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Our selection of the city’s best places to
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Lonely Planet’s
Amsterdam

Lonely Planet Pocket Guides
are designed to get you
straight to the heart of the city.

Inside you'll find all the
must-see sights, plus tips to
make your visit to each one
really memorable. We've split
the city into easy-to-navigate
neighbourhoods and provided
clear maps so you'll find your
way around with ease. Our
expert authors have searched
out the best of the city: walks,
food, nightlife and shopping,
to name a few. Because you
want to explore, our ‘Local
Life' pages will take you to
some of the most exciting
areas to experience the real
Amsterdam.

And of course you'll find all
the practical tips you need for
a smooth trip: itineraries for
short visits, how to get around,
and how much to tip the guy
who serves you a drink at the
end of a long day's exploration.

It's your guarantee of a
really great experience.

Our Promise

You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet
authors visit the places we
write about, each and every
edition. We never accept
freebies for positive coverage,
so you can rely on us to tell it
like it is.
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Welcome to
Amsterdam

Amsterdam works its fairy-tale magic in many ways: via
the gabled, Golden Age buildings; glinting, boat-filled
canals; and especially the cosy, centuries-old bruin cafés
(traditional pubs), where candles burn low and beers froth
high. Add in mega art museums and cool street markets,
and it's easy to see why this atmospheric city is one of
Europe's most popular getaways.

One of Amsterdam’s many canals
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10 Top Sights

Rijksmuseum (p90)

The Netherlands’ top
treasure house bursts
with Golden Age paint-
ings, blue-and-white
Delft pottery and gilded
dollhouses. Rembrandt’s
humongous, gape-worthy
Night Watch leads the
pack.
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Museum het Rembrandthuis (p126)

Step into the Dutch icon’s inner sanctum and immerse yourself in his studio,
where soft light streams in through the windows, and seashells, animal horns
and other exotica weigh down the shelves.
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