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For more information, 
see Survival Guide (p147)

Currency
Canadian Dollar ($)

Language
English

Visas
Not required for visitors from the US, 
Commonwealth and most of Western 

Europe for stays up to 180 days. Required 
by those from more than 130 other 

countries. Many visa-exempt foreign 
nationals  to Canada require an 

Electronic Travel Authorization (eTA). See 
www.canada.ca/eta for information.

Money
ATMs are widely available around the 

city. Credit cards are widely used at 
accommodations, shops and restaurants.

Cell Phones
Local SIM cards may be used with some 

international phones. Roaming can be 
expensive: check with your service provider.

Time

Tipping

per drink, hotel bellhops $1 to $2 per bag, and 

Arriving in 
Vancouver

A From Vancouver International 
Airport
Situated 13km south of the city in Richmond. 
Canada Line Skytrain services to downtown 

L
Most trains and long-distance buses ar-
rive from across Canada and the US at this 
station on the southern edge of Chinatown. 
Across the street is the Main St-Science 
World SkyTrain station. From there it’s just 

N BC Ferries

Islands arrive at Tsawwassen, one hour south 
of Vancouver, or Horseshoe Bay, 30 minutes 
from downtown in West Vancouver. Both are 
accessible by regular transit bus services.

Getting Around
J Bus

  Vancouver’s TransLink (www.translink.ca) 
bus network is extensive. Exact change (or 
more) is required; buses use fare machines 
and change is not given. Fares cost adult/child 

of transfer travel.

L
  TransLink’s SkyTrain rapid-transit network 

is a great way to move around the region, 
especially beyond the city center.

  Tickets for SkyTrain trips can be purchased 
from station vending machines (change is 
given; machines also accept debit and credit 
cards) prior to boarding.

  

airport), depending on how far you are 
journeying and the time of day.

J
  The SeaBus shuttle is part of the TransLink 

transit system and it operates throughout the 
day, taking 12 minutes to cross Burrard Inlet 
between Waterfront Station and Lonsdale 
Quay in North Vancouver. At Lonsdale you can 
connect to buses for North Vancouver and 
West Vancouver: bus 236 goes to both Cap-

  Tickets must be purchased from vending 
machines on either side of the route before 
boarding. The machines take credit and debit 
cards and also give change up to $20 for 
cash transactions.

K Taxi
  Vancouver currently does not allow Uber-

type services. Try these taxi companies:

  Black Top & Checker Cabs (%604-731-
1111)

  Vancouver Taxi (%604-871-1111)

  Yellow Cab (%604-681-1111)

Your Daily Budget
Budget: Less than $100 

  

  Food-court meal $8

  

  

Midrange: $100–$250 
  

  Dinner for two in neighborhood restaurant 
$40 (excl drinks)

  

  

Top End: More than $250 
  

  Fine-dining meal for two $100

  

  

Useful Websites
Miss 604 (www.miss604.com) Vancouver’s 
favorite blogger.

Tourism Vancouver (www.tourismvancouver.
com) Official tourism site.

 (www.lonelyplanet.com/
vancouver) Destination information, hotel 
bookings, traveler forums and more.

Advance Planning
Three months before Book summer hotel 
stays and popular event tickets.

One month before Book car rentals and 
top restaurant tables plus theater tickets.

One week before Check www.straight.
com listings for imminent events.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know

Need to Know  1716

o Top Sights
Vancouver Police Museum (p46)

Dr Sun Yat-Sen Classical Chinese 
Garden & Park (p48) 

l Local Life
Chinatown Culture & History Crawl 
(p50)

x Best of Vancouver

Eating
Tacofino (p54) 

Ask for Luigi (p54) 

Drinking
Alibi Room (p56) 

Diamond (p58) 

Shopping
Eastside Flea (p60) 

Community Thrift & Vintage (p60) 

Getting There
L Train SkyTrain’s Waterfront 
Station and Stadium-Chinatown 
Station service the area.

