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ACCOMMODATION

India has a broad spectrum of accommoda-
tion, from grungy backpacker hotels with
concrete floors and cold ‘bucket’ showers
to opulent palaces with every conceivable
comfort. Most big towns and tourist centres
have something for all budgets, but rates vary
widely around the country making it best to
see this book’s individual chapters (Sleeping
sections) for accommodation costs in the
areas you intend visiting. Also see pl141.
Keep in mind that popular tourist centres
usually witness a significant price hike during
the tourist season and can fill up fast at these
times, making advance reservations wise.

BOOK ACCOMMODATION ONLINE

For more accommodation reviews and rec-
ommendations by Lonely Planet authors,
check out www.lonelyplanet.com/hotels.
You'll find the insider low-down on the top
places to stay. Best of all, you can usually
book online.

Room quality can vary considerably within
hotels so try to inspect a few rooms first. Avoid
carpeted rooms at cheaper hotels unless you
like the smell of mouldy socks. For the low-
down on hotel bathrooms, read p1140. Sound
pollution can be irksome (especially in urban
hubs); pack good-quality earplugs and request
a room that doesn’t face a busy road. It’s a
good idea to keep your door locked, as some
staff can have the annoying habit of knocking
and automatically walking in without first
seeking your permission.

Credit cards are accepted at most top-end
hotels and many midrange places; budget
hotels invariably require cash. Most hotels ask
for a deposit at check in - ask for a receipt and
be wary of any request to sign a blank impres-
sion of your credit card. If the hotel insists,
consider going to the nearest ATM and pay-
ing cash. Verify the check-out time when you
check-in - some hotels have a fixed check-out
time (usually 10am or noon), while others
give you 24-hour check-out. Reservations by
phone without a deposit are usually fine, but
call to confirm the booking the day before
you arrive.

Be aware that in tourist hot spots (eg
Rajasthan, Varanasi), hotels may ‘borrow’ the
name of a thriving competitor to confuse trav-
ellers, paying commissions to taxi and rick-
shaw drivers who bring them unsuspecting
customers. Make sure that you know the exact
name of your preferred hotel, and confirm
that you have indeed been taken to the right
hotel before you pay the driver (p1140).

Accommodation Options

As well as conventional hotels, there are at-
mospheric guest houses in traditional village
homes and colonial-era properties with faded
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Electricity is 230V to 240V, 50 Hz AC, and sockets are the three-round-pin variety (two-pin
sockets are also found). Blackouts are common, particularly during summer and the monsoon.

Officially India is metric. Terms you're likely to hear are: lakhs (one lakh = 100,000) and crores

(one crore = 10 million).

Major English-language dailies include the Hindustan Times, Times of India, Indian Express,
Hindu, Statesman, Telegraph, Daily News & Analysis (DNA) and Economic Times. Regional
English-language and local-vernacular publications are found nationwide.

Incisive current-affairs reports are printed in Frontline, India Today, the Week, Tehelka and

Outlook.

The national (government) TV broadcaster is Doordarshan. More people watch satellite and
cable TV; English-language channels include BBC, CNN, Cartoon Network, Star Movies, HBO,
Discovery and MTV. TV program (and radio) details appear in most major daily newspapers.

Government-controlled All India Radio (AIR) nationally transmits local and international news.
There are also private FM channels broadcasting music, current affairs, talkback and more.

Raj charm. Standout options in this book are

indicated by CIITE.

BUDGET & MIDRANGE HOTELS

Apart from some character-filled exceptions —
such as traditional wood or stone guest houses
in remote mountain areas — most budget and
midrange hotels are modern-style concrete
blocks. Shared bathrooms (often with squat
toilets) are usually only found at the cheapest
lodgings. Most rooms have ceiling fans and
better rooms have electric mosquito-killers
and/or window nets, though cheaper rooms
may lack windows altogether. Bringing your
own sheet (or a sleeping-bag liner) is a sound
policy - some cheap hotels have sheets with
more holes and stains than a string vest at an
oyster-eating contest! Apart from that, many
budget hotels don’t provide a top sheet so you
could find yourself sleeping under (dodgy)
bed-covers that haven’t been washed for years.
Away from tourist areas, cheaper hotels may

CARBON-MONOXIDE POISONING

Some mountain areas rely on charcoal burn-
ers for warmth, but these should be avoided
due to the risk of fatal carbon-monoxide
poisoning. The thick, mattresslike blankets
used in many mountain areas are amazingly
warm once you get beneath the covers. If
you're still cold, improvise a hot-water bot-
tle by filling your drinking-water bottle with
boiled water and covering it with a sock.

not take foreigners because they don’t have
the necessary foreigner-registration forms.

Midrange hotels usually offer extras such
as cable/satellite TV and air-conditioning, al-
though some just have (noisy) ‘air-coolers’ that
cool air by blowing it over cold water. They’re
better than nothing, but no challenge to real air-
conditioning, especially during the monsoon.

Note that some hotels lock their doors at
night. Members of staff may sleep in the lobby
but waking them up can be a challenge. Let
the hotel know in advance if you'll be arriv-
ing or coming back to your room late in the
evening.

CAMPING

There are few official camping sites in India,
but campers can usually find hotels with gar-
dens where they can camp for a nominal fee
and use the bathroom facilities. Wild camping
is often the only accommodation option on
trekking routes. In mountain areas, you'll also
find summer-only tented camps, with accom-
modation in semipermanent ‘Swiss tents’ with
attached bathrooms.

DORMITORY ACCOMMODATION

A number of hotels have cheap dormitories,
though these may be mixed and, in less touristy
places, full of drunken drivers - not ideal condi-
tions for single women. More traveller-friendly
dorms are found at the handful of hostels run
by the YMCA, YWCA and Salvation Army as
well as at HI-associated hostels. Tourist bun-
galows run by state governments and railway

Adoldiyia




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




