (nativity scenes).

Flower Stalls 
 La Rambla’s assault on the senses continues 
along La Rambla de Sant Josep (named after a 
now-nonexistent monastery), which extends from 
Carrer de la Portaferrissa to Plaça de la Boqueria. 
For much of its length, La Rambla de les Flors (as 
it is popularly known) is lined with flower stalls, 
assailing passers-by with heady fragrances to ac-
company the gathering clamour.

 Palau de la Virreina
 The Palau de la Virreina is a grand 18th-century 
rococo mansion set back ever so slightly from La 
Rambla’s western border. It houses the  Centre de 
la Imatge (%93 316 10 00; www.ajuntament.barcelona.
cat/lavirreina), an avant-garde exhibition space 
with rotating shows that focus on cutting-edge 
photography.

y Top Tips
  Keep a close eye on 

your belongings at all 
times – pickpockets 
love La Rambla as much 
as tourists do.

 Take an early-morning 
stroll and another late 
at night to sample La 
Rambla’s many moods.

 Unless you’re pre-
pared to pay up to €10 
for a beer, avoid the 
outdoor tables along the 
main thoroughfare.

 The balconies of the 
Museu de l’Eròtica have 
marvellous views of the 
Mercat de la Boqueria’s 
entrance.

5 Take a Break
 For a proper sit-down 
meal, your best nearby 
bet is at one of the 
many restaurants ring-
ing Plaça Reial (p34).

The best spot for 
breakfast – or coffee at 
any time of day – is the 
  Café de l’Òpera (%93 
317 75 85; www.cafeopera
bcn.com; La Rambla 74; 
h8.30am-2.30am; W; 
mLiceu).

 Everyone walks La Rambla during a Barcelona 
stay. In just a 1.25km strip you’ll encounter food 
stalls, flower stands, street performers, grand 
public buildings, a pungent produce market, 
pickpockets, prostitutes and a veritable United 
Nations of passers-by. More than anywhere else 
this is where the city’s passion for life as perfor-
mance finds daily expression, as a relentless tide 
of people courses down towards the Mediter-
ranean in a beguiling counterpoint to the static 
charms of Gaudí’s architectural treasures.

 Map p32, B5

mCatalunya, Liceu, or
Drassanes
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La Rambla
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La Catedral (p28)
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northwest to the Barri 
Gòtic. Pass the rem-
nants of Roman walls, 
and continue onto the 
Gothic centrepiece of 
Barcelona’s oldest quar-
ter, La Catedral (p28 ), 
which is at once both 
sombre and a gilded 
study in excess.

4 Plaça de Sant 
Josep Oriol
 Plaça de Sant Josep 
Oriol is one of the most 
charming squares of the 
Barri Gòtic. Església 
de Santa Maria del Pi 
(p34 ) looms overhead, 
while old shops and 
bars front the plaza. 

Outdoor tables make a 
fine setting for a bite or 
a drink.

5 Plaça Reial
 More lanes lead 
through the heart of the 
old city to the grand-
est of old Barcelona’s 
squares, Plaça Reial 
(p34 ), which is ringed 
by bars and eateries. 
Don’t miss the wild 
lamp posts of early 
Gaudí vintage.

6 La Rambla
 Cutting through old 
Barcelona, La Rambla 
(p24 ) transports a 

river of people from 
L’Eixample to the sea. 
Walk northwest through 
this tide of people and 
performers before 
launching off its west-
ern shore into El Raval.

7 MACBA
 Cutting-edge galler-
ies are a speciality in 
Barcelona, and the 
MACBA (p51 ) is one 
of the finest. Fusing 
a modern collection, 
stunning contempo-
rary architecture and 
the shell of an ancient 
monastery, this place 
is Barcelona in one 
integrated whole.

2 The Walk
 The triptych of the Barri Gòtic, La Ribera and El 
Raval is where Barcelona was born. The Barri Gòtic 
is the old city’s heart and soul, while El Raval is a 
vibrant mix of vintage storefronts and immigrant 
arrivistes. La Ribera, with El Born, is quintessential 
Barcelona – an icon of cool, but home to attrac-
tions of more enduring legacy. This walk takes 
you through these areas, past fabulous museums, 
monuments to antiquity, intimate squares and 
along the irresistible La Rambla.

