
187

Index
A
accommodation 156-8, see also 

individual locations
farmhouse accommodation 140
taxes 166

activities 158-9, see also individual 
activities

agritourism 153
air show 163
air travel 170-3

climate change 171
within Malta 175

air-raid shelters 106, 107
Alarme! 63
Anchor Bay 100-1
animals 43
Arab rule18
archaeological sites, see also temples

‘cart ruts’ 121, 144
Domus Romana 117
St Agatha’s Crypt & Catacombs 

117
St Paul’s Catacombs 117
Tas Silġ 127

architecture 35
Armier Bay 109
arrest & detention 165
arts 33-8

festivals 163
ATMs 165-6
Auberge de Castile 65
auberges 65, 77
audiovisual shows & exhibitions

Gozo 360° 138
Great Siege of Malta & the Knights 

of St John 64
Malta Experience 63-4
Mdina Experience 114
Wartime Experience 63

Aviation Museum 118-19
Azure Window 147

B
Baħar iċ-Ċagħaq 96
Baħrija 119-20
banks 160
bargaining 166
Basilica of St George 138
Basilica of Ta’Pinu 146
bathrooms 168

beaches, see also swimming
Blue Flag status 44
Ġnejna Bay 106
Golden Bay 104
Marfa Peninsula 109
Mellieħa Bay 107
Mġarr ix-Xini 143
Ramla Bay 153
San Blas 153
Sliema 85
St Julian’s 87
Wied il-Għasri 148

beers 39
Farsons Great Beer Festival 163

bicycle travel 175
bird hunting 45, 161
birdwatching 158

Filfla 132
Għadira Nature Reserve 107-8
Is-Simar Nature Reserve 104

BirguFest 163
Birkirkara 122
Birżebbuġa 128
Blue Grotto 131
Blue Hole 147
Blue Lagoon 154, 6
boat travel, see ferry travel
boat trips 180, 181

Buġibba 99
Golden Bay 105
Inland Sea 147
Mġarr 142
Sliema 87
underwater safaris 99
Xlendi 145
Żurrieq 131

boats, traditional 125
books, see also literature

architecture 35
culture 30
diving 49, 50, 52
environment 42, 43, 45
food 38, 41
history 17, 26, 29
travel literature 13

British legacy 28
Buġibba 97-104, 98

accommodation 101-2
dangers & annoyances 98
drinking 103

entertainment 103-4
food 102-3
internet access 97
sights 98-9
travel agencies 97
travel to/from 104

Burgess, Anthony 13
bus travel

bus tours 87
to/from Malta 173
within Malta 175, 177

business hours 159-60
Buskett Gardens 120

C
cafes 41
Calypso’s Cave 151
Calypso’s Isle 152
camping 156
car travel

automobile association 178
car crime 161
car rental 178-9
driving licences 178
fuel 178
insurance 179
parking 179
road conditions 161, 179
road rules 179
to/from Malta 173
within Malta 177-9

Caravaggio 35, 60
Carnival 162
‘cart ruts’ 121, 144
Casa Bernard 117
Casa Rocca Piccola 63
casinos 79, 87
Cassar, Gerolamo 35, 120
catacombs

St Agatha’s Crypt & Catacombs 
117

St Paul’s Catacombs 117
cathedrals, see churches & cathedrals
caves 128, 150-1
central Malta 111-23
children, travelling with 160

food 41
sights & activities 65, 96, 160
Valletta 65

Christ statue 148
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Christmas 13, 164
churches & cathedrals

Basilica of St George 138
Basilica of Ta’Pinu 146
Cathedral of the Assumption 37, 

136-7
Chapel of the Annunciation 130
Chapel of San Dimitri 146
Church of Our Lady of Lourdes 141
Church of Santa Maria 37
Church of St Helen 122
Church of St John the Baptist 37
Church of St Lawrence 37, 78
Church of St Mary 36, 122
Church of St Paul’s Bonfire 99
Church of St Paul’s Shipwreck 

36, 63
Church of St Publius 73
Church of St Saviour 122-3
Church of Sts Peter & Paul 37, 153
Church of the Visitation 146
Egg Church (Church of the 

