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INTRODUCTION

NOT-FTOR-P ARENTS

OK, I'M READY
TO FACE THE SHARKS,
SPIDERS AND
SNAKES!

THIS IS MOT A GUIDEBOOK, And it is definitely Not-for-parents.
1T 1S THE REAL, INSIDE STORY about

one of the world’s most exciting countries — Australia. In this book you'll hear
fascinating tales about L?B'my sharks, giant rocks and snappy crocs,
@l@[&u@@@ﬁ' baddizs and explorers galore.

Check out cool stories about a famous coat-hanger, M@E‘@@] hotsls,

a super-fast horse and a very rough race. You'll find flying doctors and flying

fruit flies, @]@@[}Da@m@@ @@@T@ and thieving convicts.

This book shows you an AUSTRALIA your parents

probably don't even know about.
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THE LAND OF BiG

Australia does things in a big way. There are

big crocs with big teeth and big kangaroos

with big pockets. There are big reefs, big

rocks and big roads. And if you take a big

road trip, give a big wave to the Big Banana,

the Big Koala and even the Big Prawn.

Australia has six states and two territories,

and each is bold, beautiful and BIG! e

Big hole o
" A big meteorite made a big Western Australia Su.
crater in the Kimberley region i
in Western Australia. Wolfe ONALET
Creek Crater — 875m (2870ft) :"-* ) E 2
<

1947 when it was spotted

N oL®
across — was big news in a’ ==
in an aerial survey. ‘ é

W -

Big throw

If you could throw

a boomerang from west to
east across Australia, it would

go the big distance of nearly /.
4000km (2485mi). \
e = =

INDIAN 0CEAN

Big crocs
The Northern Territory is home to
the biggest crocodiles, and none
is bigger than the 8m (26ft) tall

Big Boxing Crocodile statue in
Humpty Doo!

Big red
The big red centre has the big,
red rock Uluru, but it also has
a big sand dune called the Big
Red. You can play golf on it.
What a big sand bunker!

G ~ THE LAND OF BIG 7
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Big strides —— O}
An emu is a big bird that
can take a 2.7m (9ft) leap
forwards but not even

. a small step backwards.

Big post

The world’s longest postal run
in a day flies from Cairns to
Cape York. It takes a big nine
hours, and there are 10 big
stops on the way.

CORAL SEA

Big sea

Imagine a post office

in the big, blue sea!
The Great Barrier Reef,
2010km (1250mi) long
and the world’s biggest
group of coral reefs, has
the only floating post
office in Australia.

R

Z New South Wales
Big road trips
Catherine Gregson
was the first woman
\\:l l ,..f-{ to drive around the
big continent in 1937.
Her mother went on
the six-month trip with

her. What a big help!
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South Australia
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Big divide *’
The Dingo Fence is the e
biggest fence in the world.
It stretches about 5615km
(3490mi) from South
Australia to Queensland.

TASWMAN SEA

Big devils

The biggest population of Tasmanian
devils lives in Tasmania. That’s because
that’s the only place they live!

' WAPg
| MOgE? |

"i,\Australian stories, facts and figures ¥ www.australia.gov.au/about-australia

Tasmania
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Digging up the past
Australia’s oldest man was

' Indlge.nous discovered at Lake Mungo
Australians' - ' in New South Wales in 1974.
means Aboriginal : Mungo Man lived about 42,000
and Torres f Ad years ago. From his bones,
. p scientists believe he stood
=94 Strait Islander ' nearly 2m (6.5ft) tall, which
——— " peoples, who are makes Mungo humungous!

— two distinct
= groups.
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¥ 3ie TIME

¢ Around 60,000 years ado:
first humans in Australia

Drone-pipe
Indigenous Australia
has a unique voice - the \
grow! of the didgeridoo. \ S 42,000 years ago: Mungo Man
| : These ancient instruments . lived and died
e p ( L —— are cut from hollowed out trees, o 2'6000 years ago: earliest known
although you can make a decent \ ; K art, at Koonalda Cave
‘didge’ from PVC pipe! Listen carefully \ , e . the dingo
to the didgeridoo’s drone and you % 5000 years ago: the ding =
will hear the sounds of the Aboriginal introduced from AS‘? gl
world - from a kangaroo’s hop to ’ ¢ 1606: first contact with
a kookaburra's cackle. BY JINGO, Europeans
. rma D'N@O J Late 18th century: Indigenous

population is approximately

."VV-,|i' kv . Not t X
Australian pop princess - this kylie
was a killer boomerang that could
stop a kangaroo dead in its tracks.

e TET \ e b P e — = - 3 (T 500,000, with about 500 groups
PRI, | BRER, ) ey ‘ed ‘ . speaking 300 languages =
4*-:::_2::«_;_:._,_# . . = e ¥ > : ¥ Early 20th century: population
e "_‘:“': :“ e i ;"‘ o, i plunges below 100,000 ;
i ¢ | WL (e i ¢ 2006: population has grow:\

T
e v to 517,000

% -:-_t "‘{’ : % . I ; —
__‘";‘ '...-—-—’*’ i_; [ : _:\’_'\ 5
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LFESAUERS FoR Life

If you see a lifesaver racing into the surf to pluck a swimmer
to safety, you can thank William Gocher, who had only mutiny
on his mind when he went for a swim one Sunday at noon

at Manly Beach in Sydney. The year was 1902, and the law
stated that swimming was strictly forbidden every day

during daylight hours. The defiant Mr Gocher, who had been
defiant for three Sundays in a row, was arrested. However,

it was the beginning of the end of the ludicrous law.

But where there are swimmers, there are people who

need to be rescued. Five years after William Gocher’s

daring dips, the first surf lifesaving clubs
in the world splashed onto the scene.

LIFESAVERS FOR LIFE 11

Little lifesavers

Nippers is a junior surf

lifesaving programme that

teaches surf skills to children

aged between 5 and 13.

In 1977 girls could join the

‘ Nipperettes. Women, however,

| could not become active
patrolling members of a surf

‘ club until 1980. You're kidding!

IF WE CAN'T SEE
You, WE CAN'T
SAVE YOoU.

Flags in a flap

You wouldn’t want to be

a colour-blind swimmer.

In some countries, the flag
that goes up when a shark
has been spotted is blue
and purple. That might
make you see red!

Between the flags
Swimmers are advised

to swim between the
yellow-and-red flags. This is
the safer part of the beach
and is patrolled by lifesavers.
Mind you, there’s nothing
stopping sharks from
swimming between the flags,
too. So if a red-and-white
chequered flag goes up and
a siren goes off, be alarmed!
It means a shark is also

the beach.

I CAN SsEE

SOMEONE WAVING,

OR IS IT JUST
A WAVE?

The world's

first surf
lifesaving club

started at
Sydney's Bondi
Beach in 1907.

Today, motorised rescue
boats roar to the rescue

up and over the wild

white waves. Early rescue
devices consisted of a

life jacket tied to a piece
of rope. What a lifesaver!

MY ARMS ARE
REEL-Y, REEL-Y
TIRED.

et
Mige? e —
‘\W,_.,.-"‘\Surf Life Saving Australia official site % www.sls.com.au