Start Museu Picasso; m Jaume I

Finish MACBA; m Universitat

Length 2.5km; two hours

5 Take a Break
 Art deco and bohemian, Cafè de L’Òpera (p25 ) 
has had a front-row seat on La Rambla since 1929 
and is the perfect old-city rest stop.

1 Museu Picasso
 The Museu Picasso 
(p58 ) is best visited 
early in the morning, 
making it the ideal 
place to begin your 
walk. Apart from the 
early Picasso paintings 
that so distinguish this 
museum, the medieval 
mansions that make up 
the gallery have been 
beautifully preserved.

2 Basílica de 
Santa Maria del 
Mar
 Carrer de Montcada, a 
typical old-city lane – 
narrow, boisterous and 
leading somewhere in-
teresting – passes some 
fine tapas bars, then 
emerges at the lovely, 
shaded Passeig del Born 
(on your left) with the 
Basílica de Santa 
Maria del Mar (p62 ) 
on your right. A pin-
nacle of Catalan Gothic, 
this church is all grace, 
light and elegance 
within.

3 La Catedral
 Out the church’s 
southwest door, Plaça 
de Santa Maria del 
Mar is a lovely little 
square, from which 
pedestrianised Carrer 
de l’Argenteria leads 
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between 7am and 9.30am, 
and 5pm and 8.30pm). On 
weekends, holidays, and 
during July and August, 
there are no restrictions.

Bus 
 y Best for… Night trips.

   Transports Metro-
politans de Barcelona 
(TMB; %93 298 70 00; www.
tmb.net) buses run from 
5am or 6am to as late 
as 11pm, depending on 
the line. Many routes 
pass through Plaça de 
Catalunya and/or Plaça 
de la Universitat.

 After 11pm a reduced 
network of yellow nitbu-
sos (night buses) runs 
until 3am or 5am. All nit-
bus routes pass through 
Plaça de Catalunya and 
most run every 30 to 45 
minutes. Single tickets 
cost €2.15 and can be 
purchased on the bus.

FGC 
 y Best for… Trips from 
Plaça de Catalunya to 
scattered attractions such 
as Tibidabo, Sarrià and 
Pedralbes.

  The FGC (www.fgc.net) 
suburban rail network 
goes numerous places 
that the metro doesn’t. 
It operates on a similar 
schedule and a one-way 
ticket costs €2.15.

Cable Cars 
 y Best for… Getting to 
and around Montjuïc.

  Cable cars connect 
Barceloneta and Poble 
Sec with Montjuïc.

 The  Teleférico del 
Puerto (Map p123; www.
telefericodebarcelona.com; 
Passeig Escullera; one way/
return €11/16.50; h11am-7pm 
Mar-Oct, to 5.30pm Nov-Feb; 
g17, 39, 64, mBarceloneta) 
service runs from the 
Torre de Sant Sebastià (in 
Barceloneta) to Miramar 
(on Montjuïc).

 The funicular railway 
runs from the Paral·lel 
metro stop to the Estació 
Parc Montjuïc and is part 
of the metro ticketing 
system.

 The  Telefèric de 
Montjuïc (www.teleferic
demontjuic.cat; Av de Miramar 
30; adult/child one way 
€8/6.20; h10am-9pm Jun-
Sep, to 7pm Oct-May; g55, 
150) runs from the Estació 
Parc Montjuïc to the 
Castell de Montjuïc at the 
summit of Montjuïc.

Metro 
 y Best for… Getting just 
about anywhere in the 
city, with an extensive 
network of lines and sta-
tions throughout the city. 
Exceptions include travel 
to Montjuïc and Sarrià.

   Transports Metro-
politans de Barcelona 
(TMB; %93 298 70 00; www.
tmb.net) runs the metro 
system with eight colour-
coded lines.

 Single tickets, good for 
one journey no matter 
how many changes you 
have to make, cost €2.15 
and can be bought at 
metro stations.

 Save money by buying 
a Targeta T-10 (€10.30) 
– allowing 10 rides (each 
valid for 1¼ hours) on the 
metro, buses and FGC 
trains.

 The metro operates 
from 5am to midnight 
Sunday to Thursday, from 
5am to 2am on Friday, 
and all night Saturday.

Taxi 
 y Top Tip Best for… 
Quick trips across town 
(outside peak hour) and 
for late-night travel.