Assumption) 106
Mosta Dome 121, 122
Parish Church of Our Lady 122
Rotunda 144
St John’s Co-Cathedral 36, 58-60
St Paul’s Cathedral 37, 113

cinemas
Buġibba 104
St Julian’s 93
Valletta 62, 70
Victoria 141

Clapham Junction 120-1
Classic Car Collection 98-9
climate 12, 160-1
climate change 171
clubs 92-3, 118, see also individual 

locations
gay scene 163
open-air clubs 118

Comino 154-5, 135, 154
diving sites 51, 154

consulates 161-2
Cospicua 75
costs 13, see also inside front cover
crafts 33, 167

Ta’Dbieġi Crafts Village 146
Ta’Qali Crafts Village 118

credit cards 166
crime 161

Crocodile Rock 147
culture 30-41
currency 165
customs regulations 161
cycling 175

D
Daħlet Qorrot 154
dangers & annoyances 161
Delimara Point 125
dental care 164
dgħajsa 125
Dingli Cliffs 120
Dingli, Tommaso 35, 120, 122
disabilities, travellers with 168
discount cards 161
diving & snorkelling 46-52

Blue Hole 147
Buġibba 100
Comino 51, 154
Fomm ir-Riħ 119
Marfa Peninsula 109
Marsalforn 148-9
Mellieħa Bay 107
Paceville 88
Sliema 87, 88
St Julian’s 88
Xlendi 145

dolphins 52, 96
Domus Romana 117
Dragut Point 85
drinks 39-40
driving, see car travel
Dwejra 147, 147, 6

E
Easter Week 162
economy 11, 32
Egg Church (Church of the 

Assumption) 106
electricity 157
embassies 161-2
emergencies 165
environment 42-5
environmental issues 43-4, 171
European Union membership 11, 29
exchange rates 165, see also inside 

front cover

F
farmhouse accommodation 140
fenkata 40
ferry travel

Malta–Comino 179-80
Malta–Gozo 179

to/from Malta 173-4
within Malta 179-80

festivals & events 12-13, 162-3
Filfla 132
film locations 81, 101
Fireworks Festival 162
floatplane service 143
Floriana 72-5, 54, 73
folklore museums 138, 146
Fomm ir-Riħ 119-20
food 38-9, 40-1, 163

vegetarians & vegans 41
football 32-3
foreign community 32
Fort Campbell 100
Fort Chambray 141-2
Fort Manoel 86
Fort Rinella 81-2
Fort St Angelo 76-7
Fort St Elmo 63
Fort St Lucian 127
Fungus Rock 148

G
gardens

Argotti Botanical Gardens 73
Buskett Gardens 120
Palazzo Parisio 122
Rundle Gardens 138
San Anton Palace & Gardens 

123
Upper Barrakka Gardens 62

gay travellers 163
geography 42
geology 42-3
George Cross 27
Ġgantija Temples 151-2
Għadira Nature Reserve 107-8
Għajn Rasul 99
Għajn Tuffieha Bay 105
għana 34
Għar Dalam Cave & Museum 128
Għar Ħasan Cave 128
Għar Lapsi 132-3
Għarb 146
glass-blowing 33, 71
Ġnejna Bay 106
Golden Bay 104-5
golf 158
Gozo 134-55, 135

diving sites 50-1
itinerary 16

Grand Harbour 77, 180, see also 
harbour cruises

Grand Master’s Palace 60-1

000 Map pages
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Great Siege of Malta (1565) 19-23
guesthouses 156

H
Ħaġar Qim 131, 132, 7
Hal Saflieni Hypogeum 80, 80
harbour cruises 77, 87, 180
health 163-4
helicopter tours 175, 181
hiking, see walking
historic sites, see also archaeological 

sites, temples
top 10 14

history 17-29
holidays 164, see also festivals & 

events
Ħondoq ir-Rummien 154
horse racing 33
horse riding 105, 158
horse-drawn carriages 178
hospitals 48, 163
hostels 156
hotels 156-7, see also individual 

locations
hunting 45, 161
Hypogeum 80, 80

I
Il-Kastell 136-8, 137
In Guardia 63
independence 28-9
Inland Sea 147
Inquisitor’s Palace 75-6
insurance 164-5

car 179
health 164
travel 164-5

internet access 165
internet resources

accommodation 140, 156, 157
activities 158, 159
air tickets 171
clubbing 93
culture 33, 34
diving 48
environment 43, 45
film industry 81
history 17, 18, 24
planning 14