J Bus Bus 14 heads from down-
town along Hastings, handy for 
both Gastown and Chinatown. 
Buses 3, 4 and 8 also cover the 
area.
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The Sights in a Day

M Have your camera at the 
ready on Gastown’s Water St 

and time your visit accordingly: the 
Steam Clock (p53) is Vancouver’s 
most popular free attraction and it 
marks every quarter-hour with a toot-
ing display from its steam pipes (the 
extended hourly display is best). Spend 
some time exploring the independent 
boutiques in this heritage-designated 
neighborhood, then doff your hat to 
Maple Tree Square’s jaunty Gassy Jack 
Statue (p53) of the man who kick-
started the 1800s city.

R Adjacent Chinatown is worth 
an afternoon of anyone’s time. 

Start at the lofty Chinatown Mil-
lennium Gate (p51), peruse the old 
storefronts and newer boutiques and 
make note of possible dinner options. 
Then take a tranquility break at the 
delightful Dr Sun Yat-Sen Classical 
Chinese Garden (p48). Lunch? Try 
Phnom Penh (p55).

N Visit the Vancouver Police 
Museum (p46) before it closes 

for the day, then snag a craft beer at 
the beloved Alibi Room (p56). When 
it’s time for dinner, retrun to the heart 
of Gastown and join the coolsters at 
delicious Tacofino (p54).

For a local’s day in Chinatown, see p60.

Explore

The gentrifying heritage buildings of Vancouver’s cobbled old-town 
district, Gastown now houses some of the city’s best independent 
shops, bars and restaurants. Almost as old, Vancouver’s Chinatown is 
one of Canada’s largest and most vibrant and is transforming at an 

These fascinating adjoining areas invite plenty of on-foot exploration.

Gastown & Chinatown

ExploreGastown & Chinatown 4544

Six Acres
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to stick around, but the 
spirit of Gassy will soon 
be calling you back to 
the streets.

5 Irish Heather
Cross Carrall St and 
duck into the Irish 
Heather (p58). The 
best spot in town for a 
Guinness, it also has a 
whiskey bar out back 
where you can fully 
indulge.

6 Diamond
If you’re still walking 
by this stage, head 
back onto Carrall and 
take the first right 
onto Powell St. The 
street sign will point 
you to the unassuming 
stairwell leading to the 
lovely Diamond (p58), 
a great spot for perfect 
cocktails.

7 Alibi Room
Head back out and 
take nearby Alexander 
St eastwards. Within a 
couple of minutes you’ll 
be at the Alibi Room 
(p56). This is Vancou-
ver’s favorite craft-beer 
bars and a ‘frat bat’ of 
sample brews is recom-
mended. Check the 
specials board for top 
British Columbia (BC) 
beers.

2 The Walk
The Granville Strip lures a party-hard crowd with its 
mainstream bars and noisy nightclubs. But you’re 
much more likely to meet the locals in Gastown. 
The historic, brick-paved neighborhood is lined with 
great places to drink, without having to walk (or 
crawl) too far.

Start Steamworks Brewing Company; SkyTrain 
Waterfront

Finish Alibi Room

Length 1km; time depends how fast you drink…

5 Take a Break
There are plenty of places to fuel up in and around 
this area. Consider the finger-licking Mexican-in-
spired menu at Tacofino (p54) or a coffee pit stop 
with the hipsters at Revolver (p57).

1 Steamworks 
Brew Pub
Start your crawl on the 
edge of Gastown with a 
fortifying oatmeal stout 
at cavernous Steam-
works Brew Pub (p58), 
one of Vancouver’s few 
brewpubs.

2 Gassy Jack 
Statue
Incline left onto Water 
St and amble down-
hill towards Maple 
Tree Sq. You’ll find 
a statue (p53) of a 
slightly stooped man 
atop a whiskey barrel. 
Near this spot, John 
Deighton’s (Gassy Jack) 
first pub triggered the 
settlement that later 
became Vancouver.