  Taxis are reasonably 
priced and charges are 
posted on passenger-side 
windows inside.

 You can call a taxi or 
 ag one down in the 

street. Reliable operators 
include  Fonotaxi (%93 
300 11 00) and  Radio Taxi 
033 (%93 303 30 33; http://
radiotaxi033.com).

Arriving in 
Barcelona 
 y Top Tip For the best 
way to get to your accom-
modation, see p 123.

Aeroport del Prat 
 Barcelona’s  El Prat 
Airport (%902 404704; 
www.aena.es) lies 17km 
southwest of Plaça de 
Catalunya at El Prat de 
Llobregat. The airport 
has two main terminal 
buildings: the new T1 
terminal and the older 
T2, itself divided into 
three terminal areas (A, B 
and C). The main  tourist 
office (h8.30am-8.30pm) 
is on the ground floor of 
Terminal 2B. Other offices 
on the ground floor of Ter-
minal 2A and in Terminal 1 
operate the same hours.

 The  A1 Aerobús (%902 
100104; www.aerobusbcn.
com; one way/return 
€5.90/10.20; h6am-1am) 
runs from Terminal 1 to 
Plaça de Catalunya (30 
to 40 minutes depend-
ing on tra   c) via Plaça 
d’Espanya, Gran Via de 
les Corts Catalanes and 
Plaça de la Universitat 
every  ve to 10 minutes 
from 6.10am to 1.05am.

 The R2 Nord train (one-
way €4.50; from 5.42am 

to 11.38pm) leaves every 
half-hour from the airport 
via several stops to Barce-
lona’s main train station, 
Estació de Sants (20 
minutes) and Passeig de 
Gràcia (25 to 30 minutes) 
in central Barcelona. The 
airport railway station is 
about a  ve-minute walk 
from Terminal 2.

 A taxi to the centre 
(around 30 minutes, de-
pending on tra   c) costs 
€25 to €30.

Aeroport de 
Girona–Costa 
Brava
  Girona–Costa Brava 
Airport (www.girona-airport.
net) is 12km south of Gi-
rona and 92km northeast 
of Barcelona. You’ll  nd a 
tourist o   ce, ATMs and 
lost-luggage desks on the 
ground  oor.

  Sagalés (%902 130014; 
www.sagales.com) runs the 
Barcelona Bus (www.
barcelonabus.com) 
service between Girona 
airport and Estació del 
Nord bus station in Bar-
celona (one-way/return 
€16/25, 75 minutes).

Aeroport de Reus
  Reus Airport (%902 
404704; www.aena.es) is 
13km west of Tarragona 

and 108km southwest of 
Barcelona. The tourist 
o   ce and lost-luggage 
desks are in the main 
terminal building.

  Hispano-Igualadina 
(%93 339 73 29; www.
igualadina.com; Carrer de 
Viriat; mEstació Sants) bus 
services run between 
Reus airport and Estació 
d’Autobusos de Sants to 
meet  ights (90 minutes, 
one-way €16, 1½ hours).

Getting 
Around

Bicycle 
 y Best for... Scenic 
seaside rides.

  Barcelona has over 
180km of bike lanes.

 A waterfront path runs 
northeast from Barcelo-
neta to Port Olímpic and 
onwards to Riu Besòs.

 There are numerous 
places to hire bikes, 
particularly in the Barri 
Gòtic and La Ribera. Note 
that the red ‘Bicing’ hire 
bikes are available for 
Barcelona residents only.

 You can transport your 
bicycle on the metro 
on weekdays (except 

 Getting Around  181180  Survival Guide

Park
Güell

Museu Nacional
d'Art de Catalunya

La Sagrada
Família

La Pedrera

Casa
Batlló

La Rambla

Mercat de
la Boqueria

Fundació
Joan
Miró

Camp Nou &
the Camp Nou

Experience La Catedral

Basílica de Santa
Maria del Mar

Museu
Picasso

La Rambla & Barri 
Gòtic (p22)
Barcelona’s old quarter 
combines famous La 
Rambla with narrow 
medieval streets and 
monumental buildings.

Top Sights1
La Rambla
La Catedral

El Raval (p44)
The former port district 
includes a fabulous 
market, bars and 
restaurants, stunning art 
galleries and an unlikely 
Gaudí confection.

