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 Sights & Activities   Where to stay

MINI GUIDE
winter in aspen

furTHer readinG
Lonely planet’s Colorado 
(£14.99) features good 
recommendations on winter 
accommodation and 
activities in aspen. You can 
download the Vail, aspen & 
Central Mountains chapter 
(£2.99) at lonelyplanet.
com. For local and regional 
news and events, try the 
online edition of the Aspen 
Times (aspentimes.com), 
while Aspen Magazine has 
event listings and local 
interest articles 
(aspenmagazine.com). 

famous faces
Aspen has long been a 
playground for the rich and 
famous. Here’s a few who have 
called this outpost home:
Hunter s Thompson
Gonzo journalist Hunter S 
Thompson settled in town in 
the early 1960s, even running 
for county sheriff in 1970. 
John denver
The singer-songwriter and 
humanitarian wrote two songs 
in Aspen’s honour. He was 
named poet laureate of the 
state of Colorado in 1974.
lance armstrong
The controversial pro-road 
racing cyclist owns a home in 
Aspen. He was recently 
banned for life from 
competitive 
cycling.
Kevin costner
The Dances With 
Wolves actor  
settled on a 
165-acre Aspen 
ranch in the early 
1990s.

The know-howaspen essentials

modern farmhouse-style 
building. Rooms have old 
wood-burning stoves and high 
ceilings. There’s a hot tub on the 
roof deck and gourmet breakfasts 
every morning (hotellenado.com; 
200 S Aspen St; from £110).

 The Sky Hotel is one of the 
town’s most elegant resorts. 
Rooms are playful with 
Southwestern-style wooden 
beams, white linen, down duvets, 
and faux-fur throws. The hot tub 
and slick 39 Bar are further plus 
points (theskyhotel.com; 709 E 
Durant Ave; from £225).

 WHere To sTaY
 One of Aspen’s few centrally 

located and affordable lodges, the 
family-owned Tyrolean Lodge 
resembles a Native American 
version of an Austrian ski lodge. 
The rooms here are spacious, with 
nifty accents including stone 
fireplaces and dark-wood 
panelling behind queen-sized 
beds (tyroleanlodge.com; 200  
W Main St; from £60 in winter).

 There’s a certain b&b intimacy 
at the Hotel Lenado, set in a 

oversized chairs add a theatrical 
touch to the sky Hotel’s lobby

 TransporT
There are no direct flights to 
Aspen from the UK, but you can 
fly via major US cities to 
Aspen-Pitkin County airport, four 
miles north of town. United and 
American Airlines fly from 
Heathrow (from £660; aa.com). 
Roaring Fork Transportation 
Authority (RFTA) runs a free, 
twice-hourly bus service to and 
from the airport (rfta.com) and 
RFTA also operates free ski 
shuttles between Aspen, 
Snowmass and Buttermilk.
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Top Tip
Aspen locals are keen to 
avoid visitors getting behind 
the wheel after partaking in 
its glamorous après-ski 
scene. Tipsy Taxi offers a 
free ride home to those who 
really need it. If in doubt, 
ask a bartender to make the 
call (tipsytaxi.com).