3 Guilt & Co
Across the square, duck 
underground to Guilt 
& Co (p57), a local 
favorite. There’s often 
live music here, as well 
as board games and a 
great array of bottled 
beer.

4 Six Acres
Back outside, nip back 
across the square to 
Six Acres (p56), one of 
Gastown’s coziest hang-
outs. You’ll be tempted 

GASTOWN
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Gastown  
Bar Crawl
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Best Budget

 YWCA Hotel (www.
ywcahotel.com) Centrally 
located tower with com-

great value (especially for 
families).

 Buchan Hotel (www.
buchanhotel.com) Close to 
Stanley Park, its smaller 
rooms are budget-friendly, 

Best Midrange

 Skwachays Lodge 
(www.skwachays.com) New 
boutique hotel lined with 
First Nations art.

 Sylvia Hotel (www.sylvia 
hotel.com) Charming 
beachfront sleepover in 
the West End, overlooking 
English Bay.

Best Top End

 Rosewood Hotel  
Georgia (www.rosewood 
hotels.com) Vancouver’s 
top ‘it’ hotel for stylish 
overnighting.

 Wedgewood Hotel & 
Spa (www.wedgewoodhotel.
com) Classic deluxe hotel 
dripping with elegant 

Arriving in 
Vancouver

Vancouver  
International 
Airport

 Canada’s second- 
busiest airport, Vancou-
ver International Airport 
(YVR; %604-207-7077; www.
yvr.ca; W) lies 13km south 
of downtown in the city of 
Richmond. There are two 
main terminals – inter-

to the US) and domestic 
– just a short indoor stroll 
apart.

 A third (and smaller) 
South Terminal is a short 
drive away: free shuttle 
buses are provided. This 

-
planes, helicopters and 
smaller aircraft traveling 
on lower capacity routes 
to small communities in 
BC and beyond.

 Alongside taxis, limo 
services and car rentals 
desks, there is a Canada 
Line SkyTrain station at 
the airport that links to 
downtown.

Station
  

(1150 Station St; bMain 
St-Science World) is the 
city’s main terminus for 
long-distance trains from 
across Canada on VIA 
Rail (www.viarail.com), 
and from Seattle, USA 
(just south of the border) 
and beyond on Amtrak 
(www.amtrak.com).

 Most intercity nontran-
sit buses also arrive at 

main arrival point for 
cross-Canada and trans-
border Greyhound ser-
vices (www.greyhound.
com; www.greyhound.
ca); cross-border budget 
bus services on Bolt Bus 
(www.boltbus.com); and 
services from Seattle 
and Seattle’s Sea-Tac 

Quick Shuttle (www.
quickcoach.com).

 The Main St-Science 
World SkyTrain station is 
just across the street for 
connections to downtown 
and beyond.

 There are car-rental 
desks in the station and 
cabs are also available 
just outside the building.

Book Your Stay
 Vancouver is packed 

with visitors every sum-
mer, so book accommoda-
tions far ahead if you’re 
coming in July and August.

 The downtown core and 
West End are home to the 
greatest concentration 
and variety of accommo-
dations options.

 Spring and fall shoulder 
seasons mean reduced 
rates.

Useful Websites

Tourism Vancouver (www.
tourismvancouver.com) Wide 
range of accommodations 
listings and package deals.

BC Bed & Breakfast Inn-
keepers Guild (www.bcs-
bestbnbs.com) Wide range 
of B&Bs in Vancouver and 
around the province.

Lonely Planet (www.lonely 
planet.com/canada/vancouver/
hotels) Recommendations 
and bookings.

 Winter (Dec–Feb) 
Chilly and damp but 
perfect for skiing the 
local slopes.

 Spring (Mar–May) 
Rain, some sun and  
good hotel rates.