Top Sights1
Mercat de la Boqueria

La Ribera & Parc de 
la Ciutadella (p56)
La Ribera has a 
wonderful market, 
splendid architecture, 
plus El Born district – 
Barcelona’s byword 
for cool.

Top Sights1
Museu Picasso
Basílica de Santa Maria 
del Mar

Barceloneta & the 
Beaches (p76)
Barcelona as it once was 
with an age-old culture 
of fishing, and an 
altogether shinier new 
beach culture.

Passeig de Gràcia & 
L’Eixample (p88)
Explore Modernista 
treasures, outstanding 
bars and restaurants, 
and a shopper’s 
paradise to rival Paris.

Top Sights1
La Pedrera
Casa Batlló

Montjuïc, Poble Sec & 
Sant Antoni (p116)
Montjuïc is home to 
museums,  a castle and 
Olympic relics. Poble 
Sec and Sant Antoni are 
foodie havens.

Top Sights1
Museu Nacional d’Art de 
Catalunya
Fundació Joan Miró

Camp Nou, 
Pedralbes & Sarrià 
(p134)
Home to FC Barcelona, a 
14th-century monastery, 
and Sarrià, Barcelona’s 
loveliest village.

Top Sights1
Camp Nou & the Camp 
Nou Experience

Worth a Trip
Top Sights1

La Sagrada Família (p108)
Park Güell (p114)

Worth a Trip
Local Lifel

Village Life in Gràcia 
(p112)

 Barcelona 
Neighbourhoods

Neighbourhoods  1918

Insider tips to help you  nd the real cityInsider tips to help you  nd the real city

Platja de la Barceloneta (p79)
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stage to the city’s top 
fashion boutiques. But 
L’Eixample’s genius is 
to throw up a whole 
culture of shopping, with 
the greatest affections 
reserved for local names 
in design, furniture and 
high-quality foodstuffs.

Village Life in 
Gràcia (p112)

  Old-style plazas
 Markets & bars

Though on the cusp of 
downtown, Gràcia feels 
like a world removed 
from the big-city bustle. 
Narrow lanes, peaceful 
plazas and a tightly knit 
neighbourhood vibe 
lends the whole place a 
village-like feel. You’ll 
find a vibrant mix of old 
and new, with old-

fashioned markets, 
bars and restaurants 
alongside a new wave 
of designer boutiques 
and creative tapas bars. 
Gràcia is diverse and 
offbeat – just how the 
locals like it.

Nightlife in Sant 
Antoni & Poble Sec 
(p124)

  Terrace bars
 Tapas

Just below the looming 
mountain of Montjuïc, 
the pedestrian lanes 
of Poble Sec are dotted 
with tapas joints and 
bohemian drinking 
dens. The action contin-
ues across wide Av del 
Paral·lel, in Sant Antoni, 
with outdoor cafes and 
creative tapas bars.

A Barri Gòtic 
Sunday (p30)

  Local markets
 Traditional dance

In the most heavily 
visited part of the city, 
locals reclaim their bar-
rio (neighbourhood) on 
Sundays. Join them at a 
mass in the 14th-century 
church where Gaudí was 
once arrested, then enjoy 
back-to-basics markets, 
visit icons of Catalan 
power and discover time-
less local eating haunts.

Revelling in El Raval 
(p48)

  Bastions of tradition
 Gritty streets

El Raval is Barcelona’s 
most diverse neighbour-
hood, at once stylish and 
slightly louche in the 

manner of port cities 
down through the cen-
turies. From the refined 
to the bohemian, it’s a 
journey through cultures 
and countercultures with 
detours to ageless Catalan 
classics en route.

Tapas & Bar-
Hopping in El Born 
(p64)

  Tapas bars
 Nightlife

So much of life in Barce-
lona as the locals experi-
ence it revolves around 
food, and El Born, a tight 
tangle of medieval streets 
near La Ribera’s southern 
edge, is one of the best 
(and prettiest) places in 
town to go out for tapas 
and drinks.

Barceloneta Sea & 
Seafood (p78)

  Fish restaurants
 Beaches

A bulwark of busy bars 
and fish restaurants 
where old-style cooking 
prevails, the former 
fisherfolk district of 
Barceloneta has held 
fast to its traditions. But 
the shiny new Barcelona 
has grabbed hold of the 
surrounding beaches and 
marinas. These are two 
very different worlds in 
one city.