Is-Simar Nature Reserve 104
itineraries 15-16

J
jazz festival 163
jeep safaris 87, 180-1

K
kajjik 125
karrozin 178
Knights of St John 18-19, 20-4, 75, 148

Auberge de Castile 65
Fort Chambray 141-2
Grand Master’s Palace 60-1
Sacra Infermeria 64
St John’s Co-Cathedral 36, 58-60

L
la Valette, Jean Parisot de 19, 59, 138
lace-making 33, 167
language 30, 182-4
laptops 165
Lear, Edward 150
legal matters 165
lesbian travellers 163
L-Imnarja festival 120, 162
literature 33-4, see also books
luzzu 18, 125

M
Maltese Falcon 44
Malti 28, 30, 182
Manoel Island 85-6
Manoel Theatre 63, 70
maps 165
marathon 159
Marfa Peninsula 109-10
marinas 174
marine life 52
marine park 96
markets 71, 125
Marsalforn 148-50, 149
Marsaskala 128-30
Marsaxlokk 125-8, 7
massage 87
Mdina 112-17, 114, 8

accommodation 116
food 116
sights 113-15
travel to/from 116-17
walking tour 114-15

Mdina Dungeons 114-15
measures 157, see also inside front cover
medical insurance 164, 165
medical treatment 163-4
Mediterranea 163
Mediterraneo Marine Park 96
megalithic sites see temples
Mellieħa 100-1, 106-9, 107
Mellieħa Bay 106, 107
metric conversions, see inside front cover
Mġarr (Gozo) 141-3, 142

Mġarr (Malta) 105-6
Mġarr ix-Xini 143
military tattoo 163
Mintoff, Dominic (Dom) 28, 29, 119
Mnajdra 131-2
mobile phones 167
money 165-6, see also costs, inside 

front cover
discount cards 161

Mosta 121-2
motorcycle travel

to/from Malta 173
within Malta 177-9

museums
Archaeology Museum 137-8
Cathedral Museum (Mdina) 113
Cathedral Museum (Valletta) 60
Cathedral Museum (Victoria) 137
Folklore Museum 138
Għar Dalam Cave & Museum 128
Għarb Folklore Museum 146
Malta at War Museum 77
Malta Aviation Museum 118-19
Malta Classic Car Collection 98-9
Maritime Museum (Gozo) 153
Maritime Museum (Malta) 76
National Museum of Archaeology 

61-2
National Museum of Ethnography 76
National Museum of Fine Arts 62
National Museum of Natural 

History 113-14
National War Museum 62
Natural Science Museum 138
Old Prisons 138
opening hours 160
Palazzo Falson 113
Pomskizillious Museum of Toys 151
Toy Museum 63
Wignacourt Museum 117-18

music 34
jazz festival 163

N
Nadur 152-4
Napoleon Bonaparte 24-5, 113
national park 43, 105, see also nature 

reserves
nature reserves 43

Comino 154
Ghadira 107-8
Is-Simar 104

Naxxar 122
newspapers 157
Ninu’s Cave 150-1
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Normans 18
northern beaches 8
northwest Malta 95-110

O
opening hours 159-60, see also inside 

front cover
overcharging 161

P
Paceville 83-94, 84, 88

accommodation 89-90
activities 87-8
dangers & annoyances 85
drinking 92
entertainment 92-3
food 91-2
travel to/from 93-4
travel within 94

painting 35-7
palaces

Casa Bernard 117
Casa Rocca Piccola 63
Grand Master’s Palace 60-1
Inquisitor’s Palace 75-6
Palazzo Falson 113
Palazzo Parisio 122
Palazzo Spinola 87
San Anton Palace & Gardens 

123
Selmun Palace 100
Verdala Palace 120
Zammitello Palace 106

Paradise Bay 109
Park tal-Majjistral 105
parking 179
passports 168, 170
Peter’s Pool 125, 127
pharmacies 160, 163
Phoenicians 17
phonecards 167
photography 166

underwater 47
planning 12-14

discount cards 161
essential packing 12
internet resources 14
itineraries 15-16
when to go 12-13

plants 43
police 165

politics 28-9, 30
pollution 43-4
population 32
Portomaso complex 87, 93
postal services 166
Powerboat Grand Prix 162
Preti, Mattia 35-6, 59, 113, 130
public holidays 164