 Summer (Jun–Aug) 
Vancouver’s blue-skied 
peak. T-shirts recom-
mended; expect crowded 
attractions.

 Fall (Sep–Oct) Rain 
returns but still some 
golden sunny days as the 
leaves descend. Another 
good time for hotel deals.

Before You Go

When to Go

Survival 
Guide

F DNOSAJJMAMJ

°C/°F Temp

-30/-22

-20/-4

-10/14

0-32

10/50

30/86

20/68

0

2/50

6/150

8/200

4/100

Rainfall Inches/mm 

   149148

Stanley
Park

Dr Sun Yat-Sen
Classical Chinese

Garden & Park
Granville

Island Public
Market

VanDusen
Botanical
Garden

Vancouver
Art Gallery

Vancouver
Police

Museum

Yaletown & 
Granville Island 
(p62)
On opposite sides of 
False Creek, these 
enticing areas host 
some of the city's best 
shopping and dining 
options.

Top Sight
Granville Island Public 
Market

Fairview & South 
Granville (p86)
Twin residential areas 
with highly walkable 
shopping and dining 
streets plus some great 
green attractions.

Top Sight
VanDusen Botanical 
Garden

Gastown & 
Chinatown (p44)
Side-by-side historic 
neighborhoods studded 
with some of Vancouver's 
best bars, restaurants 
and one-of-a-kind
boutiques.

Top Sights
Vancouver Police 
Museum
Dr Sun Yat-Sen Classical 
Chinese Garden

Worth a Trip
Top Sight

Capilano Suspension 
Bridge Park (p118)

Museum of
Anthropology

Kitsilano & University 
of British Columbia 
(UBC) (p102)
Beaches and heritage 
homes lure the locals to 
Kits while the nearby 
campus has some top 
day-out attractions.

Top Sight
Museum of 
Anthropology

Downtown & 
West End (p22)
Lined with shops and 
restaurants, city center 
Vancouver adjoins the 
largely residential West 
End plus spectacular,
oceanfront Stanley Park.

Top Sights
Stanley Park
Vancouver Art Gallery

Worth a Trip
Local Lifel

Commercial Drive (p82)
Main Street (p84)

Vancouver
Neighborhoods

18 Neighborhoods  19
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1 Beers at St Augustine
Home to one of the city’s biggest draft 
microbrew menus, St Augustine’s 
(%604-569-1911; www.staugustinesvancou-
ver.com; 2360 Commercial Dr; h11am-1am 
Sun-Thu, to 2am Fri & Sat; bCommercial-
Broadway) is a busy Vancouver tavern. 
Celebrate the patron saint of brewing 
by diving into the dozens of available 
ales; seasonals highly recommended.

2 Coffee at Prado
If you’ve slightly over-indulged, sober 
up with a strong coffee at this white-
walled java haunt (%604-255-5537; 
www.pradocafevancouver.com; 1938 Com-
mercial Dr; h7am-8pm Mon-Fri, 7am-7pm 
Sat, 8am-7pm Sun; W; g20). One of the 
Drive’s hippest coffee spots (plaid is 
like a dress code here), it’s loved by 
MacBook-wielding regulars quietly 
updating their social media accounts.

3 Sunny Grandview Park  
Pit Stop
If it suddenly feels like snooze time, 
the Drive’s favorite alfresco hangout 
(Commercial Dr, btwn Charles & William Sts; 
g20) invites you to lie back in the 
grass and watch the clouds. But not 
before checking out the vistas to the 
north (those craggy-topped moun-
tains) and west (downtown’s twinkling 
towers).

4 Drink or Dine at Biercraft  
Tap & Tapas
This Euro-style resto-bar (%604-254-
2437; www.biercraft.com; 1191 Commer-
cial Dr; h11am-11:30pm Mon, Tue & Fri, 

11am-midnight Wed & Thu, 10am-1pm Sat, 
10am-11:30pm Sun; g20) is one of the 
Drive’s most popular. Play it safe with 
a slowly-sipped whiskey or faceplant 
into the amazing beer array, including 
strong tipples from Belgium. Even 
better, forsake the booze for a bowl of 
broth-tastic mussels.