Shopping in the 
Quadrat d’Or (p94)

  Designer boutiques
 Gourmet shops

One of Europe’s grand 
shopping boulevards, 
Passeig de Gràcia is 

 If you’re eager to experience Barcelona rather than merely tick o   its iconic sights, 
we’ll show you how the locals experience their city – vintage-  lled tapas bars and  ea 
markets, Catalan traditional dances and local drinking holes that haven’t changed in 
decades.  Other great places 

to experience the 
city like a local: 

Barri Gòtic cafes 
(p40 )

Antic Hospital de la 
Santa Creu (p51 )

Beach bars (p86) 

Parc de la Ciutadella 
(p68 )

Speakeasy (p102 )

Filmoteca de 
Catalunya (p55 )

Passadís del Pep 
(p70 )

Carrer de Blai (p132)

Sarrià (p139 ) 

Aire de Barcelona 
(p74 )
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Can Culleretes The 
city’s oldest restaurant, 
with great-value tradi-
tional dishes. (p31 )

Best Seafood
Passadís del Pep 
Well-kept local secret for 
the freshest seafood in 
Barcelona. (p70 )

La Cova Fumada Bus-
tling down-at-the-heels 
eatery serving mag-
nificent sea-centric small 
plates in Barceloneta. 
(p79 )

Barraca Mouth-watering 
paellas and rice dishes 
at this seafront favourite. 
(p86 )

Can Maño Humble look-
ing tavern that serves 
excellent seafood at af-
fordable prices. (p86 )

Best New Wave
Disfrutar A new and 
avant-garde addition 
that has rapidly become 
Barcelona’s most talked-
about restaurant. (p104 )

Cinc Sentits Michelin- 
starred and a laboratory 
for creative cookery. 
(p104 )

Pla Old-style setting, 
new-style taste combina-
tions with discernible 
roots in local traditions. 
(p38 )

Tickets The celebrated 
restaurant of Albert 
Adrià, showcasing Barce-
lona’s best nueva cocina 
española. (p132 )

Best Vegetarian
Flax & Kale Delectable, 
colourful salads and a 
truly creative approach. 
(p52 )

Rasoterra Creative 
vegetarian dishes with a 
wide range of European 
and Eastern influences. 
(p36 )

Amaltea A much-loved 
meat-free eatery in 
L’Eixample. (p101 )

Best International
Koy Shunka Dine at the 
wraparound counter and 
watch the master sushi 
chefs prepare morsels of 
perfection. (p38 )

El Atril Aussie-influenced 
menu (including kanga-
roo fillet) and outdoor 
dining. (p70 )

Bangkok Cafe Hands 
down Barcelona’s best 
Southeast Asian cooking. 
(p141 )

Casa Delfín Delicious 
Mediterranean fare 
served in an atmospheric 
setting. (p71 )

Best Desserts
Foix De Sarrià Selling 
delicate and delightful 
cakes and sweets since 
1886. (p140 )

Caelum Dine on sweet 
perfection in the pleasant 
cafe, or head downstairs 
for medieval atmosphere. 
(p40 )

 Best Traditional 
Catalan
Cafè de l’Acadèmia Su-
perb Catalan gastronomy 
in an enchanting Barri 
Gòtic setting. (p36 )

Suculent High-quality 
traditional recipes from 
culinary superstar Carles 
Abellan. (p53 )

Mam i Teca Catalan 
cooking done right in El 
Raval. (p52 )

Casa Calvet A memo-
rable feast dining in a 
Gaudí building. (p104 )

Vivanda Magnificent 
Catalan cooking with 
year-round dining in the 
garden. (p140 )

La Vinateria del Call 
Romantic medieval set-
ting for decadent tradi-
tional recipes. (p35 )

Restaurants 
Best

 Barcelona is one of Europe’s richest culinary 
capitals and there are few corners of the city 
where you can’t  nd highly regarded cuisine. 
Traditional Catalan is the mainstay, but there are 
also ultramodern designer temples to gastro-
nomic experimentation and places serving 
dishes from the rest of Spain.

New Wave Catalan 
 Avant-garde chefs have made Catalonia famous 
throughout the world for their food laboratories, 
their commitment to food as art and their crazy 
riffs on the themes of traditional local cooking. 
Here the notion of gourmet cuisine is deconstruct-
ed as chefs transform liquids into foams, create 
‘ice cream’ of classic ingredients, freeze-dry foods 
to make concentrated powder versions and employ 
spherification to produce artful concoctions.

