© Lonely Planet

LAKE MAGGIORE &

LAKE ORTA

3 PERFECT DAYS

& DAY 1//ISLAND-HOP THE BORROMEAN ISLANDS

It is worth catching a ferry (with an all-day ticket) from Stresa or Baveno to Isola

Bella (p86) in order to marvel at the baroque wealth of the Borromeo family’s island
pleasure palace and gardens. Once saturated by all this richness, it’s possible to trans-
fer to Isola Superiore (p87) for lunch at one of this Fishermen’s Island’s restaurants.
Then the perfect completion to this experience of the Borromean Islands is to enjoy an
afternoon on Isola Madre (p87). For an extra treat, sleep on Isola Superiore (p292).

¥ DAY 2 // ASCEND MOTTARONE AND DISCOVER ROMANTIC LAKE ORTA
The splendid views of lakes and Alps can be seen by driving, hiking, or taking the
funicular from the belle époque lakeside town of Stresa to Monte Mottarone (p82).
Then it’s worth heading down the other side to enchanting little Lake Orta (p96)

and its star village, Orta San Giulio, a quintessential romantic spot and the perfect
base for local exploration, in particular of Isola San Giulio and the sacro monte (holy
mountain).

$ DAY 3 // RIDE THE CENTOVALLI RAILWAY TO LOCARNO

It’s possible to enjoy a string of mountain valley villages by catching a train in Stresa
bound for Domodossola, which is the starting point for the scenic Centovalli railway
trip (p76) through a string of mountain valley villages to Locarno (p70). You can then
explore this elegant film-festival town and its pretty lakeside neighbour, Ascona, for
the rest of the day. From there, you can head south back over the Italian border to
reach captivating Cannobio (p79), one of the most enticing places to stay overnight on
Lake Maggiore.




LONELYPLANET.COM

LAKE MAGGIORE 65

LAKE
MAGGIORE

Lake Maggiore is one of the first
impressions that many first-time
visitors to Italy get to experience. By
train or by road, travellers travers-
ing the Alps from Switzerland at the
Simplon Pass wind down from the
mountains and sidle up to this enor-
mous finger of blue beauty. The star
attractions are the Borromean Is-
lands, which, like a fleet of fine ves-
sels, lie at anchor at the Borromean
Gulf’s (Golfo Borromeo) entrance,
an incursion of water between the
lake’s two main towns, Stresa and
Verbania.

More than its siblings to the east, Lake
Como and Lake Garda, Lake Maggiore
has retained a belle époque air. All three
have mesmerised foreign visitors down
the centuries but Lake Maggiore became
a popular tourist destination in the late
19th century after the Simplon Pass was
opened.

Locarno (scene of one of Europe’s
top film festivals) and Ascona, at the
northern Swiss end, and Stresa, in the
southwest, have long been beloved of
northern Europeans seeking the sooth-
ing waters and gentle climate of the
broad lake. The climate helps a multi-
tude of colourful plants to flourish and
trees thrive in a series of extraordinarily
rich gardens on islands, in villas and
botanic gardens.

The Piedmontese western shore is
the more attractive; it’s sprinkled with
picturesque villages, and circled with
palms and cypresses. The shoreline drive
along the SS34 and SS33 (in that order
heading south) is delightful. The eastern,

Lombard shore is less well groomed but
contains a handful of gems well worth
searching out.

TRANSPORT

BOAT // Ferries and hydrofoils around the lake are
operated by Navigazione Lago Maggiore
(= 800 551801; www.navigazionelaghi.it, in Italian),
which has its main ticket office in Arona. Services are
drastically reduced in autumn and winter. The only car
ferry connecting the western and eastern shores for
motorists sails between Verbania Intra and Laveno. Fer-
ries run every 20 minutes; one-way transport costs from
€6.90 to €11.50 for a car and driver or €4.30 for a bicycle
and cyclist. One-day return tickets from key points at the
Italian end of the lake to the towns (including Locarno)
on the Swiss side are available from March to October.
Adults/children pay from €15.50/8.80 to €21.50/11.80
depending on their departure port. Services are drasti-
cally reduced in autumn and winter. Limited day passes
cost Sfr13.80 on the Swiss side. The Sfr24 version is valid
for the entire Swiss basin.

LOCARNO & AROUND

With its palm trees and much vaunted
2300 hours of sunshine a year, Locarno
has attracted northern tourists to its
warm, Mediterranean-style setting since
the late 19th century. The lowest town in
Switzerland and the most striking one on
Lake Maggiore, it seemed like a soothing
spot to host the 1925 Locarno Confer-
ence where treaties were signed to bring
peace to Europe after WWIL.
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ESSENTIAL INFORMATION

TOURIST OFFICES // Locarno Tourist Of-
fice (= 09179100 91; www.maggiore.ch; Largo Zorzi
1; "~ 9am-6pm Mon-Fri, 10am-6pm Sat & holidays,
10am-1.30pm & 2.30-5pm Sun mid-Mar—0ct, 9.30am-
noon & 1.30-5pm Mon-Fri, 10am-noon & 1.30-5pm Sat
Nov—mid-Mar) Ask about the Lago Maggiore Guest Card
and its discounts.

(Continued on page 70)




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