5 Spicy Late Lunch at the Reef
If you didn’t eat at Biercraft, this 
cheery Caribbean restaurant (%604-
568-5375; www.thereefrestaurant.com; 1018 
Commercial Dr; mains $14-19; h11am-10pm 
Mon-Fri, 10am-11pm Sat & Sun; g20) is 
a great alternative, with a menu of 
nicely spiced soul food. Keen to stay 
on an even keel? The cocktails also 
come in nonalcoholic versions.

6 Snacks at the Licorice Parlour
A quirky artisan candy store (%604-
558-2422; 1002 Commercial Dr; h11am-6pm; 
g20) stocking imported varieties but 
also selling handmade hula-hoops (of 
course). Balance a hoop around your 
waist, snag some licorice to go and 
shimmy off along the street.

7 Dessert at Uprising Breads 
Bakery cafe
Don’t miss the murals painted along 
the side streets on either side of you, 
then turn left onto Venables St for this 
smashing bakery cafe (%604-254-5635; 
www.uprisingbreads.com; 1697 Venables St; 
mains $6-10; h7am-7pm Mon-Fri, 7am-6pm 
Sat & Sun; g20). Sit down with a coffee 
and cake and consider the dinner op-
tions you’ve passed along the Drive.

Vancouver’s original coun-
terculture neighborhood, 
today’s Drive is a funky, 
strollable promenade of 
independent shops, one-
of-a-kind restaurants and 
laid-back coffeehouses, 
many of them founded 
by the Italian immigrants 
who arrived here in the 
1950s. Ideal for a relaxing 
afternoon with the locals, 
it’s also well stocked with 
good bars and inviting, 
sun-dappled dining patios.

Getting There

L Expo/Millennium 
Line from downtown to 
Commercial-Broadway 
station.

J 99B-Line express 
services and number 9 
regular services stop at the 
Broadway and Commercial 
intersection.

Local Life
Commercial Drive  
Drink & Dine

Commercial Drive  Drink & DineWorth a Trip 8382

Craft Beer
BC is Canada’s craft-beer capital with almost 200 producers, including dozens 
in Vancouver. You can plan an easy stroll (or stumble) around inviting clusters 
of microbrewery tasting rooms on and around Main St or the northern end 
of Commercial Dr. Most city bars also showcase regional brews; look out for 
locally loved producers like Four Winds, Powell Street, Central City and Main 
Street. For more on the local beer scene, visit www.camravancouver.ca.

Wine & Liquor 
BC wine launched Vancouver’s love of local-made booze and several cool wine 
bars have popped up in recent years to satisfy thirsty oenophiles. But the 
cocktails scene has also started impressing here, with a selection of drinking 
joints, from traditional to quirky, joining the nightlife fray. Craft distilleries 
are the latest wave; look out for recently opened spots on your visit. And don’t 
forget that new happy-hour rules mean you can afford to be adventurous.

Clubbing
While downtown’s Granville Strip draws the barely clad booties of main-
stream clubbers, there are other, less limelight-hogging areas catering to just 
about every peccadillo. Cover charges run from $5 to $20 (‘the ladies’ often 
get in free before 11pm) and dress codes are frequently smart-casual – ripped 
jeans and sportswear will not endear you to bouncers keen to find reasons to 
send people home. Bring ID: most clubs accept over-19s but some want you to 
be over 25. You can join the VIP lists (no waiting, no cover) at the websites of 
individual clubs or via www.clubzone.com.

Drinking & 
Nightlife

Best

Vancouverites spend a lot of time drinking. And 
while BC has a tasty wine sector and is undergo-
ing an artisan distilling surge, it’s the regional 

For a night out with local-made libations, join 
savvy drinkers supping in Gastown, Main St and 
around Commercial Dr – then hit a club or two.