Traditional Catalan 
 Traditional Catalan recipes showcase the great pro-
duce of the Mediterranean: fish, prawns, cuttlefish, 
clams, pork, rabbit, game, olive oil and loads of 
garlic. Classic dishes also feature unusual pairings 
such as cuttlefish with chickpeas, cured pork with 
caviar, rabbit with prawns or goose with pears.

Seafood
 There is a wealth of restaurants specialising in sea-
food. Not surprisingly, Barceloneta, which lies near 
the sea, is packed with eateries of all shapes and 
sizes doling out decadent paellas and deliciously 
grilled catch of the day. A few classic dishes to look 
out for include arròs a la marinera (seafood rice), 
fideuà (a vermicelli noodle variant of paella), suquet 
(fish stew) and bollabessa de peix i marisc (fish and 
seafood bouillabaisse).

Worth a 
Trip

 Northwest of 
Barceloneta in 
Poblenou,   Can 
Recasens (%93 
300 81 23; Rambla del 
Poblenou 102; mains 
€7-15; h9pm-1am 
Mon-Sat & 1-4pm Sat; 
mPoblenou) hides a 
warren of warmly 
lit rooms full of oil 
paintings and fairy 
lights. The food is 
outstanding, with a 
mix of salads, fon-
dues, smoked meats, 
cheeses and open-
faced sandwiches 
piled high with 
delicacies like wild 
mushrooms and 
brie or escalivada 
(grilled vegetables) 
and Gruyère.
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Easter Monday Late 
March/April

Labour Day 1 May

Dilluns de Pasqua 
Grande (day after Pente-
cost Sunday) May/June

Feast of St John the 
Baptist 24 June

Feast of the Assumption 
15 August

Catalonia’s National 
Day 11 September

Festes de la Mercè 24 
September

Spain’s National Day 12 
October

All Saints’ Day 
1 November

Constitution Day 6 
December

Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception 8 December

Christmas Day 25 
December

St Stephen’s Day (Box-
ing Day) 26 December

Safe Travel 
 Petty crime and theft, 
with tourists the prey of 
choice, is a problem in 
Barcelona, although most 
visitors encounter few 
problems. Take particular 
care on airport trains, the 
metro (especially around 
stops popular with tour-
ists) and La Rambla.

Telephone 
 Mobile Phones   

 Local SIM cards are 
widely available and can 
be used in European and 
Australian mobile phones.

 US travellers will need 
to set their phones to 
roaming, or buy a local 
mobile and SIM card.

 Phone Codes  

Country code %34

International access 
code %00

Toilets  
 There are few public toi-
lets in Barcelona, and ca-
fes and bars are your best 

bet when in need. Make 
sure your chosen bar 
actually has a toilet before 
committing yourself.

Tourist Information 
 The Turisme de Barcelona 
(www.barcelonaturisme.
com) has offices around 
the city:

 Plaça de Catalunya (Map 
p 123; %93 285 38 34; Plaça 
de Catalunya 17; h9.30am-
9.30pm; mCatalunya) Main 
o   ce.

 Barri Gòtic (Map p123 ; 
%93 285 38 32; Carrer de la 
Ciutat 2; h8.30am-8.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 9am-7pm Sat, 
9am-2pm Sun & holidays; 
mJaume I) 

Essential 
Information

Business Hours  
 y Smaller shops in 
Barcelona close for an 
extended siesta, typi-
cally between 2pm and 
4.30pm or 5pm.

 Banks 8.30am-2pm Mon-
Fri; some also 4-7pm Thu 
and 9am-1pm Sat

Central Post O   ces 
8.30am-9.30pm Mon-Fri, 
8.30am-2pm Sat

Restaurants lunch 1-4pm, 
dinner 8pm-midnight

Shops 10am-2pm and 
4.30-7.30pm or 5-8pm

Discount Cards  
 y Top Tip A great deal 
for culture lovers, Articket 
BCN (p52) gives admis-
sion to six museums for 
€30.
 The following cards 
(except student cards) 
are available at tourist 
offices:

 ArqueoTicket ( €13 
per person) Entry to 
four museums (Museu 
d’Història de Barcelona, 
Museu d’Arqueologia de 
Catalunya, Museu Egipci 
and Born Centre de 
Cultura i Memòria).