Q
Qala 154
Qawra 97-104
Qbajjar Bay 148

R
Rabat (Gozo), see Victoria (Rabat)
Rabat (Malta) 117-18, 117
radio 157
Ramla Bay (Gozo) 153
Ramla Bay (Malta) 109
Ramla Tal’Qortin 109
Ras il-Qammieħ 109
Red Tower 109
religion 31, see also churches & 

cathedrals
responsible travel 153, 171
restaurants, see also individual 

locations
opening hours 41, 163
top picks 39

road conditions 161
rock climbing 159
Rolex Middle Sea Race 159, 163
Roman Catholic Church 31, 36
Roman House 117
Roman sites

Domus Romana 117
Roman villa (Ramla Bay) 153
Tas Silġ 127

Romans 17-18
Rundle Gardens 138
running 159

S
sailboards 107
sailing 159, 163, 181
salt pans 148
Saluting Battery 62-3
San Anton Palace & Gardens 123
San Blas 153
San Lawrenz 146-7
Sannat 144
sculpture 37-8
seahorses 52
seasons 157-8

self-catering apartments 157
Selmun Palace 100
Senglea 75, 79-80, 76
senior travellers 161
sharks 52
shopping 167

bargaining 166
opening hours 160
VAT refunds 166

shrines
Grotto of the Madonna 107
Sanctuary of Our Lady of Mellieħa 

107
Sicily

excursions to 181
Malta–Sicily ferries 173-4

Siege Bell Memorial 65
silver filigree 33
Skorba Temples 106
Sliema 83-95, 84, 86

accommodation 88-9, 90
activities 87-8
drinking 92
emergency services 84
entertainment 92-3
food 90-1
internet access 85
medical services 85
shopping 93
sights 85-7
travel to/from 93-4
travel within 94

smoking etiquette 40
snorkelling, see diving & snorkelling
soccer 32-3
solo travellers 167, 169
southeast Malta 124-33
spas 87, 89, 102, 108, 147
speculative property development 44
sports 32-3, see also diving & 

snorkelling
football (soccer) 32-3
golf 158
horse racing 33, 158
water polo 33
watersports 87, 99-100, 105, 107

sports club 158
St Agatha 119
St Agatha’s Crypt & Catacombs 117
St James’ Cavalier Centre for Creativity 

62
St John’s Co-Cathedral 36, 58-60
St Julian’s 83-94, 84, 88

accommodation 90
activities 87-8

000 Map pages
000 Photograph pages
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drinking 92
entertainment 92-3
food 91-2
travel to/from 93-4
travel within 94

St Mary’s Tower 154
St Paul 99

churches & cathedrals 36, 37, 99, 113
Grotto of St Paul 117
St Paul’s Catacombs 117

St Paul’s Bay 97-104, 100
St Paul’s Cathedral 37, 113
student travellers 161
Sweethaven 101
swimming 159, see also beaches

top 10 spots 14

T
Ta’Ċenċ 144
Ta’Dbieġi Crafts Village 146
Ta’Ħaġrat Temple 106
Ta’Kola Windmill 150
Ta’Qali Crafts Village 118
Tarxien Temples 80-1, 80
Tas Silġ 127
Ta’Xbiex 87
taxes 166
taxis 161, 180
telephone services 167-8
television 157
temples 17, 130

Ġgantija temples 151-2
Ħaġar Qim 131, 132, 7
Hypogeum 80, 80
Mnajdra 131-2
Skorba Temples 106
Ta’Ħaġrat Temple 106
Tarxien Temples 80-1, 80

theatres 63, 70, 141
theft 161
Three Cities 75-80, 54
Three Villages 122-3
Tigné Point 85
time 168
timeshare touts 98
tipping 166
toilets 168
tourism 11, 32
tourist information 168
tours 174-5, 180-1, see also boat trips

bus tours 87
cooking 39
jeep safaris 87, 180-1
Valletta 65-6

Toy Museum 63

train travel, to/from Malta 173
travel

to/from Malta 170-5
within Malta 175-80

travel insurance 164
travel literature 13
travellers cheques 166

U
underwater safaris 99

V
Valletta 53-82, 54, 56-7, 5

accommodation 66-8
children, travelling with 65
cultural centres 58
drinking 69-70
entertainment 70
food 68-9
history 54-5
itineraries 55
medical services 58
shopping 70-1
sights 58-65
street names 58
tourist information 58
tours 65-6
travel to/from 71
travel within 71-2
walking tour 64-5
waterfront 61, 72

