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Galicia

Imagine a place that blends the vibrant green landscapes of Ireland, the dramatic coastline
of Brittany and the friendly, late-night-loving attitude of Andalucia. You've just concocted a
pretty clear picture of Galicia. The epitome of ‘Green Spain’, Galicia is blessed with wide rivers,
lush valleys, abrupt seascapes and densely forested land just begging to be explored.

Galicia’s spiritual, cultural and official capital is Santiago de Compostela, the destination
of thousands of pilgrims who set out on the famous Camino de Santiago. This magical city
is crowned with Spain’s most impressive cathedral and its beauty is unparalleled. But don't
make the mistake of bypassing the rest of Galicia. Enchanting cities like A Coruia, Vigo,
Pontevedra, Lugo and Ourense are easy to reach. Along the coast, dramatic shorelines and
enticing fishing villages make excellent sea-and-sand destinations. And for those with a
healthy dose of wanderlust, Galicia’s unspoilt interior is a trip back in time through country
lanes and alongside medieval monasteries. Perhaps more than any other Spanish region,
Galicia appeals to those travellers who long to mark their own paths.

Galicia’s wild coastline is frayed up and down its length by a series of majestic rias (inlets or
estuaries). In the south, Rio Mifo divides Galicia from Portugal, and in the east Galicia is separated
from Spain’s meseta (central tableland) by the western end of the Cordillera Cantabrica.

Galicia is culturally separate as well. With its own language, ties to Celtic culture, and a
focus on fishing and shipbuilding, Galicia at times seems to have little in common with the
rest of the Iberian Peninsula. A rich and spirited land, it rewards travellers with a unique mix
of ancient history, excellent gastronomy and verdant natural beauty.
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Drive along the winding roads above the Area de Cotedrais
Rio Mifo in idyllic A Ribeira Sacra (p598) Trece g

Picnic under the Gothic-style arches of

the beautiful Praia As Catedrais (p580)

in the Rias Altas Santiago de
Stand atop southern Europe’s highest * Compostela
cliffs at Serra da Capelada on Galicia’s

wild northwestern coast at Serra da

Capelada (p578) :g;l:gra

Get lost in the beautiful arcaded streets
of Santiago de Compostela (p564)

Seek out remote beaches like Area de
Trece (p582) on the rugged Costa da
Morte
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History

Galicia’s history stretches back to the Iron Age,
when many castros (protected settlements of
circular stone huts) were built. Most Galicians
say these ancestors were Celts, though sceptics
claim Galicia’s Celtic origins are exaggerations
of romantic nationalists.

The Romans united ‘Gallaecia’ in the first
century BC, founding cities like Lucas Augusti
(Lugo). The region was ruled by the Germanic
Suevi for most of the 5th and 6th centuries
AD, before the Visigoths asserted themselves.
Little touched by the 8th-century Muslim in-
vasion, Galicia was under the control of the
Christian kingdom of Asturias by 866.

The big event in the area’s medieval history
was the ‘rediscovery’ of the grave of Santiago

Apostol (St James the Apostle) in 813, at
what would become Santiago de Compostela.
The site grew into a rallying symbol for the
Christian Reconquista of Spain, and pil-
grims from all over Europe began trekking
to Santiago, which rivalled Rome and even
Jerusalem as a pilgrimage site. For more, see
the Camino de Santiago chapter (p118).

By the time the Reconquista was completed
in 1492, Galicia had become an impoverished
backwater in which Spain’s centralist-minded
Catholic Monarchs (Reyes Catdlicos), Isabel
and Fernando, had already begun to supplant
the local tongue and traditions with Castilian
methods and language. The Rexurdimento, an
awakening of Galician national consciousness,
did not surface until late in the 19th century,




	HISTORY  
	ORIENTATION  
	INFORMATION  
	SIGHTS  
	TOURS  
	FESTIVALS & EVENTS  
	SLEEPING  
	EATING  
	 DRINKING  
	ENTERTAINMENT  
	GETTING THERE & AWAY  
	GETTING AROUND  
	A CORUÑA  
	RÍAS ALTAS  
	MALPICA DE BERGANTIÑOS & AROUND  
	PONTECESO TO LAXE  
	CAMELLE TO CAMARIÑAS  
	MUXÍA & AROUND  
	FISTERRA & AROUND  
	MUROS & CARNOTA  
	 RÍA DE MUROS Y NOIA  
	RÍA DE AROUSA  
	PONTEVEDRA  
	RÍA DE PONTEVEDRA  
	RÍA DE VIGO  
	VIGO  
	ILLAS CÍES  
	BAIONA  
	A GUARDA  
	TUI  
	OURENSE  
	A RIBEIRA SACRA & CAÑÓN DO SIL  
	RIBADAVIA & DO RIBEIRO  
	LUGO  
	AROUND LUGO  


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