 Barcelona Card (www.
barcelonacard.com; 
2/3/5 days €35/45/60) 
Free transport (and 20% 
o   the Aerobús) and dis-
counted admission (up to 
30% o  ) or free entry to 
many sights. Cheaper if 
you book online, and kids’ 
versions are available.

 Ruta del Modernisme 
(www.rutadelmodern-
isme.com; €12) Discounts 
at Barcelona’s main 
Modernista sights.

 Student Cards Dis-
counts of up to 50% at 
many sights.

Electricity  

Emergency  
 Ambulance  %061

EU Standard Emergency 
Number %112

Fire  %080 or %085

Police  (Mossos 
d’Esquadra) %088

Money 
 The Spanish currency is 
the euro (€), divided into 
100 cents.

 ATMs  Widely available; 
there is usually a charge 
on ATM cash withdrawals 
abroad.

 Cash Banks and 
building societies o  er 
the best rates; take your 
passport for ID.

 Credit & Debit Cards   
Accepted in most hotels, 
restaurants and shops. 
May need to show 
passport or an alternative 
photo ID.

Public Holidays  
 Many shops will be closed 
and many attractions 
operate on reduced hours 
on the following dates:

New Year’s Day 1 January

Epiphany 6 January

Good Friday Late March/
April

220V/230V/50Hz

Dos & Don’ts 
 Eating and drinking Waiters won’t expect 
you to thank them every time they bring you 
something, but they will expect you to keep your 
cutlery between courses in more casual restau-
rants and bars.

Escalators Always stand on the right to let 
people pass, especially when using the metro.

Greetings Catalans, like other Spaniards, usually 
greet friends and strangers alike with a kiss on 
both cheeks, although two males rarely do this. 
Foreigners may be excused.

Visiting churches It is considered disrespectful 
to visit churches as a tourist during Mass and 
other worship services. Taking photos at such 
times is a de  nite no-no.
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Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

 Neighbourhood s
What’s where

Essential Information
Including where to stay

QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

The Best 
of  Barcelona 
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
 Barcelona 
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighbourhood  by 
 neighbourhood  

Best Walks
See the city on foot

 Barcelona ’s Best…
The best experiences
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Lonely Planet’s
 Barcelona 
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighbourhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real  Barcelona .

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection

c Family-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
j Tram
d Train

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
self, wielding a machine
liberate this timber-pan
upholstered bar during W
the Ritz’s showpiece is a
photos taken by Papa an
martinis in town. Dress 
(www.ritzparis.com; Hôtel Rit
Vendôme, 1er; h6.30pm-2a

Kong
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Welcome to 
Barcelona

 One of the world’s most captivating cities, Barcelona is a 
whirlwind of madcap Modernista architecture, sun-kissed 
beaches and lamplit medieval lanes hiding brilliantly crea-
tive dining and drinking dens. The storied Catalan capital 
has a treasure chest of historical and artistic riches, from 
ancient Roman ruins to Picasso-filled galleries. Soaring 
Gothic cathedrals, roaring FC Barcelona matches and late 
nights in vintage cocktail bars – are just a few of the many 
experiences awaiting in Barcelona.

QuickStart 
Guide 

7
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 La Sagrada Família (p108)
 A temple as much to originality in architecture as to God, the recently 
consecrated La Sagrada Família is Gaudí’s Modernista masterpiece and an 
extraordinary work in progress.

M
A

N
F

R
E

D
 G

O
T

T
S

C
H

A
L

K
/G

E
T

T
Y

 IM
A

G
E

S
 ©

P
IX

E
L

P
R

O
F/G

E
T

T
Y

 IM
A

G
E

S
 ©

V
L

A
D

IT
T

O
/S

H
U

T
T

E
R

S
T

O
C

K
 ©

N
A

R
V

IK
K

/G
E

T
T

Y
 IM

A
G

E
S

 ©

 Barcelona 
Top Sights 

8

02-top-sights-pk-bar5.indd   82-top-sights-pk-bar5.indd   8 29/06/2016   9:50:39 AM29/06/2016   9:50:39 AM


	00-title-page-contents-pk-bar5
	01-quickstart-pk-bar5
	02-top-sights-pk-bar5.pdf