VAT refunds 166
vegetarians & vegans 41
Verdala Palace 120
Victoria (Rabat) 135-41, 136, 7

accommodation 139
entertainment 141
food & drinking 140-1
internet access 136
medical services 136
sights 136-9
tourist information 136
travel to/from 141
travel within 141
walking tour 138-9

Victoria Lines 97
video systems 157
Villa Dragonara 87
visas 168, see also passports
Vittoriosa 75-9, 76, 6

W
walking 159

Dingli Cliffs 120
Fomm ir-Riħ 119

Golden Bay 105
Gozo 141
Marsalforn 148
Mellieħa 100-1
Ta’Ċenċ 144
Valletta 64-5
Victoria Lines 97

water park 96
water polo 33
water shortages 43
watersports, see also diving & 

snorkelling
Buġibba 99-100
Comino 154
Golden Bay 105
Mellieħa Bay 107
St Julian’s 87
Xlendi 144

weather 12, 160-1
weights 157, see also inside front 

cover
White Rocks 96
White Tower Bay 109
Wied il-Għasri 148
Wied iż-Żurrieq 131
Wignacourt Aqueduct 122
Wignacourt Tower 99
wildlife 43, 52, see also national park, 

nature reserves
winds 127
windsurfing 159
wines 40
women in Malta 31-2
women travellers 169
World War I 26
World War II 26-8

air-raid shelters 106, 107
Mosta Dome 122
National War Museum 62
Wartime Experience 63

X
Xagħra 150-2, 151
Xemxija 104
Xerri’s Grotto 150-1
Xewkija 144
Xlendi 144-5
Xwieni Bay 148

Y
yachting 159, 174, 181

Z
Zammitello Palace 106
Żurrieq 130-1
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Transport
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Camping
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SLEEPING PRICE RANGES
Budget <€25 per person

Midrange €25-60 per person

Top end >€60 per person

Prices in this book are full price in high season and include 
bathroom. Exceptions are noted in specific listings.

TELEPHONE
There are no area codes within Malta.

Country code %356

Directory enquiries %1182

Emergency %112

Government information  %153
service 

Gozo ferry timetable %2158 0435

International access code %00

Overseas operator %1152

Weather forecast %5004 3344

CONVERSIONS
1in = 2.54cm
1cm = 0.39in
1m = 3.3ft = 1.1yd
1ft = 0.3m
1km = 0.62 miles
1 mile = 1.6km

1kg = 2.2lb
1lb = 0.45kg
1g = 0.04oz
1oz = 28g

1 imperial gallon = 4.55L
1L = 0.26 US gallons
1 US gallon = 3.8L
1L = 0.22 imperial gallons

HOW TO USE THIS BOOK
Sleeping and Eating reviews are listed in budget order.
For details of map symbols, see the Map Legend on the 
last page of this book.

% telephone
h opening hours
a air-con available
i internet available
W wi-fi access
s swimming pool
 apt apartments

d double rooms
dm dorm beds
r rooms
s single rooms
ste suites
tr triple rooms
tw twin rooms

EXCHANGE RATES
Prices in this book are quoted in euros (€) unless 
otherwise stated. For current exchange rates see 
www.xe.com.  €1 = 100 cents
Australia A$1 = €0.62

Canada  C$1 = €0.64

Japan ¥100 = €0.74

New Zealand NZ$1 = €0.49

UK UK£1 = €1.11

USA US$1 = €0.68

BUSINESS HOURS
Banks 8.30am-12.30pm Mon-Fri,  
  8.30am-noon Sat

Museums 9am-5pm daily

Restaurants noon-3pm & 7-11pm

Shops 9am-1pm & 4-7pm 
  Mon-Sat

Exceptions are noted in specific listings.

LONELY PLANET INDEX
1L petrol €1.13

1L bottle water €1.25

Beer (in bar) €1.25 

Snack (pastizzi,  €0.20-0.30
filled pastry) 

Souvenir T-shirt €13

For additional price information, see Getting Started.

QUICK REFERENCE SEE DIRECTORY CHAPTER FOR 
MORE PRACTICAL INFORMATION

4TH EDITION
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First Published Aug 2000
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UK  £10.99
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