Best for Beer
Steamworks Brew Pub 
Large Gastown brewpub 
offering housemade 
beers, including an excel-
lent oatmeal stout. (p58)

Granville Island Brew-
ing Taproom Try the 
label’s famous brews 
including Cypress Honey 
Lager, Lions Winter Ale 
and Black Notebook 
beers. (p77)

Storm Crow Alehouse 
Large nerd pub with 
board games and sci-fi 
props on the walls. (p97)

Alibi Room Superb BC 
and beyond craft-beer 
selection wrapped in 
a friendly tavern vibe. 
(p56)

Irish Heather Great 
place for sausage and 
mash with a pint of  
Guinness. (p58)

Best for Wine & 
Cocktails
Liberty Distillery Craft 
liquor maker with a top 
tasting room. (p65)

Diamond Alluring up-
stairs room with perfect, 
classic cocktails. (p58)

Shameful Tiki Room 
Main St’s authentic- 
looking tiki bar, with vin-
tage cocktails to match. 
(p85)

Artisan Sake Maker 
Granville Island’s own 
sake producer makes 
smooth and subtle 
concoctions. (p76)
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Granville Island Brewing Taproom (p77)
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Emergency
 Police, Fire &  

Ambulance (%911)

 Police (non-emergency 
number; %604-717-3321) 

Money

Credit Cards

 Credit cards are ac-
cepted and widely used 
at all accommodations 
and almost all shops and 
restaurants.

 Visa, MasterCard 
and American Express 
are widely accepted in 
Canada.

 Credit cards can get 
you cash advances at 
bank ATMs, usually for an 
additional surcharge.

 Be aware that many 
US-based credit cards 
convert foreign charges 
using unfavorable ex-
change rates and fees.

ATMs

 ATMs are widely avail-
able around the city.

 
exchange rates usually 

for traveler’s checks or 
foreign currency.

 Canadian ATM fees are 
generally low, but your 
home bank may charge 

another fee on top of 
that.

 Some ATM machines 
also dispense US cur-
rency; ideal if you’re 
planning a trip across the 
border.

Changing Money

 You can exchange 
currency at most main 
bank branches, which 
often charge less than the 
bureaux de change dotted 
around the city.

 
try Vancouver Bullion 
& Currency Exchange 
(www.vbce.ca; 800 W Pender 
St; h9am-5pm Mon-Fri; 
bGranville)
wider range of currencies 
and competitive rates.

Public Holidays
 New Year’s Day  

1 January

 Family Day Second 
Monday in February

 Good Friday & Easter 
Monday Late March to 
mid-April

 Victoria Day Third 
Monday in May

 Canada Day 1 July

 BC Day First Monday 
in August

 Labour Day First  
Monday in September

 Thanksgiving Second 
Monday in October

 Remembrance Day  
11 November

 Christmas Day  
25 December

 Boxing Day  
26 December

Safe Travel
 Vancouver is relatively 

safe for visitors.

 Purse-snatching and 
pickpocketing do occur; 
be vigilant with your 
personal possessions.

 Theft from unattended 
cars is not uncommon; 
never leave valuables 
visible in cars.

 Persistent street beg-
ging is an issue for some 
visitors; just say ‘Sorry’ 
and pass on if you’re not 
interested and want to 
be polite.

 A small group of 
hardcore scam artists 
also works the downtown 
core, singling out tourists 
and asking for ‘help to 
get back home.’ Do not 
let them engage you in 
conversation.

Telephone
 Most Vancouver-area 

phone numbers have 
the area code %604, 
although you can also 

Car & Motorcycle
 For most Vancouver 

without a car; much of 
the city is easy to explore 
on foot and via transit.

 For visits that incorpo-
rate the wider region, a 
vehicle makes life much 
simpler: the further you 
travel from downtown, 
the more limited your 
transit options become.

 Parking is at a premium 
in downtown Vancouver: 
there are some free spots 
on residential side streets 
but many require per-

are predictably predatory. 
For an interactive map 
of parking-lot locations, 
check EasyPark (www.
easypark.ca).

Essential 
Information

Business Hours
 Banks 9am–5pm 

weekdays, with some 
opening Saturday morn-
ings.

 Shops 10am–6pm 
Monday to Saturday; 
noon to 5pm Sunday.

 Restaurants 11:30am–
2pm; 5–10pm.

  From 
8am, some earlier.

 Pubs and bars pubs 
often from 11:30am; bars 
often from 5pm. Closing 
from midnight or beyond.

Discount Cards
 Vancouver City Pass-

port ($25; www.citypass-
ports.com) Discounts at 
attractions, restaurants 
and activities across the 
city for up to two adults 
and two children.

 Vanier Park Explore 
Pass (adult/child 
$36/30; www.space 
centre.ca/explore-
pass) Covers combined 
entry to the Museum of 
Vancouver, Vancouver 
Maritime Museum and 
HR MacMillan Space 

entry to each attraction 
and is available at any of 
the three sites.

 UBC Museums & Gar-
dens Pass (adult/child 
$33/28) Combined entry 
to all of the University of 
BC’s major attractions. 

months and also includes 
additional campus 
discounts.

Electricity

Type A
120V/60Hz

Type B
120V/60Hz
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QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

Essential Information
Including where to stay

The Best 
of   Vancouver
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
  Vancouver
The best things to 
see and do, 
neighborhood by 
neighborhood 

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Best Walks
See the city on foot

Neighborhoods
What’s where

  Vancouver’s Best…
The best experiences
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
t London Tube
j Tram
d Train

Lonely Planet’s   
Vancouver
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
neighborhoods and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real Vancouver  .

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each neighborhood:
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
self, wielding a machine
liberate this timber-pan
upholstered bar during W
the Ritz’s showpiece is a
photos taken by Papa an
martinis in town. Dress 
(www.ritzparis.com; Hôtel Rit
Vendôme, 1er; h6.30pm-2a

Kong
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Science World (p72)
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Welcome to 
Vancouver

 First-time Vancouver visitors are easy to spot. They’re the 
ones suddenly stopping on the sidewalks after glimpsing 
the nearby snow-capped peaks framed by downtown’s 
shiny glass towers. But there’s more than scenic selfies to 
Western Canada’s biggest city. Walkable neighborhoods, 
drink-and-dine delights and memorable cultural and 
outdoor activities make it easy to fall for this lotusland 
metropolis.

QuickStart 
Guide 

7
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 Stanley Park (p24)
 Canada’s largest   urban park offers dramatic forest and mountain-framed 
seawall vistas plus a 400-hectare woodland studded with trails, attractions and 
sunset-hugging beaches. Watch for raccoons, beavers and a multitude of chitter-
ing bird life.
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 Vancouver Art 
Gallery (p28)
 The region’s most impor-
tant gallery, the VAG is a 
vital part of Vancouver’s 
richly diverse cultural 
scene. Contemporary 
exhibitions – often 
showcasing renowned 
photoconceptualists – 
jostle for chin-stroking 
attention with block-
buster visiting shows.

 Vancouver Police 
Museum (p46)
 A hidden gem exposing 
the seedy underbelly of 
Vancouver’s not-too-
distant past. Located 
in a heritage building 
that formerly housed 
a coroner’s court and 
autopsy room. Check 
your nervous disposition 
at the entrance.

 Dr Sun Yat-Sen 
Classical Chinese 
Garden & Park (p48)
 This delightful oasis is 
one of Vancouver’s most 
tranquil ornamental 
green spaces. Framed 
by tile-topped walls 
surrounding a mirror-
calm pond, its covered 
walkways provide sigh-
triggering respite from 
clamorous Chinatown.
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